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April 14, 2022 

 
Prelude  “The Old Rugged Cross” — arr. P. Keverin 
 
Greeting (John) 
 

Opening Prayer (John speak, movements Joseph) adapted from Psalm 116 

PASTOR: Incline your ear, O God as we call upon you this night, even as we call upon you all our days.  

(raise hands) 

ALL: What can we give to God for all of the abundance of gifts we receive? 
PASTOR: We lift up high the cup of salvation and call upon our Holy One.  (lift the chalice) 

ALL: We speak our commitments to love one another and let those commitments lodge deep with-
in our community. 

PASTOR: You untie us from that which binds us, God of Exodus, so that we are free to be your servant peo-

ple.  (untie the towels from the cross and drape them around the basins) 

ALL: We make our offerings of mercy and justice in your name. 
 

Hymn #339 (red) “Come, Sinners, to the Gospel Feast”  

Come, sinners, to the gospel feast; let every soul be Jesus' guest. 
Ye need not one be left behind, for God hath bid all humankind. 

 
2. Sent by my Lord, on you I call; the invitation is to all. 

Come, all the world!  Come, sinner, thou!  All things in Christ are ready now. 
 

3. Come, all ye souls by sin oppressed, ye restless wanderers after rest; 
ye poor, and maimed, and halt, and blind, in Christ a hearty welcome find. 

 
4. My message as from God receive; ye all may come to Christ and live. 

O let his love your hearts constrain, nor suffer him to die in vain. 
 

5. This is the time, no more delay!  This is the Lord's accepted day. 
Come thou, this moment, at his call, and live for him who died for all. 

 
WORDS:  Charles Wesley, 1747 

MUSIC:  Katholisches Gesangbuch, ca. 1774; adapt. from Metrical Psalter, 1855 

 

Prayer of Confession and Words of Affirmation (Joseph speak, candles John) 

PASTOR: Hear the opening words of the gospel of John’s 13th chapter: “Now before the festival of the Pass-
over, Jesus knew that his hour had come to depart from this world and go to the Father.  Having 

loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end.”  (light candles) 

ALL: In kindling these lights, we remember the journey of people of faith down through the ages 
who have brought to us the stories of sacred freedom and commandment, making holy our 
lives and calling from us purpose in love and mercy. 

PASTOR: Hear again from John’s gospel: “The devil had already put it into the heart of Judas, son of Simon 
Iscariot, to betray him.” 

 

 



Prayer of Healing (Joseph) (moment of silence then drumbeat) 
We gather in this community of worship aware, O Holy One, of how we often live out of rhythm with your 
heart of love.  We come aware of our own betrayal of your longing for our lives, and our own longing.  
Give us the courage to touch your unconditional promise through the ways we touch one another’s lives.  
In doing so, may we remember.  In remembering, may we know love.  Amen. 

 

Hymn #273 (red) “Jesus’ Hands Were Kind Hands”   

Jesus’ hands were kind hands, doing good to all, 
healing pain and sickness, blessing children small, 

washing tired feet, and saving those who fall;   
Jesus’ hands were kind hands, doing good to all. 

 
2. Take my hands, Lord Jesus, let them work for you; 

make them strong and gentle, kind in all I do. 
Let me watch you, Jesus, till I’m gentle too,  

till my hands are kind hands, quick to work for you. 
 

WORDS:  Margaret Cropper, 1975; © 1979 Stainer & Bell, Ltd. and Methodist Church Division of Education and Youth; 
MUSIC:  Old French melody; harm. by Carlton R. Young, 1988; © 1989 The United Methodist Publishing House 

 
God’s Word Proclaimed (John) John 13:1-17 
 
Sermon (Joseph) “Follow the Muddy Footprints” 
 
Ritual of Washing Feet (Joseph) 

(when completed)  Jesus said, “I give you a new commandment, that you love one another.  Just as I have 
loved you, you also should love one another.  By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you 
have love for one another.” 

 
Special Music “The Grace of Christ’s Sacrifice” — Aldersgate Choir 
 
Sacrament of Holy Communion (John) 

PASTOR: Come home to this table.  Pause a bit from your journey that we may break the bread of life and 
pour the cup of covenant.  Come imagining global sisters and brothers enjoying with us this meal 
of memory so that we might remember Christ’s body this day. 

ALL: We give thanks for the sacrifice of grain and fruit and of those who sow and cultivate, reap 
and mill.  We eat and drink to celebrate our connections to creation and to those whose 
hands and hips rocked into the dough of this bread and to remember the hungry Jesus who 
joins all who are hungry. 

PASTOR: The peace of Christ be with you. 

ALL: And also with you. 
 
Sharing a Sign of Peace (John) 
 
The Great Thanksgiving (John) 

PASTOR: Lift up your hearts 

ALL: We lift them up to the Lord. 
PASTOR: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

ALL: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 



PASTOR: It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Almighty 
God, Creator of heaven and earth.  From the earth you bring forth bread and create the fruit of the 
vine.  You formed us in your image, delivered us from captivity, and made covenant to be our sov-
ereign God.  You fed us manna in the wilderness, and gave grapes as evidence of the promised 
land.  And so, with your people on earth and all the company of heaven we praise your name and 
join their unending hymn: 

ALL: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory.   
 Hosanna in the highest.  Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.   
 Hosanna in the highest. 
PASTOR: Holy are you, God, and blessed is your Son Jesus Christ.  When we had turned aside from your 

way and abused your gifts, you gave us in him your crowning gift.  Emptying himself, that our joy 
might be full, he fed the hungry, healed the sick, ate with the scorned and forgotten, washed his 
disciples’ feet, and gave a holy meal as a pledge of his abiding presence. By the baptism of his suf-
fering, death and resurrection, you gave birth to your church, delivered us from slavery to sin and 
death, and made with us a new covenant by water and the Spirit. 

 On the night in which he gave himself up for us, he took bread, gave thanks to you, broke the 
bread, gave it to his disciples, and said: “Take, eat; this is my body with is given for you.  Do this 
in remembrance of me.”  When the supper was over, he took the cup, gave thanks to you, gave it to 
his disciples, and said: “Drink from this all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, poured 
out for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.  Do this as often as you drink it, in remem-
brance of me.” 

 And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ, we offer ourselves in praise and 
thanksgiving as a holy and living sacrifice, in union with Christ’s offering for us, as we proclaim 
the mystery of faith. 

ALL: Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again. 
PASTOR: Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here, and on these gifts of bread and juice.  Make them be 

for us the body and blood of Christ, that we may be for the world the body of Christ, redeemed by 
his blood.  By your Spirit make us one with Christ, one with each other, and one in ministry to all 
the world, until Christ comes in final victory, and we feast at his heavenly banquet.  Through your 
Son Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your holy church, all honor and glory is yours, almighty 
God, now and forever. 

ALL: Amen. 
 
Partaking the Body and Blood of Jesus 
 
Prayer after Communion (John) 

God, you are making us into one body of Christ, nourished at your table with this bread and cup.  Thank 
you for feeding our hunger and relieving our thirst.  We turn from this table to be part of your healing pres-
ence.  Amen. 

 
Prayer of Commitment (John) 

PASTOR: You are invited to pray for the person on your right and then the person on your left.  Please ask 
for strength and vision for their ministries of service and for God’s continued healing presence in 

their lives.  (pause) 
 People of Christ, will you commit anew to ministries of prayer and worship, spiritual nurture and 

teaching? 

ALL: We will, with the help of God. 
PASTOR: People of Christ, will you commit anew to ministries of mercy and invitation? 

ALL: We will, with the help of God. 
PASTOR: People of Christ, will you commit anew to the ministries of justice and peace? 

ALL: We will, with the help of God. 
 
Special Music “Were You There” — Aldersgate Choir 
 



Commissioning and Blessing (Joseph Silence as the candles and lights are extinguished.   
John Remove a towel after each candle is extinguished.  Sit in the darkness for a moment.) 

PASTOR: We have done these things in remembrance.  We go forth to act from the blessing we have already 
received.  Creator, Christ, and Spirit dwell among us as we journey through passion to resurrec-
tion.  Amen. 

ALL: Amen. 
 
Postlude  “Were You There?” — arr. D. Wood 




