
With Pastor John Goldrich serving Newman U.M. Church and  
 Pastor Pam Savery serving Hallam, Martell & Roca U.M. Churches 
  

Order of Worship for January 3, 2021

EPIPHANY SERVICE WITH COMMUNION 

Prelude “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” – arr. Melody Bober 

Welcome  (Julie) 

Call to Worship  (John) 

One: Arise, for the glory of God is shining on us. Shadows shall cover the earth, but the brightness of 

God’s presence is upon us. Lift up your eyes and look around,  

All: arise and shine for our light has come!  

One: Nations will be drawn to our light, and rulers to the dawning of our new day; people are gathering to 

come home. Lift up your eyes and look around,  

All: arise and shine for our light has come!  

One: We will see this and be filled with joy; we will tremble with excitement. Great caravans will come, 

bringing gifts of praise. Everyone will tell the good news of what God has done. Lift up your eyes and 

look around,  

All: arise and shine for our light has come! 

Opening Prayer   (Lighting of 5 candles)  (John) 

O Shining Light, we give thanks for the light of this day (Light candle), for the light of eternal love (Light 

candle), for the light of the journey to justice and peace (Light candle), and for the light of your grace in 

our lives (Light candle). Shine through us, we pray, that the light of joy may spread through the world. 

(Light the Christ candle)  Amen. 

  

Hymn  UMH #245, “The First Noel”  verses 1,2,4,5 
The first Noel the angel did say was to certain poor shepherds 

in fields as they lay; 

in fields where they lay keeping their sheep, 

on a cold winter's night that was so deep.  
Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel, born is the King of Israel. 

 

2. They looked up and saw a star shining in the east, beyond them far;  

and to the earth it gave great light, 

and so it continued both day and night. 

Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel, born is the King of Israel. 
 

4. This star drew nigh to the northwest, o'er Bethlehem it took its rest; 

and there it did both stop and stay, 

right over the place where Jesus lay.  

Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel, born is the King of Israel. 



5. Then entered in those Wise Men three, full reverently upon the knee,  

and offered there, in his presence, 

their gold and myrrh and frankincense.  

Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel, born is the King of Israel. 
 

WORDS and MUSIC: Trad. English carol; 

harm. from Christmas Carols New and Old, 1871 

 

Prayers of the People, Lord’s Prayer  (Joseph) 

Throughout today’s texts, we have seen the idea of hopes fulfilled in unmistakable visibility. Invite 

participants to respond to each petition out loud or in silence.  

Abundant God, we come to you today as grateful people.  

We thank you for calling us your children, and for loving us as our parent.  

You fill us with hope. Today we pray for your children, our family, and we ask that your healing touch, 

your unbounded peace, and your astonishing love be made known.  

With gratitude, we lift into the light our mothers and fathers, grandmothers and grandfathers, those whom 

we have known since birth, and all who have been parental figures to us.  

With thanksgiving, we lift into the light our sisters and brothers; siblings and friends who have loved us, 

cared for us, and helped us become the people we are today.  

With concern, we lift into the light those members of our family who are hurting; those who are living 

with illness and disease; those who are in pain in mind, body, or spirit.  

With awe, we lift into the light those family members who have answered your call to serve your children 

and accepted the path of ministry and discipleship.  

With humility, we lift ourselves into the light: for the places where we fall short; for the relationships we 

have not nurtured; for the areas in our own lives that need healing.  

With desperation, we lift into the light our siblings around the world; your children who are suffering 

needlessly under pain of war, poverty and disease, oppression and persecution, injustice and terror, natural 

and human-caused disaster.  

With hope, we lift into the light the youngest members of our family.  

With peace, we lift into the light the oldest members of our family.  

With confidence and trust, we pray to you, O God. Amen. 

 

God’s Word Proclaimed       Matthew 2:1-12  (Joseph) 

Good News for Kids (Joseph) 

Sermon (Pam)   “A Letter From Mary” 



Communion (John) 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them up to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

Katie Barrett Todd and Mason Todd  

Prophetic God, in the midst of our lives you call us to be disciples, to be learners and teachers, to be 

followers and leaders, to be prophets and wonderers. You journey with us as you journeyed with the 

magi, leading us through encounter with Christ to new paths that lead us to new ways of living. You call 

us as you did the child Samuel and ask us to dare to be prophets in a world that still shuns your word and 

promise. You patiently wait for us in the Ninevehs of our uncertainty. You offer us healing and cast out 

our demons, and you call us to offer the same to others. Now in this sacred time we recall Jesus’ challenge 

to us to shine a light of grace in all the world. And we offer that grace to others who cross our paths, 

inviting all to come and share this blessed banquet. In simple bread and wine [juice], you offer a meal that 

can always satisfy, that fills our longings with a blessedness that casts off our mourning and adorns us 

with blossoms of joy. As we share in this holy feast, may we remember and feel newly reconnected with 

the Christ and with one another. Amen.  

 

On the night in which he gave himself up for us he took bread, gave thanks to you, broke the bread, gave 

it to his disciples, and said: “Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you.  Do this in remembrance of 

me.”   

When the supper was over, he took the cup, gave thanks to you, gave it to his disciples, and said: “Drink 

from this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, poured out for you and for many for the 

forgiveness of sins.  Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ, we offer ourselves in praise and 

thanksgiving as a holy and living sacrifice, in union with Christ’s offering for us.  Pour out your Holy 

Spirit on us, and on these gifts of bread and wine.  Make them be for us the body and blood of Christ, that 

we may be for the world the body of Christ, redeemed by his blood. 

By your Spirit make us one with Christ, one with each other, and one in ministry to all the world, until 

Christ comes in final victory, and we feast at his heavenly banquet.  Through your Son Jesus Christ, with 

the Holy Spirit in your holy church, all honor and glory is yours, almighty God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 

Prayer of Confession  (John) 

One: As the wise ones sought Jesus by following a star, let us follow the star-child in the Christ-light of 

peace.  

All: Holy light of God, shine on us.  

One: As the wise ones dared to trust in the wonders of the sky, let us walk in the ways of compassion 

together in the wonder of true community on earth. 



All: Holy light of God, shine on us.  

One: As the wise ones returned to their country by another road, let us travel a new path to justice and 

kindness.  

All: Holy light of God, shine on us.  

One: The gifts of the star-child are healing of heart, courage in the struggle for justice and peace, the 

abiding presence of the Spirit in suffering and joy, and power to live life anew.  

All: Thanks be to God! 

One: The Word became flesh and lived among us, and from his fullness, we have received grace upon 

grace. Through Jesus the Christ, we are forgiven and freed.  

All: The true light, which enlightens everyone, has come into the world. Through him, may we find peace. 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving  (Joseph) 

O Shining Light, we give thanks for the light of this day, for the light of eternal love, for the light of the 

journey to justice and peace, and for the light of your grace in our lives. Shine through us, we pray, that 

the light of joy may spread through the world. Amen.  

 

Hymn   UMH #254   “We Three Kings”  verses 1 & 5 

We three kings of Orient are; bearing gifts we traverse afar, 

field and fountain, moor and mountain, following yonder star. 

O star of wonder, star of light, star with royal beauty bright,  

westward leading, still proceeding, guide us to thy perfect light. 

 

5.  Glorious now behold him arise; King and God and sacrifice: 

Alleluia, Alleluia, sounds through the earth and skies.  

O star of wonder, star of light, star with royal beauty bright, 

westward leading, still proceeding, guide us to thy perfect light. 
 

WORDS and MUSIC:  John H. Hopkins, Jr., 1857 

 

Coronavirus Prayer  (Joseph) 

 

Blessing   (Joseph) 

One: Let us go now by another road – the road of constant trust and faithfulness to God.  

All: Let us be watchful – for those whose way is fearful; let us be ready – to stand beside the outcast; let 

us be prepared – to stay the course with those who suffer.  

One: Let us go to the world in the power of the Spirit to fulfill our high calling as disciples of Christ, who 

shines on us now and forever. Amen. 

 

Postlude “Go, Tell It on the Mountain” – arr. Kenton D. Renfrow 


