
Aldersgate 
United  
Methodist  
Church 
 

Children’s Bulletins and coloring materials are available at the back of the Sanctuary. 
Signing and Sound Assisting Devices are available.  Please ask an usher for assistance. 

Large print bulletins and hymnals are available at the back of the Sanctuary. 
Prayer request cards may be found at the entry. 

Worshippers are welcomed to use their own terminology for God. 
If you are considering membership, please contact our pastor, 402-489-1510. 

Coffee, cookies and fellowship are available in Fellowship Hall between services. 

Aldersgate  
United Methodist Church 

www.aldersgatelinc.org 
402-489-1510 (church office) 

aldersgatelinc@windstream.net 
Joseph Rafique, Pastor 

Ministers:  All of Aldersgate’s Members 
Pastor:  Joseph Rafique 
Keyboardist:  Deanna Steward  
Organist:  Jan Malone 
Director of Music:  Julie Clopper-Smith 
Administrative Assistant:  Stacey Lienemann 

7:00 p.m. Service 
Greeters: John & Rita Mulcahy 
Ushers:  Dennis Frederick & Abisha Rafique 
Lector: Stacey Lienemann 

February 26, 2020 
Ash Wednesday 

ALL: In the ashes of my old life, a new life is born. 

PASTOR: An ending and a beginning: the end of a life that brings hurt, and a begin-
ning to a life that offers healing. 

ALL: In the ashes of my old life, a new life is born. 

PASTOR: An ending and a beginning: the end of a journey going away from God, and 
a beginning of a journey to God. 

ALL: In the ashes of my old life, a new life is born. 
 
Prayer  

ALL: Loving God, gracious and merciful, slow to anger and abounding in stead-
fast love, I return to you with all my heart.  See, I have marked myself with 
a sign.  I am the one who will loose the bonds of injustice.  I am the one who 
will undo the things of the yoke.  Let your light break forth like the dawn, 
and your healing spring up quickly.  Guide me, satisfy me, make me 
strong, in Jesus’ name I ask.  Amen. 

 

*Hymn #269 (red) “Lord Who Throughout These Forty Days” 
 
*Commissioning and Blessing   

ALL: Let us move into Lent in faith and truth, touching each other’s lives as 
we go. 

(The people touch the shoulder of the person next to them and then slowly turn  
during the blessing, facing the doors ready for the journey into Lent.   

They need not do this all at the same time.) 
PASTOR: Go into this holy Lent as people of God, blessed and graced.  You have con-

sidered what is yours to cling to, and what you need to release.  You have 
received a sign of your mortality, and a sign of your faith.  Go into this holy 
Lent as the people of God.  Seek reconciliation.  Discover the promises of 
God, and live into them.  Amen. 

 
*Postlude  “What a Friend” — arr. Jack Schrader 

(Please help the ushers by putting the hymnals back on the chairs.) 



Order of Worship 
February 26, 2020 

*Please stand as you are able and respond by reading the bold print. 
† lector’s part 

 

Welcome and Announcements (Welcome everyone, especially our guests.) 
(Please sign an attendance register as they are passed.) 

 
Music for Centering Prayer  “I Hear the Voice of Jesus Say”—arr. Lloyd Larson 
 
Invitation 

PASTOR: The grace, mercy and peace from God the Creator, Jesus the Savior  
 and Spirit the Comforter, be with you. 

ALL: And also with you.  
 
Call to Worship †  

LECTOR: It’s time!  It’s time! 

VOICE: Gather all the people! 
ALL: We are coming to worship. 

LECTOR: Hurry!  Hurry, this is important! 

VOICE: Why?  Gather. 

ALL: We are coming into the presence of God. 

LECTOR: We are coming to say we are sorry. 

VOICE: We are coming to remember that God loves us. 

ALL: We are coming to worship God. 

PASTOR: We take the hurts, the pains, the sins of the past and this powerful symbol of 
God’s healing.  God holds all we have done, and heals it giving it a new 
shape in love.  God raises us up from the ashes of all that we seek to leave 
behind and gives us a new birth through forgiveness. 

ALL: Thanks be to God.  Amen. 
 
Opening Prayer  

ALL: Gracious and loving God, we gather together and offer our prayer of 
thanksgiving for your words of care and compassion:  “I have no pleasure 
in the death of the wicked, but that the wicked turn from their evil ways 
and live.”  Help us to do what pleases you by turning away from our evil 
ways.  Grant also that we share that same care and compassion with one 
another, friends or stranger.  Keep our hearts and minds on you so that as  
Christ-centered servants we can make a difference in your world doing 
your work with our hands and voices.  In Jesus’ name we pray.  Amen. 

 

*Hymn #2202 (black) “Come Away with Me” 
 
God’s Word Proclaimed † Joel 2:1-2, 12-17 

LECTOR: In faith, let us respond to God’s word together.  We believe in God: 

ALL: therefore we know we are not God. 

LECTOR: We believe in Jesus Christ.  Therefore we can see the difference between 
God made flesh 

ALL: and the reality of our own lives. 

LECTOR: We believe in the Holy Spirit.  Therefore we know, all too well, 

ALL: the distance between ourselves and truth. 
 

Gospel Lesson Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21 

(The Word is among us.  We will hold silence before its call to us.) 
PASTOR: Let us enter the time of Lent by looking at the cross, people who stand 

among others as truly human — no better, no worse, simply offered the 
grace of God as we go.  We remember some moments of courage and faith-
fulness, the times when we cheered on the good of life, like the laying of 
palm branches for the journey of Jesus Christ to Jerusalem. 

ALL: Then we remember how we turned our faces away, in doubt and fear, 
in failure and weakness, and the palm branches of our better moments 
become as ashes. 

PASTOR: As we enter the time of Lent, we will stay in humble silence with our own 
humanness.  Let us name who we are before our God: 

ALL: We will stay this day with our own humanness, for we are born of the 
earth and will one day return to it.  We know who we are.  We are not 
God. 

 
Special Music  “Ashes to Ashes” — Aldersgate Choir, Patrick Williams, solo 
 
Imposition of Ashes 

PASTOR: Receiving the mark of our humanness, I invite those who wish to do so, to 
come forward and receive the mark of the ashes on our forehead or back of 
our hand, the mark which bears witness to your preparedness to own that 
you are an ordinary human being.   

 Dust thou art and to dust thou shall return. 
Receiving the Ashes  

PASTOR: An ending and a beginning: the end of our old selves, and a new beginning 
in faith. 

ALL: In the ashes of my old life, a new life is born. 

PASTOR: An ending and a beginning: the end of living in the shadows, and a begin-
ning to living within the light. 


