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Greeting and Announcements (John) 
 
Music for Centering Prayer  “Lord, Be Glorified” — arr. Mark Hayes 
 
Call to Worship (John)  

PASTOR: Hear the choices God sets before us: life and prosperity or death and adversity 

ALL: O God, you have searched us and known us.  You know our thoughts and every move we 
make. 

PASTOR: Listen to the ordinances of our God, love God and walk in the way God commands. 

ALL: O God, we will listen for your words and seek to walk on the paths you intend. 
 

Opening Prayer (John)  

PASTOR: Like a skilled potter, O God, you have shaped each one of us as a unique design.  You know us 
better than we know ourselves.  You value us more highly than we can imagine.  You weep when 
we are marred or broken through our own misdeeds or the world’s cruelty. 

ALL: We gather now to assemble our prayers for one another and all the world’s people in a cho-
rus of devotion.  Hear us, gracious God.  In Jesus’ name we ask.  Amen. 

 

Hymn #126 (red) “Sing Praise to God Who Reigns Above” 

Sing praise to God who reigns above, the God of all creation, 
the God of power, the God of love, the God of our salvation. 

With healing balm my soul is filled and every faithless murmur stilled: 
To God all praise and glory. 

 
2. The Lord is never far away, but through all grief distressing, 
an ever present help and stay, our peace and joy and blessing. 

As with a mother’s tender hand, God gently leads the chosen band: 
To God all praise and glory. 

 
3. Thus, all my toilsome way along, I sing aloud thy praises, 

that earth may hear the grateful song my voice unwearied raises. 
Be joyful in the Lord, my heart, both soul and body bear your part: 

To God all praise and glory. 
 

4. Let all who name Christ’s holy name give God all praise and glory;  
let all who own his power proclaim aloud the wondrous story! 

Cast each false idol from its throne, for Christ is Lord, and Christ alone: 
To God all praise and glory. 

 
WORDS:  Johann J. Schütz, 1675; trans. by Frances E. Cox, 1864 

MUSIC:  Bohemian Brethren’s Kirchengesänge, 1566; harm. by Maurice F. Bell, 1906 

 



Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer #895 (red, Joseph)   

PASTOR: The greeting “grace and peace” is found at the beginning of most letters in the New Testament.  
Throughout this prayer, we will contemplate what it means to be people of grace and peace in the 
Spirit of Christ.   

 The sun rises, the darkness fades, and a new day unfolds with possibilities before us.  When we 
allow grace to have its way, we see beauty shining everywhere and our hearts grow warm with 
gratitude.  By your Spirit, we become people of grace and peace who enlarge the presence of 
beauty in the world.  Though the laws of our land abolished slavery and all have the right to 
know the goodness of this world, some still await liberation.  We pray for asylum seekers and 
refugees, political prisoners and those who speak out for justice.  We pray for those who endure 
deplorable working conditions and those who make their home in poverty and civil unrest.  By 
your Spirit, 

ALL: may we be people of grace and peace. 

PASTOR: Some are silenced or excluded from the tables of influence and leadership because of the color of 
their skin, their gender, their socio-economic reality, or their differing beliefs.  But you welcomed 
all people erasing the labels of distinction.  By your Spirit, 

ALL: may we be people of grace and peace. 

PASTOR: Some are imprisoned by the suffering of their mind, bodies, and souls.  From this place it can be 
hard to imagine the way forward; to hold on to hope that healing will come.  By your Spirit, 

ALL: may we be people of grace and peace. 

PASTOR: Even as we delight in the beauty of life may we see clearly the situations that are in need of our 

compassionate involvement.   (pause for names or situations)   
 Lord, grant that in and with and through your Spirit we may be people of grace and peace in this 

world.  May all our prayers reach the throne of your mercy for we offer them wrapped in the 
prayer that Jesus our Lord taught his disciples, saying: 

ALL: Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen.   

 

Hymn #2152 (black, twice) “Change My Heart, O God” 

Change my heart, O God, make it ever true.  Change my heart, O God, may I be like you.   
You are the Potter, I am the clay.  Mold me and make me, this is what I pray. 

Change my heart, O God, make it ever true.  Change my heart, O God, may I be like you. 
 

WORDS and MUSIC:  Eddie Espinosa © 1982 Mercy/Vineyard Publishing 

 
God’s Word Proclaimed (Joseph) Jeremiah 18:1-11 
 
Sermon (John) “We Have a Chance to Change Before It Is Too Late” 
 
Sacrament of Holy Communion (Joseph) 

PASTOR: The Lord be with you. 

ALL: And also with you. 

PASTOR: Lift up your hearts. 

ALL: We lift them up to the Lord. 

PASTOR: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

ALL: It is right to give God our thanks and praise. 

PASTOR: It is right and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Almighty 
God, Creator of heaven and earth.  You formed us in your image and breathed into us the breath 
of life.  When we turned away, and our love failed, your love remained steadfast.  You delivered 
us from captivity, made covenant to be our sovereign God, and spoke to us through your proph-
ets, who looked for that day when justice shall roll down like waters and righteousness like an 
ever-flowing stream, when nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn 



war anymore.  And so, with your people on earth and all the company of heaven we praise your 
name and join their unending hymn: 

ALL: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory.   
 Hosanna in the highest.  Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.   
 Hosanna in the highest. 

PASTOR: Holy are you, God, and blessed is your Son Jesus Christ.  Your Spirit anointed him to preach 
good news to the poor, to proclaim release to the captives and recovering of sight to the blind, to 
set at liberty those who are oppressed, and to announce that the time had come when you would 
save your people.  He healed the sick, fed the hungry, and ate with sinners.  By the baptism of his 
suffering, death and resurrection, you gave birth to your Church, delivered us from slavery to sin 
and death, and made with us a new covenant by water and the Spirit. 

 On the night in which he gave himself up for us, he took bread, gave thanks to you, broke the 
bread, gave it to his disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you.  Do 
this in remembrance of me.”  When the supper was over, he took the cup, gave thanks to you, 
gave it to his disciples and said: “Drink from this, all of you; this is my blood of the new cove-
nant, poured out for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.  Do this, as often as you drink 
it, in remembrance of me.” 

 And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ, we offer ourselves in praise 
and thanksgiving as a holy and living sacrifice, in union with Christ’s offering for us, as we pro-
claim the mystery of faith. 

ALL: Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again. 

PASTOR: Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here, and on these gifts of bread and wine.  Make them 
be for us the body and blood of Christ, that we may be for the world the body of Christ, redeemed 
by his blood.  By your Spirit make us one with Christ, one with each other, and one in ministry to 
all the world, until Christ comes in final victory, and we feast at his heavenly banquet.  Through 
your Son Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your Holy Church, all honor and glory is yours, al-
mighty God, now and forever.  Amen. 

ALL: Amen. 
 

Prayer of Confession Before Sharing the Bread and Cup (John) 

PASTOR: The bread of heaven transforms a sinner into a saint.  Receive the bread, eat and be transformed. 

ALL: We receive this gift knowing that we are only sanctified by God’s grace.  

PASTOR: The bread of heaven changes our church community.  Share the bread; share the cup. 
ALL: We gather as a family of faith.  We share our lives with each other. 

PASTOR: The bread of heaven strengthens us before sending us into the world.  Pass on the gift with joy to 
all near and far. 

ALL: We are thankful to God for the privilege of being chosen and sent.  With gratefulness we 
will serve and witness. 

PASTOR: The bread of heaven is holy and pure.  Our Lord invites to his table all who love him, who ear-
nestly repent of their sin and seek to live in peace with one another.  Let us draw near with faith, 
make our humble confession and prepare to receive this Holy Sacrament. 

ALL: I do not presume to come to this your table, O merciful Lord, trusting in my own goodness, 
but in your unfailing mercies.  I am not worthy that you should receive me, but give your 
word and I shall be healed, through Jesus Christ my Lord.  Amen. 

PASTOR: Hear the good news: Christ died for us while we were yet sinners; that is proof of God’s love to-
ward us.  In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven. 

ALL: Amen.  In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven. 

PASTOR: Amen. 
 

Sharing the Body and Blood of Christ   (Please come forward if you wish to receive the elements.) 
 



Prayer of Dedication of Gifts and Self (Joseph)  

PASTOR: Thank you, caring God, for feeding us with the body and blood of your Son.  All that we are is 
gathered into the heart of Christ — nothing and no one is excluded.  Through this unconditional 
love the brilliance of Christ’s community shines out. 

ALL: O God, remind us that all of our days are designed by you.  Take us where we are and abide 
with us day by day through the remainder of this year, and beyond.  Grant us the privilege 
to be a blessing to others with the gifts loaned us as your holy people.  Hear our prayer in 
Jesus’ name.  Amen. 

 

Hymn #382 (red) “Have Thine Own Way, Lord”  

Have thine own way, Lord!  Have thine own way! 
Thou art the potter, I am the clay. 

Mold me and make me after thy will, 
while I am waiting, yielded and still.  

  
2. Have thine own way, Lord!  Have thine own way! 

Search me and try me, Savior today! 
Wash me just now, Lord, wash me just now,  

as in thy presence humbly I bow. 
 

3. Have thine own way, Lord!  Have thine own way! 
Wounded and weary, help me I pray!  

Power, all power, surely is thine! 
Touch me and heal me, Savior divine! 

 
4. Have thine own way, Lord!  Have thine own way! 

Hold o'er my being absolute sway. 
Fill with thy Spirit till all shall see 
Christ only, always, living in me! 

 
WORDS:  Adelaide A. Pollard, 1902 
MUSIC:   George C. Stebbins, 1907   

 
Commissioning and Blessing (John) 

PASTOR: God expects to hold first place in our lives, we put everything we own on the line of faithfulness. 

ALL: We want to be obedient to the law of love.  We want to show God’s love in all we do. 

PASTOR: We are held in the thoughts of God.  We are shaped and reshaped by the potter’s hands. 
ALL: We are finding new patterns of faithfulness.  We are discovering new reasons for joy. 

PASTOR: Go God’s beloved people to bless others as God the Creator, the Redeemer and the Sustainer has 
blessed you.  Amen. 

 
Postlude  “I Have Decided to Follow Jesus” — arr. Mark Hayes 
 



Announcements 
…………………………….. 

Today, September 4 2022  
9:00 a.m. Worship — Worship Center and online https://www.youtube.com/channel/

UCt21eDWxyIs1fpzpifo4LYg/live. Or at your convenience at www.aldersgatelinc.org or on 
YouTube on the Aldersgate United Methodist Church, Lincoln, Nebraska channel.  

11:00 a.m. Worship — Worship Center 
10:00 a.m. Discussion on the flooding in Pakistan and aid 
1:00 p.m. Lincoln Ostomy Group — Sunshine Room 
1:30 p.m. Virtual Fellowship — zoom 

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/812243946?pwd=clRSQUlOZjYrQjIyZHk0aTZvQzFMQT09 
Meeting ID: 812 243 946 
Password: 021075 
One tap mobile  +12532158782,,812243946#,,1#,021075# US (Tacoma) 
Dial by your location        +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kcFkfw3laD 

 
Monday, September 5 Labor Day 

Office is closed. 
 
Tuesday, September 6 

11:30 a.m. Grand Generation — Stauffer’s Café & Pie Shoppe, 5600 S. 48th.  Seniors socialize over lunch. 
 
Wednesday, September 7 

1:30 p.m. Book Club The Reading List: A Novel by Sara Nisha Adams — zoom 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84680892716?
pwd=VEZRSEY3U1pXZi9na2hXbm5KV0dWZz09 
Meeting ID: 846 8089 2716 
Passcode: 190627 
One tap mobile 
+13462487799,,84680892716#,,,,,,0#,,190627# US (Houston) 
Dial by your location 
        +1 346 248 7799 US (Houston) 
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kdKqVtOgh  

7:00 p.m. Choir Practice — Worship Center 
 
Thursday, September 8 

12:30 p.m. Worship & Prayer Service — Theater, Legacy Estates 
 
Friday, September 9 

6:30 p.m. Friday Fling — Fellowship Hall.  Share in food, fun and fellowship by playing cards. 
 

Saturday, September 10 
Great Plains Virtual Annual Conference 
11:00 a.m. Citizen’s Climate Lobby — Sunshine Room 

 
Next Sunday, September 11, 2022  Patriot Day 

9:00 a.m. Worship — Worship Center and online https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCt21eDWxyIs1fpzpifo4LYg/live. Or at your convenience at www.aldersgatelinc.org or on 
YouTube on the Aldersgate United Methodist Church, Lincoln, Nebraska channel.  

10:00 a.m. Faith Stories with Dwight Ganzel — Room 4 
11:00 a.m. Worship — Worship Center 
1:30 p.m. Virtual Fellowship — zoom 
 

 



Next Monday, September 12 
1:30 p.m. United Women in Faith with Char Haggar — Room 4 
6:00 p.m. Zeta Chapter of Delta Kappa Gamma — Fellowship Hall 
7:00 p.m. Trustees — zoom 
 

Thursday, September 15 
2:30 p.m. Care Ministry — zoom 
 

Friday, September 16 ‒ Saturday, September 17 
3:30 p.m. Friday ‒ 3:00 p.m. Saturday  United Women in Faith Annual Great Plains Conference Meeting 

— First U.M. Church, Kearney, 4500 Linden Dr. 
 
Saturday, September 17 

8:00 a.m. Men’s Breakfast — Room 4.  Catered by Hy-Vee. 
 

Sunday, September 18 
10:00 a.m. Faith Stories with Nosheen Rafique on Pakistan — Room 4 
10:00 a.m. Children’s Sunday School — Room 2 
10:00 a.m. Youth Sunday School — Sunshine Room 
12:00 p.m. Ruth Maier 90th Birthday Party with light refreshments provided — Fellowship Hall 
 

Tuesday, September 20 
7:00 p.m. Book Club The Reading List: A Novel by Sara Nisha Adams — Room 4 
 

Wednesday, September 21 
1:30 p.m. Stitcheroos — Room 4 

 
Tuesday, September 27 

7:00 p.m. Earth Stewards — zoom 
 

Tuesday, October 4 
11:30 a.m. Grand Generation — Stauffer’s Café & Pie Shoppe, 5600 S. 48th 
 

Wednesday, October 5 
1:30 p.m. Book Club The Stranger in the Lifeboat by Mitch Albom — zoom 
 

Sunday, October 9 
12 noon Celebration Potluck — Sunshine Room 
1:00 p.m. CROP Walk — Bethany Christian Church, 1645 N. Cotner 

 
Friday, October 14 

6:30 p.m. Friday Fling — Fellowship Hall 
 

Saturday, October 15 
8:00 a.m. Men’s Breakfast — Room 4 
9:00 a.m. United Women in Faith Annual District Meeting — St. Paul U.M. Church, 1144 ‘M’ St. 
 

Tuesday, October 18 
7:00 p.m. Book Club Hell of a Book by Jason Mott — Room 4 
 

Wednesday, October 19 
1:30 p.m. Stitcheroos — Room 4 
 

Thursday, October 20 
2:30 p.m. Care Ministry — zoom 
 


