
Worshippers are welcomed to use their own terminology for God. 
If you are considering membership, please contact our pastor, 402-489-1510. 

Aldersgate  
United Methodist Church 

8320 South Street 
Lincoln, NE  68506-6540 
www.aldersgatelinc.org 

402-489-1510 (church office) 
aldersgatelinc@gmail.com 

 
Joseph Rafique, Pastor 

402-499-7101 (cell) 
402-483-7250 (home) 

jrafique@GreatPlainsUMC.org 

Ministers:  All of Aldersgate’s Members 
Pastor:  Joseph Rafique 
Organist:  Jan Malone 
Director of Music:  Julie Clopper-Smith 
Administrative Assistant:  Stacey Lienemann 
Child Care Attendant:  Katie Softley 
Custodian:  Scott Hoyt 

9:00 a.m. 
With Pastor John Goldrich serving 

Newman U.M. Church 
Videographer: Nancy Taylor 
Song Leaders: Kara Steward 

 
11:00 a.m. Service 

Lector: Stacey Lienemann 
Greeter: Dan Smith 

Aldersgate 
United Methodist Church 

 

September 25, 2022 
Taking Care of Our Church 



September 18, 2022 

  
 

Greeting and Announcements (9 Joseph, 11 Stacey) 
 
Stewardship Moment (Steve) 
 
Music for Centering Prayer  “As the Deer”/“Fairest Lord Jesus” — arr. M. Hayes 
 

Call to Worship (11 Stacey, Lia, Steve)  
JOSEPH: In you, caring God, we find all we need. 

JOHN: Some of us come in joy and wonderment. 

GAYLENE: Some of us come quaking with fear. 

KARA: Some of us come confused and needing a guiding hand. 

JOSEPH: Others of us come distracted or angry or bored. 

JOHN: Some come aching with pain or uncertainty. 

ALL: But we all come — because we know that here we will find you, and praise you and thank 
you for the breath of life that is ours today.  Accept our worship Lord, as an offering of our 
tender hearts.  We bow before you and praise your name.  Amen. 

 

Opening Prayer (9 Joseph, 11 Stacey)  

PASTOR: Gracious God, we and the whole world depend so completely on your grace.  May the healing 
power of your unmerited favor toward us overcome whatever we face today and worry about to-
morrow.  In gratitude, may we respond to all humanity with care and mercy as well. 

ALL: May we exercise any power and privilege we have to respond to the plight of those in posi-
tions of powerlessness or pain or hopelessness.  Keep our eyes open to the needs of those 
around us.  Soften our hearts that we might value people and stewardship more than posi-
tion and prestige.  In the name of Jesus, we pray.  Amen. 

 

Hymn #108 (red) “God Hath Spoken” 

God hath spoken by the prophets, spoken the unchanging Word, 
each from age to age proclaiming, God the One, the righteous Lord! 
’Mid the world’s despair and turmoil, one firm anchor holdeth fast:  

God eternal reigns forever, God the first, and God the last. 
 

2.  God hath spoken by Christ Jesus, Christ, the everlasting Son;  
brightness of the Father’s glory, with the Father ever one;  

spoken by the Word incarnate, God of God, ere time was born;  
Light of Light, to earth descending, Christ, as God in human form. 

 
3. God yet speaketh by the Spirit, speaketh to our hearts again;  

in the age-long Word expounding God’s own message, now as then. 
Thru the rise and fall of nations, one sure faith yet standing fast,  

God abides, the Word unchanging, God the first, and God the last. 
 

WORDS: George W. Briggs, 1952, alt. © 1953, renewed 1981 The Hymn Society of America 
MUSIC: Thomas J. Williams, 1890 

 



Prayer of Confession and Words of Affirmation (John) 

PASTOR: God of mercy, you place before us the needs of others, 

ALL: but we have so much going on in our own lives , we have little energy left to respond. 

PASTOR: God of mercy, you place before us the needs of the church. 
ALL: Are there not others who have more responsibility to do something for the church than we? 

PASTOR: God of mercy, you place before us the needs of the world. 

ALL: What can we do in the face of such needs?  We are reluctant to even cry. 

PASTOR: God of mercy, you satisfy our needs and shower us with blessings, forgive us when we turn away 
from others.  Please, O Christ, open us to possibilities for relationship and service to those in 
need of your care. 

ALL: Forgive us Lord, and help us start anew as ambassadors of your mercy and love. 

PASTOR: For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may 

not perish but may have eternal life.  (John 3:16)  This is the assurance of our Lord and Savior Je-
sus Christ.  Your sins are forgiven. 

ALL: Thanks be to God. 
 

Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer #895 (red, John)   

PASTOR: Gracious and loving God, we acknowledge our fear, and we come seeking your protection.  We 
call to you: 

ALL: my refuge and my fortress; my God, in whom I trust. 

PASTOR: We acknowledge times of greed and longing for material things, and we pray for your generosity. 

ALL: My refuge and my fortress; my God, in whom I trust. 

PASTOR: We acknowledge our reluctance to recognize our neighbors in need and remember that you have 
taught us to love them as much as we love ourselves. 

ALL: My refuge and my fortress; my God, in whom I trust. 

PASTOR: We acknowledge our fear of the future, our unwillingness to put our lives, our talents and the 
fruits of our labor at your disposal because we worry that we might need them. 

ALL: My refuge and my fortress; my God, in whom I trust. 

PASTOR: Empower us, loving, generous Creator, to be a faithful community and trust in your goodness, 
love and protection.  Free us from all that separates us from you. 

ALL: Our refuge and our fortress; our God, in whom we trust. 

PASTOR: What other prayer needs would you like to lift up?  (pause)  Lord, in your love, 

ALL: hear our prayer. 

PASTOR: O God, in your loving purpose answer our prayers and fulfil our hopes.  In all things for which 
we pray, give us the will to seek to bring them about, for the sake of Jesus Christ who taught his 
disciples to pray, saying: 

ALL: Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen.   

 

Hymn #589 (9 red) “The Church of Christ, in Every Age” 

The church of Christ, in every age beset by change but Spirit-led, 
must claim and test its heritage and keep on rising from the dead. 

 
2. Across the world, across the street, the victims of injustice cry  

for shelter and for bread to eat, and never live until they die. 
 

3. Then let the servant church arise, a caring church that longs 
to be a partner in Christ’s sacrifice, and clothed in Christ’s humanity. 

 



4. For he alone, whose blood was shed, can cure the fever in our blood,  
and teach us how to share our bread and feed the starving multitude. 

 
5. We have no mission but to serve in full obedience to our Lord, 
to care for all, without reserve, and spread his liberating word. 

 
WORDS: Fred Pratt Green, 1969; © 1971 Hope Publishing Co. 

MUSIC: Lee Hastings Bristol, Jr. 1962; © 1962 Theodore Presser Co. 

Special Music (11) “On Eagle’s Wings” — Aldersgate Choir 
 

God’s Word Proclaimed (9 Kara, 11 Lia) I Timothy 6:6-19 

(9 John, 11 Stacey) Luke 16:19-31 
 
Sermon (Joseph) “The Time to Bridge the Chasms is NOW” 
 
Prayer of Dedication of Gifts and Self (Joseph)  

PASTOR: Generous God, you call us to freely give of our resources for the sake of your kingdom.  You call 
us to give freely of our very selves as well — for the giving of our treasure disconnected from a 
heart of commitment has little value and spiritual power. 

ALL: We ask that you accept these gifts as a sign of our love for you, our faith in you and our 
commitment to you.  Use them for your glory and to bless the lives of those in need, the 
neighbors at our gates as well as those across the world.  Through Jesus the Christ, your 
ultimate gift to us we pray.  Amen. 

 

Hymn #2036 (black) “Give Thanks”  

Give thanks with a grateful heart, give thanks to the Holy One, 
give thanks because he’s given Jesus Christ his Son.   

Give thanks with a grateful heart, give thanks to the Holy One, 
give thanks because he’s given Jesus Christ his Son. 

And now let the weak say, “I am strong”; 
let the poor say, “I am rich because of what the Lord has done for us.”   

And now let the weak say, “I am strong”; 
let the poor say, “I am rich because of what the Lord has done for us.” 

Give thanks with a grateful heart, give thanks to the Holy One, 
give thanks because he’s given Jesus Christ his Son.   

Give thanks with a grateful heart, give thanks to the Holy One, 
give thanks because he’s given Jesus Christ his Son. 

And now let the weak say, “I am strong”; 
let the poor say, “I am rich because of what the Lord has done for us.”   

And now let the weak say, “I am strong”; 
let the poor say, “I am rich because of what the Lord has done for us.” 

Give thanks, give thanks, give thanks. 
 

WORDS and MUSIC:  Henry Smith; arr. by Ken Barker 
© 1978 Integrity’s Hosanna! Music  

 

Commissioning and Blessing (John) (from I Timothy) 

PASTOR: May God, who gives life to all things and richly provides us with everything we need, grant us all 
godliness combined with contentment. 

ALL: Through the love of Christ, the blessed and only Sovereign, may we be rich in good works, 
generous and ready to share. 



PASTOR: And by the power of the Holy Spirit, may we take hold of the life that really is life, the life of 
righteousness, faith, love, endurance and gentleness, both now and always.  Amen. 

ALL: Amen. 
 

Postlude  “Stand Up, Stand Up for Jesus” — G.J. Webb  
 



Announcements 
…………………………….. 

Today, September 25, 2022   
9:00 a.m. Worship — Worship Center and online https://www.youtube.com/channel/

UCt21eDWxyIs1fpzpifo4LYg/live. Or at your convenience at www.aldersgatelinc.org or on 
YouTube on the Aldersgate United Methodist Church, Lincoln, Nebraska channel.  

10:00 a.m. Faith Stories with Nosheen Rafique on Pakistan — Room 4 
10:00 a.m. Children’s Sunday School — Room 2 
10:00 a.m. Youth Sunday School — Room 1 
11:00 a.m. Worship — Worship Center 
1:30 p.m. Virtual Fellowship — zoom 

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/812243946?pwd=clRSQUlOZjYrQjIyZHk0aTZvQzFMQT09 
Meeting ID: 812 243 946 
Password: 021075 
One tap mobile  +12532158782,,812243946#,,1#,021075# US (Tacoma) 
Dial by your location        +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kcFkfw3laD 

 
Monday, September 26 

7:00 p.m. Worship Planning and Spiritual Living Team — Room 4 
 

Tuesday, September 27 
3:00 p.m. OLLI “My Backyard” — Sunshine Room 
7:00 p.m. Earth Stewards “Reducing Water Usage” — zoom 

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81778191841?pwd=aVNobS9qU2FabmdrZlJScU8wSkVHQT09 
Meeting ID: 817 7819 1841 
Passcode: 832006 
One tap mobile 
+16699009128,,81778191841#,,,,*832006# US (San Jose) 
Dial by your location 
        +1 669 900 9128 US (San Jose) 
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kpGzFaqtB 

 
Wednesday, September 28 

2:00 p.m. Justice Talks Webinar — Worship Center 
7:00 p.m. Choir Practice — Worship Center 

 
Thursday, September 29 

12:30 p.m. Worship & Prayer Service — Theater, Legacy Estates 
 
Friday, September 30 

8:45 a.m. Take Off Pounds Sensibly — Room 4 
 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCt21eDWxyIs1fpzpifo4LYg/live
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCt21eDWxyIs1fpzpifo4LYg/live
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/812243946?pwd=clRSQUlOZjYrQjIyZHk0aTZvQzFMQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kcFkfw3laD
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81778191841?pwd=aVNobS9qU2FabmdrZlJScU8wSkVHQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kpGzFaqtB


Next Sunday, October 2  World Communion Sunday 
9:00 a.m. Worship — Worship Center and online https://www.youtube.com/channel/

UCt21eDWxyIs1fpzpifo4LYg/live. Or at your convenience at www.aldersgatelinc.org or on 
YouTube on the Aldersgate United Methodist Church, Lincoln, Nebraska channel.  

10:00 a.m. Children’s Sunday School — Room 2 
10:00 a.m. Youth Sunday School — Sunshine Room 
11:00 a.m. Worship — Worship Center 
1:00 p.m. Lincoln Ostomy Group — Sunshine Room 
1:30 p.m. Virtual Fellowship — zoom 
4:00 p.m. “It’s the Gospel” Piano Duet Fundraiser for the Eastridge Emergency Food Pantry — Eastridge 

Presbyterian Church, 1135 Eastridge Dr.  A freewill offering will be taken with all proceeds 
donated to the Eastridge Food Pantry. Food items will also be accepted. Items in high demand 
include macaroni and cheese dinners, canned fruit and vegetables, cereal, rice, pasta, pasta 
sauce, canned soup, boxed dinners, and fruit juice. Personal care items, including shampoo, de-
odorant, toothbrushes and toothpaste, and laundry detergent are also needed. 

 
Tuesday, October 4 

11:30 a.m. Grand Generation — Stauffer’s Café & Pie Shoppe, 5600 S. 48th.  Seniors socialize over lunch. 
 

Wednesday, October 5 
1:30 p.m. Book Club The Stranger in the Lifeboat by Mitch Albom — zoom 
 

Saturday, October 8 
11:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.  As part of Community Climate Awareness Week, Citizen’s Climate Lobby pre-

sents Deke Arndt “Rising Incidence and Cost of Extreme Weather Events and What We Can 
Do as Climate Activists” — Worship Center.  Public is welcome to attend.  Followed by a stroll 
in the Gardens. 

 
Sunday, October 9 

12 noon Celebration Potluck — Sunshine Room 
1:00 p.m. CROP Walk — Bethany Christian Church, 1645 N. Cotner 

 
Monday, October 10 

1:00 p.m. United Women in Faith Mission Tour (all are invited) — Center for People in Need, 3901 N. 
27th St.  Carpool from Aldersgate. 

 
Friday, October 14 

6:30 p.m. Friday Fling — Fellowship Hall 
 

Saturday, October 15 
8:00 a.m. Men’s Breakfast — Room 4.  Catered by Hy-Vee 
9:00 a.m. United Women in Faith Annual District Meeting — St. Paul U.M. Church, 1144 ‘M’ St. 
 

Tuesday, October 18 
7:00 p.m. Book Club Hell of a Book by Jason Mott — Room 4 
 

Wednesday, October 19 
1:30 p.m. Stitcheroos — Room 4 
 

Thursday, October 20 
2:30 p.m. Care Ministry — zoom 
 

Tuesday, October 25 
7:00 p.m. Earth Stewards — zoom 
 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCt21eDWxyIs1fpzpifo4LYg/live
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCt21eDWxyIs1fpzpifo4LYg/live

