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Greeting and Announcements (9 John, 11 Jan) 
 

Stewardship Moment (11 Carol) 
 

Music for Centering Prayer (9) “More Precious than Silver” — arr. James Koerts 

(11) “More Precious than Silver” — L. DeShazo 
 

Call to Worship (9 John, 11 Joseph)  
PASTOR: God welcomes those whose hearts are sick, whose joy is gone. 

ALL: There is a balm in Gilead.  There is a physician who heals. 

PASTOR: Bring all your urgent prayers and honest laments.  God is eager to offer salvation. 

ALL: We cry out to God for deliverance.  We cry out for relief from our suffering. 
 

Opening Prayer (9 John, 11 Joseph)  

PASTOR: Into your holy temple, we have come, gracious God.  This is not our church but yours.  We can-
not claim our world; it is a trust from your hand.  Our lives, our health, our length of days call 
forth our stewardship.  We are managers, not owners, so we come to you now to give account and 
seek your further commands. 

ALL: Help us, O God, to use our wealth to address problems you call us to solve, to win others to 
your way of love, and to heal the brokenness of your world.  Bless our learning and our do-
ing.  In Jesus’ name we pray.  Amen. 

 

Hymn #127 (red) “Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah” 

Guide me, O thou great Jehovah, pilgrim through this barren land. 
I am weak, but thou art mighty; hold me with thy powerful hand.  

Bread of heaven, bread of heaven, feed me till I want no more; 
feed me till I want no more. 

 
2. Open now the crystal fountain, whence the healing stream doth flow;  

let the fire and cloudy pillar lead me all my journey through. 
Strong deliverer, strong deliverer, be thou still my strength and shield; 

be thou still my strength and shield. 
 

3. When I tread the verge of Jordan, bid my anxious fears subside; 
death of death and hell's destruction, land me safe on Canaan's side. 

Songs of praises, songs of praises, I will ever give to thee; 
I will ever give to thee. 

 
WORDS:  William Williams, 1745; trans. from the Welsh by Peter Williams and the author, 1771 

MUSIC:  John Hughes, 1907 

 
Prayer of Confession and Words of Affirmation (Joseph) 

PASTOR: We resist the great physician, for healing requires change and we have not been ready to give up 
our favorite vices.  We have not been eager to do things God’s way.  Join me as we seek for-
giveness. 



ALL: O God, we have not managed well the wealth of the earth, which is our trust from you.  We 
have modified your commands to suit our own egos and desires.  We have wasted resources 
while hoarding for our own use what is meant for all to enjoy.  Our concerns are narrow 
and our compassion is weak.  We are restless and unfulfilled for we have not tried your 
ways.  Forgive us, we pray, and lead us into your new day.  Amen. 

PASTOR: For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may 

not perish but may have eternal life.  (John 3:16)  This is the assurance of our Lord and Savior Je-
sus Christ: your sins are forgiven. 

ALL: Thanks be to God. 
 

Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer #895 (red, Joseph)   

PASTOR: Let us bring the needs of the church, the world, and all in need, to God’s loving care, saying: 
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 Empower the church throughout the world in its life and witness.  Break down the barriers that 
divide, that, united in your truth and love, the church may confess Your name, share one baptism, 
sit together at one table and serve You in one common ministry.  Lord, in your mercy, 

ALL: hear our prayer. 

PASTOR: Guide the rulers of the nations.  Move them to set aside their fear, greed and vain ambition, and 
bow to Your sovereign rule.  Inspire them to strive for peace and justice, that all your children 
may dwell secure, free of war and injustice.  Lord, in your mercy, 

ALL: hear our prayer. 

PASTOR: Hear the cries of the world’s hungry and suffering.  Give us, who consume most of the earth’s 
resources, the will to reorder our lives, that all may have their rightful share of the food, medical 
care, and shelter, and so have the necessities of a life of dignity.  Lord, in your mercy, 

ALL: hear our prayer. 

PASTOR: Restore among us a love of the earth you created for our home. Help us put an end to ravishing its 
land, air and waters, and give us respect for all your creatures, that, living in harmony with every-
thing you have made, your whole creation may resound in an anthem of praise to your glorious 
name.  Lord, in your mercy, 

ALL: hear our prayer. 

PASTOR: Renew our nation in the ways of justice and peace.  Guide those who make and administer our 
laws to build a society based on trust and respect.  Erase prejudices that oppress; free us from 
crime and violence.  Lord, in your mercy, 

ALL: hear our prayer. 

PASTOR: Strengthen this congregation in its work and worship.  Fill our hearts with your self-giving love, 
that our voices may speak your praise and our lives may conform to the image of your Son.  
Nourish us with your word and sacraments that we may faithfully minister in your name and wit-
ness to your love and grace for all the world.  Lord, in your mercy. 

ALL: hear our prayer. 

PASTOR: Look with compassion on all who suffer.  Support with your love those with incurable and stig-
matized diseases, those unjustly imprisoned, those denied dignity, those who live without hope, 
those who are homeless or abandoned.  As You have moved toward us in love, so lead us to be 
present with them in their suffering in the name of Jesus Christ.  Lord, in your mercy,  

ALL: hear our prayer. 

PASTOR: O God, in your loving purpose answer our prayers and fulfil our hopes.  In all things for which 
we pray, give us the will to seek to bring them about, for the sake of  Jesus Christ who taught his 
disciples to pray, saying: 

ALL: Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen.   

 



Hymn #354 (9 red) “I Surrender All” 

All to Jesus I surrender; all to him I freely give; 
I will ever love and trust him, in his presence daily live. 

I surrender all, I surrender all, all to thee, my blessed Savior, 
I surrender all. 

 
2. All to Jesus I surrender; humbly at his feet I bow, 

worldly pleasures all forsaken; take me, Jesus, take me now. 
I surrender all, I surrender all, all to thee, my blessed Savior, 

I surrender all. 
 

3. All to Jesus I surrender; make me, Savior, wholly thine; 
fill me with thy love and power; truly know that thou art mine. 

I surrender all, I surrender all, all to thee, my blessed Savior, 
I surrender all. 

 
4. All to Jesus I surrender; Lord, I give myself to thee; 

fill me with thy love and power; let thy blessing fall on me. 
I surrender all, I surrender all, all to thee, my blessed Savior, 

I surrender all. 
 

5. All to Jesus I surrender; now I feel the sacred flame. 
O the joy of full salvation!  Glory, glory, to his name! 

I surrender all, I surrender all, all to thee, my blessed Savior, 
I surrender all. 

 
WORDS:  J. W. Van Deventer, 1896 

MUSIC:  W. S. Weeden, 1896  

Special Music (11) “There Is a Balm in Gilead” — Aldersgate Choir 
 

God’s Word Proclaimed (9 Joseph, 11 Jan) Luke 16:1-13 
 

Sermon (9 John) “It’s Not as Important as We Think”  

(11 Joseph) “An Honest Self-Assessment” 
 

Nicene Creed #880 (red) 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth,  
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from 
God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made.  For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incar-
nate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became truly human.  For our sake he was crucified un-
der Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with 

the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come 
again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who 
with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.   

We believe in the one holy catholic and apostolic church.  We acknowledge one baptism for the for-
giveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 

 



Prayer of Dedication of Gifts and Self (John)  

PASTOR: As managers for God of the worlds’ resources, we share the hurt of those who are poor, sick and 
in mourning.  Our wealth is meant to bring good news to them in Jesus’ name.  Mindful of this, 
let us pray. 

ALL: We give, loving God, because of your generosity to us.  We share because this is your will 
for us.  In faithfulness to your will, we seek to manage the resources you provide for the 
greatest benefit to humankind.  May they bring a bit closer an awareness of your intentions 
for us and your rule among us.  We worship and serve you with all we are and have.  Amen. 

 

Hymn #399 (red) “Take My Life, and Let It Be”  

Take my life, and let it be consecrated, Lord, to thee. 
Take my moments and my days; let them flow in ceaseless praise. 

Take my hands, and let them move at the impulse of thy love. 
Take my feet, and let them be swift and beautiful for thee. 

 
2. Take my voice, and let me sing always, only, for my King. 

Take my lips, and let them be filled with messages from thee. 
Take my silver and my gold; not a mite would I withhold. 

Take my intellect, and use every power as thou shalt choose. 
 

3. Take my will, and make it thine; it shall be no longer mine. 
Take my heart, it is thine own; it shall be thy royal throne. 
Take my love, my Lord, I pour at thy feet its treasure-store. 

Take myself, and I will be ever, only, all for thee. 
 

WORDS:  Frances R. Havergal, 1873 
MUSIC:  Louis J. F. Hérold, 1839; arr. by George Kingsley, 1839 

 
Commissioning and Blessing (Joseph) 

PASTOR: God has delivered and blessed us here through his word and Spirit. 

ALL: We look toward God for guidance and direction. 

PASTOR: Seek to be faithful in all things, great and small.  Acknowledge God’s ownership of all you pos-
sess. 

ALL: We seek to be honest managers and generous stewards.  We are grateful servants of a loving 
God. 

PASTOR: Go, God’s beloved, to bless others as God has blessed you.  Amen.  

ALL: Amen. 
 

Stewardship Moment (9 Carol) 
 

Postlude (9) “Make Me a Servant” — arr. Carl Seal 

(11) “To God Be the Glory” — Wm. Doane  



Announcements 
…………………………….. 

Today, September 18, 2022   
9:00 a.m. Worship — Worship Center and online https://www.youtube.com/channel/

UCt21eDWxyIs1fpzpifo4LYg/live. Or at your convenience at www.aldersgatelinc.org or on 
YouTube on the Aldersgate United Methodist Church, Lincoln, Nebraska channel.  

10:00 a.m. Faith Stories with Nosheen Rafique on Pakistan — Room 4 
10:00 a.m. Children’s Sunday School — Room 2 
10:00 a.m. Youth Sunday School — Room 1 
11:00 a.m. Worship — Worship Center 
11 a.m.-4 p.m.  BBQ and Quilt Auction — Camp Fontanelle, 9677 County Rd. 3 
12:00 p.m. Ruth Maier 90th Birthday Party with light refreshments provided — Fellowship Hall 
1:30 p.m. Virtual Fellowship — zoom 

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/812243946?pwd=clRSQUlOZjYrQjIyZHk0aTZvQzFMQT09 
Meeting ID: 812 243 946 
Password: 021075 
One tap mobile  +12532158782,,812243946#,,1#,021075# US (Tacoma) 
Dial by your location        +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kcFkfw3laD 

 
Monday, September 19 

7:00 p.m. Church Council — zoom 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89210422014?pwd=UEZjQUl4RFAwNTJHdEZsRGRCdEl6Zz09 
Meeting ID: 892 1042 2014 
Passcode: 832006 
One tap mobile 
+12532158782,,89210422014#,,,,*832006# US (Tacoma) 
Dial by your location 
        +1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma) 
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kbw0M4Tny9 
 

Tuesday, September 20 
7:00 p.m. Book Club The Reading List: A Novel by Sara Nisha Adams — Room 4 

 
Wednesday, September 21 

1:30 p.m. Stitcheroos — Room 4 
7:00 p.m. Choir Practice — Worship Center 

 
Thursday, September 15 

12:30 p.m. Worship & Prayer Service — Theater, Legacy Estates 
 
Saturday, September 24 

10:00 a.m. Nebraska Herbal Society — Sunshine Room 
 

Next Sunday, September 25  Taking Care of Our Church Sunday 
9:00 a.m. Worship — Worship Center and online https://www.youtube.com/channel/

UCt21eDWxyIs1fpzpifo4LYg/live. Or at your convenience at www.aldersgatelinc.org or on 
YouTube on the Aldersgate United Methodist Church, Lincoln, Nebraska channel.  

10:00 a.m. Children’s Sunday School — Room 2 
10:00 a.m. Youth Sunday School — Sunshine Room 
11:00 a.m. Worship — Worship Center 
1:30 p.m. Virtual Fellowship — zoom 
 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCt21eDWxyIs1fpzpifo4LYg/live
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCt21eDWxyIs1fpzpifo4LYg/live
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/812243946?pwd=clRSQUlOZjYrQjIyZHk0aTZvQzFMQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kcFkfw3laD
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89210422014?pwd=UEZjQUl4RFAwNTJHdEZsRGRCdEl6Zz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kbw0M4Tny9
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCt21eDWxyIs1fpzpifo4LYg/live
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCt21eDWxyIs1fpzpifo4LYg/live


Next Monday, September 26 
7:00 p.m. Worship Planning and Spiritual Living Team — Room 4 

 
Tuesday, September 27 

7:00 p.m. Earth Stewards “Reducing Water Usage” — zoom 
 

Tuesday, October 4 
11:30 a.m. Grand Generation — Stauffer’s Café & Pie Shoppe, 5600 S. 48th.  Seniors socialize over lunch. 
 

Wednesday, October 5 
1:30 p.m. Book Club The Stranger in the Lifeboat by Mitch Albom — zoom 
 

Saturday, October 8 
11:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.  As part of Community Climate Awareness Week, Citizen’s Climate Lobby pre-

sents Deke Arndt “Rising Incidence and Cost of Extreme Weather Events and What We Can 
Do as Climate Activists” — Worship Center.  Public is welcome to attend.  Followed by a stroll 
in the Gardens. 

 
Sunday, October 9 

12 noon Celebration Potluck — Sunshine Room 
1:00 p.m. CROP Walk — Bethany Christian Church, 1645 N. Cotner 

 
Monday, October 10 

1:00 p.m. United Women in Faith Mission Tour (all are invited) — Center for People in Need, 3901 N. 
27th St.  Carpool from Aldersgate. 

 
Friday, October 14 

6:30 p.m. Friday Fling — Fellowship Hall 
 

Saturday, October 15 
8:00 a.m. Men’s Breakfast — Room 4.  Catered by Hy-Vee 
9:00 a.m. United Women in Faith Annual District Meeting — St. Paul U.M. Church, 1144 ‘M’ St. 
 

Tuesday, October 18 
7:00 p.m. Book Club Hell of a Book by Jason Mott — Room 4 
 

Wednesday, October 19 
1:30 p.m. Stitcheroos — Room 4 
 

Thursday, October 20 
2:30 p.m. Care Ministry — zoom 
 

Tuesday, October 25 
7:00 p.m. Earth Stewards — zoom 
 

Tuesday, November 1 
11:30 a.m. Grand Generation — Stauffer’s Café & Pie Shoppe, 5600 S. 48th 

 
Wednesday, November 2 

1:30 p.m. Book Club Wish You Were Here by Jodi Picoult — zoom 
 

Tuesday, November 8 
8:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m.  Election Day — Fellowship Hall 

 
Friday, November 11 

6:30 p.m. Friday Fling — Fellowship Hall 
 


