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Ministers:  All of Aldersgate’s Members 
Pastor:  Joseph Rafique 
Keyboardist :  Deanna Steward  
Director of Music:  Julie Clopper-Smith 
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Custodian:  Scott Hoyt 

9:00 a.m. 
With Pastor John Goldrich serving 

Newman U.M. Church 
Videographer: Nancy Taylor 
Song Leaders: Dan and Kara Steward 
Greeter: Dan Steward 

 
11:00 a.m. Service 

Lector: Rod Moore 

Aldersgate 
United Methodist Church 

 

July 31, 2022 
Seventh Sunday after Pentecost 



July 31, 2022 Order of Worship  

 

Prelude (9) “God Who Made the Earth and Heaven” — Patricia Lou Harris 

(11) “Prayer of St. Francis” — arr. L. Larson 
 

Greeting (9 John, 11 Rod) 
 
Poem by Joyce Kilmer “Trees” 
 

Call to Worship (9 John, 11 Rod)  

PASTOR: The earth is the Lord’s and all that is in it, the world, and those who live in it. 

ALL: How majestic is God’s name in all the earth, how amazing is God’s transforming power. 

PASTOR: God makes us stewards and gives us choices.  We will be responsible for what we choose to do 
and how we choose to do it. 

ALL: We shall remember that we are not masters over things God created but co-creators with 
God in the world God loaned to us. 

 

Opening Prayer (9 John, 11 Rod)  

PASTOR: Living God, we gather in your presence to worship you.  May our worship join with creation’s, 
praising you according to its kind.  We celebrate the beauty and importance of the trees you have 
made. 

ALL: May the worship of our hearts be reflected in the worship of our lives, so that we enable the 
trees of the forest to sing for joy and the trees of the field to clap their hands, through 
Christ Jesus our Lord.  Amen. 

 

Hymn #147 (red) “All Things Bright and Beautiful” 

All things bright and beautiful, all creatures great and small,  
all things wise and wonderful: the Lord God made them all.  

Each little flower that opens, each little bird that sings, 
God made their glowing colors, and made their tiny wings. 

 
All things bright and beautiful, all creatures great and small,  
all things wise and wonderful: the Lord God made them all. 

2.  The purple-headed mountains, the river running by, 
the sunset and the morning that brightens up the sky. 

 
All things bright and beautiful, all creatures great and small,  
all things wise and wonderful: the Lord God made them all. 

3.  The great trees of this earth, that rise up to the sun, 
to give us shade and oxygen, God made them every one. 

 
All things bright and beautiful, all creatures great and small,  
all things wise and wonderful: the Lord God made them all. 
4.  God gave us eyes to see them, and lips that we might tell 

how great is God Almighty, who has made all things well. 
 

All things bright and beautiful, all creatures great and small,  
all things wise and wonderful: the Lord God made them all. 

 
WORDS: Cecil Frances Alexander, 1848, 

MUSIC: 17th cent. English melody; arr. by Martin Shaw, 1915  

 



Readings “Can You Imagine” by Mary Oliver 
  “Connections” by Suzanne Simard 

 (from Finding the Mother Tree: Discovering the Wisdom of the Forest) 
  Quote from Rev. Dr. Jim Keck, First Plymouth Church 
 
Prayer of Confession (Joseph) 

Creator God, when our lives are rooted in your grace, you nourish us with wisdom like a tree plant-
ed by the waters.  We claim that all creation sings your praises, yet we harm the earth by wasting 
resources and destroying forests.  We say that we value the gift of creation, yet we treat our neigh-
bors who are created in your image with scorn and disgust.  Lord, forgive us and restore us so that 
we might bear the good fruit of love in our daily living.  In Christ’s name we pray for such fruitful 
restoration.  Amen. 
 

Special Music Kara Steward 
 
Directed Reflection 
 

God’s Word Proclaimed (9 John, 11 Rod) Psalm 148 
 

Hymn #144 (red) “This Is God’s Wondrous World” 

1. This is God’s wondrous world, and to my listening ears  
all nature sings, and round me rings the music of the spheres. 

This is God’s wondrous world: I rest me in the thought 
of rocks and trees, of skies and seas; his hand the wonders wrought. 

 
2. This is God’s wondrous world, the birds their carols raise, 

the morning light, the lily white, declare their maker's praise. 
This is God’s wondrous world: he shines in all that's fair; 

 in the rustling grass I hear him pass; he speaks to me everywhere. 
 

3. This is God’s wondrous world.  O let me ne'er forget 
that though the wrong seems oft so strong, God is the ruler yet. 

This is God’s wondrous world: why should my heart be sad? 
The Lord is King; let the heavens ring!  God reigns; let the earth be glad! 

 
WORDS:  Maltbie D. Babcock, 1901, adapt. 

MUSIC:  trad. English melody; adapt. by Franklin L. Sheppard, 1915 

 
Presentation (Steve) “Aldersgate Gardens”  

 

Hymn #77 (red, vs. 1-2) “How Great Thou Art”  

O Lord my God! when I in awesome wonder  
consider all the worlds thy hands have made,  

I see the stars, I hear the rolling thunder,  
thy power throughout the universe displayed.  

Then sings my soul, my Savior God to thee;  
how great thou art, how great thou art!  

Then sings my soul, my Savior God to thee;  
how great thou art, how great thou art!  

 



2.  When through the woods and forest glades I wander, 
and hear the birds sing sweetly in the trees; 

when I look down from lofty mountain grandeur 
and hear the brook, and feel the gentle breeze; 

Then sings my soul, my Savior God to thee;  
how great thou art, how great thou art!  

Then sings my soul, my Savior God to thee;  
how great thou art, how great thou art! 

 
WORDS: Stuart K. Hine, 1953, 

MUSIC: Stuart K. Hine, 1953, © 1953, renewed 1981 Manna Music, Inc. 
 
Commissioning and Blessing (Joseph) 

PASTOR: The world God loaned us is beautiful.  Go forth to care for it so that when we leave it, it will still 
be beautiful for the next generations. 

ALL: So be it. 
 

Hymn #2279 (black) “The Trees of the Field” 

You shall go out with joy and be led forth with peace;  
the mountains and the hills will break forth before you;  

there’ll be shouts of joy, and all the trees of the field will clap,  
will clap their hands.   

And all the trees of the field will clap their hands,  
the trees of the field will clap their hands,  

the trees of the field will clap their hands while you go out with joy. 
 

You shall go out with joy and be led forth with peace; 
the mountains and the hills will break forth before you; 

there’ll be shouts of joy, and all the trees of the field will clap,  
will clap their hands. 

And all the trees of the field will clap their hands,  
the trees of the field will clap their hands, 

the trees of the field will clap their hands while you go out with joy. 
 

WORDS:  Steffi Geiser Ruben 
MUSIC:  Stuart Dauermann; © 1975 Lillenas Publishing Co., admin. by the Copyright Co.  

 

Postlude (9) “For the Beauty of the Earth” — arr. Mark Hayes  

(11) “Summer” from ‘The Four Seasons’ — A. Vivaldi 



Announcements 
…………………………….. 

Today, July 31, 2022  
9:00 a.m. Worship — Worship Center and online https://www.youtube.com/channel/

UCt21eDWxyIs1fpzpifo4LYg/live. Or at your convenience at www.aldersgatelinc.org or on 
YouTube on the Aldersgate United Methodist Church, Lincoln, Nebraska channel.  

11:00 a.m. Worship — Worship Center 
1:30 p.m. Virtual Fellowship — zoom 

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/812243946?pwd=clRSQUlOZjYrQjIyZHk0aTZvQzFMQT09 
Meeting ID: 812 243 946 
Password: 021075 
One tap mobile  +12532158782,,812243946#,,1#,021075# US (Tacoma) 
Dial by your location        +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kcFkfw3laD 

4-7 p.m. Garden Party — Aldersgate Gardens  
 

Garden Party 
 

4-7:00 p.m. Sunday, July 31 
Aldersgate Gardens 

 
Ice Cream Social — free-will donation  

for the Aldersgate General Budget  
 

Musical Entertainment 
Kids’ Crafts 

Family Lawn Games 

 
United Women in Faith Luncheon 

 
11:30 a.m. Saturday, August 6 

Fellowship Hall 
 

$5 per person.  Please RSVP to Shirley Hanley, 402-464-7304 by Today, July 31. 
 

Program by Jim Miller and Stacey Lienemann  
on their trips to see the Passion Play in Oberammergau, Germany 

 
How Has Aldersgate Acted in Faith to Help Others? 

 
Please provide past or present examples to the Church Office by noon on Friday, August 5.  These will be 

used in a litany on Sunday, August 7. 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCt21eDWxyIs1fpzpifo4LYg/live
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCt21eDWxyIs1fpzpifo4LYg/live
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/812243946?pwd=clRSQUlOZjYrQjIyZHk0aTZvQzFMQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kcFkfw3laD


 

Wednesday, August 3 
1:30 p.m. Book Club Sparks Like Stars: A Novel by Nadia Hashimi — zoom 

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84680892716?pwd=VEZRSEY3U1pXZi9na2hXbm5KV0dWZz09 
Meeting ID: 846 8089 2716 
Passcode: 190627 
One tap mobile 
+13462487799,,84680892716#,,,,,,0#,,190627# US (Houston) 
Dial by your location 
        +1 346 248 7799 US (Houston) 
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kdKqVtOgh 

 
Thursday, August 4  

12:30 p.m. Worship & Prayer Service — Fireside Room, Legacy Estates 
1:00 p.m. Faith Talks “Will an increased police presence make schools safer or strengthen the school-to-

prison pipeline?” — zoom 
To register:  
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMkc--qpjgsG9H0VSe1_CTSzkpAXC-V1seA 

 
Friday, August 5  

8:45 a.m. Take Off Pounds Sensibly — Room 4 
 
Saturday, August 6 

10 a.m.-2 p.m.  Wachiska/Spring Creek Prairie 2022 Tour the Wild Side — Aldersgate Gardens 
11:30 a.m. United Women in Faith Lunch followed by program with Jim Miller and Stacey Lienemann 

sharing their trips to the Passion Play in Oberammergau, Germany — Fellowship Hall 
 

Next Sunday, August 7, 2022  
9:00 a.m. Worship — Worship Center and online https://www.youtube.com/channel/

UCt21eDWxyIs1fpzpifo4LYg/live. Or at your convenience at www.aldersgatelinc.org or on 
YouTube on the Aldersgate United Methodist Church, Lincoln, Nebraska channel.  

10:00 a.m. Faith Stories — Room 4 
11:00 a.m. Worship — Worship Center 
1:00 p.m. Lincoln Ostomy Group — Sunshine Room 
1:30 p.m. Virtual Fellowship — zoom 
 

Next Monday, August 8 
7:00 p.m. Board of Trustees — zoom 

 
Wednesday, August 10 

1:30 p.m. Stitcheroos — Room 4 
 
Friday, August 12 

6:30 p.m. Friday Fling — Fellowship Hall 
 

Tuesday, August 16 
7:00 p.m. Book Club Sparks Like Stars: A Novel by Nadia Hashimi — Room 4 
 

Thursday, August 18 
2:30 p.m. Care Ministry — zoom 
 

Saturday, August 20 
8:00 a.m. Men’s Breakfast — Room 4 
 

Sunday, August 21 
10:00 a.m. One Shot Choir — Choir Room 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84680892716?pwd=VEZRSEY3U1pXZi9na2hXbm5KV0dWZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kdKqVtOgh
http://umw.convio.net/site/R?i=uZVf2StHXkFAHD77OxnwFk_bNvM2mqdrjoDYRarvsRobu9SLUyqq4Q
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCt21eDWxyIs1fpzpifo4LYg/live
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCt21eDWxyIs1fpzpifo4LYg/live

