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Prelude (9:30) “Lamb of God” — arr. Lloyd Larson 
(11) “Jesus Loves Me” — Wm. Bradbury 
 

Greeting (9:30 Julie, 11 Joseph) 
 
Call to Worship (9:30 Joseph, 11 Jan)  

PASTOR: Today, we gather to worship God who is generous, who provides more than enough  
 even if we feel we don’t deserve it. 

ALL: Today, we gather to worship God, who is generous. 

PASTOR: Jesus said: “Come to me, you that are weary and carrying burdens,  

ALL: and I will give you rest.” 

PASTOR: Jesus said: “I am the bread of life; 

ALL: whoever trusts in me will not hunger or thirst.” 

PASTOR: Come from the east and from the west, from north and south —   

ALL: come and see what Jesus can do in impossible situations. 
 

Opening Prayer   
PASTOR: Remind us, O God, of who Jesus came to be among: Bread of Life; Living Water.  They are gifts 

you bring, hopes you offer, to those who hunger and thirst. 

ALL: We come as such ones, in need of such gifts. 

PASTOR: We are seeking after you, loving God, for you satisfy all our needs.  Your power is at work within 
and among us, even when we are unaware.  We come to discover the riches we did not know we 
possessed. 

ALL: We are here to offer our best for the good of all. 

PASTOR: Use us, we pray, to accomplish in and through us, far more than we can ask or imagine. 

ALL: All glory be to you, amazing God, in this and every hour, forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

Hymn #140 (red) “Great Is Thy Faithfulness” 

Great is thy faithfulness, O God my Father; 
there is no shadow of turning with thee,  

thou changest not, thy compassions, they fail not; 
as thou has been, thou forever wilt be. 

Great is thy faithfulness!  Great is thy faithfulness! 
Morning by morning new mercies I see; 

all I have needed thy hand hath provided; 
great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me! 

 
2. Summer and winter and springtime and harvest, 

sun, moon, and stars in their courses above 
join with all nature in manifold witness 

to thy great faithfulness, mercy, and love. 
Great is thy faithfulness!  Great is thy faithfulness!   

Morning by morning new mercies I see; 
all I have needed thy hand hath provided; 

great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me! 
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3.  Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, 
thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide;  

strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow, 
blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside! 

Great is thy faithfulness!  Great is thy faithfulness! 
Morning by morning new mercies I see; 

all I have needed thy hand hath provided; 
great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me! 

 
WORDS:  Thomas O Chisholm, 1923 

MUSIC:  William M. Runyan, 1923; © 1923, renewed 1951 Hope Publishing Co.  

 
Prayer of Confession and Words of Affirmation (John)  

PASTOR: Sometimes we feel that if we don’t hold on to what we have, we will lose it, so we don’t share 
what we can.  Sometimes struck in a situation of impossibility, we give up all hope.  At other 
times we feel that we are not enough and we do not have enough. 

ALL: God, we confess that, at times in spite of knowing you are mighty, we have not always trust-
ed you, that we have not always believed in you, that we have not always been wise, that we 
have not always sought after your love.  Sometimes our faith runs low as we confront testing 
experiences in our lives and sometimes we cannot imagine how you or anyone else can help 
us or others.  Forgive us and look upon us again, that we might offer praise that is worthy of 
your name.  By your grace, renew us with trust that sees beyond the surface of things, and 
persons.  Amen. 

PASTOR: God’s love is more than we can know.  God works powerfully to do more than we can ask or im-
agine.  We are loved by God.  We are forgiven by God to live a life that God intends for us to live.  
Rejoice and give thanks.  Amen. 

ALL: Amen. 
 

Prayers of the People, Answered Prayers and Lord’s Prayer #895 (red)  
PASTOR: Generous God who promises to provide for us and to hear our prayers, we pray for those in dan-

ger.  Grant wisdom and courage, to those who flee, and those who cannot.  (name them silently)  
Lord in your mercy, 

ALL: hear our prayer.  

PASTOR: We pray for those who make difficult choices and face a difficult diagnosis.  Grant wisdom and 

courage, to all whose lives are affected by the decisions of others.  (name them silently)   
 Lord, in your mercy, 

ALL: hear our prayer.  

PASTOR: We pray for those we know and care for.  Grant wisdom and courage, to those who live in despair 

and sorrow.  (name them silently)  Lord, in your mercy, 

ALL: hear our prayer. 

PASTOR: We pray for those who do not have enough to eat this day or those who lack clean water.  In feed-
ing us here, stir our sharing of bread and water and justice for those outside our circle.   

 Lord, in your mercy, 
ALL: hear our prayer. 

PASTOR: Lord God, through your Son Jesus, you promised: “Ask, and it will be given you; search, and you 
will find; knock, and the door will be opened for you.”  With full trust and confidence in your pro-
visions for us, we put before you these and all the prayers of our hearts.  Please hear and answer 
them for we offer them wrapped in the prayer that Jesus taught his disciples: 

ALL: Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come,  
 Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.   
 And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.   
 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

 



Hymn #129 (red) “Give to the Winds Thy Fears” 

Give to the winds thy fears; hope and be undismayed.  
God hears thy sighs and counts thy tears, God shall lift up thy head.  

 
2. Through waves and clouds and storms, God gently clears the way;  

wait thou God's time; so shall this night soon end in joyous day.  
 

3. Leave to God's sovereign sway to choose and to command;  
so shalt thou, wondering, own that way, how wise, how strong this hand. 

 
4. Let us in life, in death, thy steadfast truth declare,  

and publish with our latest breath thy love and guardian care. 
 

WORDS: Paul Gerhardt, 1653 
MUSIC: William H. Walter, 1894  

 
God’s Word Proclaimed (9:30 John, 11 Jan) based on John 6:1-21 

 I’m lying here in my bed tonight feeling queasy, and, if I’m honest, it wasn’t just this evening’s boat 
ride that upset my stomach. During the whole day, my insides have been churning.  

It started as a fairly ordinary day, that was until lunchtime. We were walking along with Jesus, looking 
for a place where he could do his usual teaching, when, as usual, a crowd had gathered and was following 
us. Today’s crowd was huge. Bartholomew, who’s good with numbers, reckons there were 5,000 people. 
Anyway, when Jesus realized it was lunchtime and he thought the people would be hungry, he asked Philip 
where we might buy bread so everyone might have lunch. Philip clearly stated there was nowhere, and 
there was no way we could afford to buy enough bread to feed all the people. Even if we had six months’ 
wages to spend, there wouldn’t be enough bread for each person to get anything more than a mouthful.  

Andrew pointed out a boy who was sitting in the crowd who had a little bit of food, five of those barley 
loaves and two fish. He knew that wouldn’t go very far, so I’m not sure why he pointed the boy out. Per-
haps he thought most people would have brought a little bit of food with them, but I didn’t hear anyone 
talk about this.  

As Jesus wandered over to the boy he asked us to make all the people sit down on the grass, then he 
took the boy’s lunch, gave a word of thanks and got us to hand it out to everyone, saying that everyone was 
to have as much as they wanted. I did what was asked of me, though I was sure we’d run out of food quick-
ly and I was preparing myself to have to deal with a hillside of angry people – you know how itchy people 
get when they’re hungry. But as we went about distributing those loaves and fish, the food never ran out.  

After everyone had had enough to eat, Jesus asked us to gather up the leftovers. Can you imagine that – 
there were leftovers, twelve baskets full! People in the crowd started saying that Jesus was a prophet who 
had come into the world and they were making plans about how to make him king, our people have been 
longing for a king like Saul or David in the olden days. When Jesus heard these mutterings he skedaddled, 
he’s not one for such a thing as talk of a king.  

We were at a bit of a loss as to know what to do next. We hung around and waited for the crowd to dis-
perse, made sure people got some of the leftovers to take home, and then we waited. When the evening 
came, we went down to the sea and got on a boat. It’s handy having fishers as travelling companions, they 
know all the boat owners, and it isn’t hard to get passage on someone’s boat. As the night got darker, the 
sea got rougher, and the boat became hard to manage. We’d only gone a couple of miles when we saw 
something I am terrified to admit to – we saw Jesus coming toward us – walking on the water! I’d been 
feeling sick about all the things that had happened before this, but now my stomach was churning.  

What happened next is a bit blurry. Jesus called out to us not to be afraid, walked up to the edge of the 
boat, we reached out to pulled him in… and suddenly we were on the shore we’d been heading toward – 
just like that. I could have sworn we hadn’t been that close to our destination the last time I looked.  

Travelling with Jesus sometimes does my head in; there is so much more to him than I ever seem to 
know. It’s some journey we’re on; I can’t be sure of what will happen next and often wonder where we’ll 
end up. But now I’ve had a chance to rest and process today’s events I feel a lot calmer. Today Jesus 
demonstrated his love and care for us, everyone he encountered; and at this moment, that is enough.  

 



Good News for Kids (9:30 Joseph) 
 

Sermon (Joseph) “Facing an Impossible Situation?” 
 “Life is difficult” The Road Less Travelled by Dr. Scott Peck 
 Test or a Set-up that Philip and Andrew Faced 
 The Purpose of God’s Testing Us 
 Lessons Learned 

 
Prayer of Dedication (Joseph)  

PASTOR: Gracious God, like the child who shared his lunch with Jesus and helped not only to feed a crowd 
but also made his disciples believe that nothing is impossible to God, may the offerings of our gifts 
and self be acceptable to you.  May they make a difference to those who need support, encourage-
ment, and practical help.  May they make a difference to us as we participate in your work of 
abundant love. 

ALL: Multiply what we bring by the expansiveness of your grace, that surpasses all understanding 
and brings about the possibility of new creation.  In Jesus’ name.  Amen. 

 

Hymn #347 (red) “Spirit Song” 

O let the Son of God enfold you with his Spirit and his love. 
Let him fill your heart and satisfy your soul.  

O let him have the things that hold you, and his Spirit like a dove 
will descend upon your life and make you whole. 

Jesus, O Jesus, come and fill your lambs. 
Jesus, O Jesus, come and fill your lambs.  

 
2.  O come and sing this song with gladness 

as your hearts are filled with joy. 
Lift your hands in sweet surrender to his name. 

O give him all your tears and sadness; give him all your years of pain, 
and you’ll enter into life in Jesus’ name.  
Jesus, O Jesus, come and fill your lambs. 
Jesus, O Jesus, come and fill your lambs. 

 
WORDS and MUSIC:  John Wimber, 1979; © 1979 Mercy Publishing 

 
Prayer for Coronavirus Victims and Those Attending Them (Joseph) 
 
Commissioning and Blessing (9:30 John, 11 Joseph)  

PASTOR: Go out to share what you have received.  God will multiply the gifts that you give away. 

ALL: We will turn away from fears of scarcity.  We will celebrate and share our abundance. 

PASTOR: God who is able to accomplish far more than we can ask or imagine goes with us.  God who is 
abundantly generous, does not abandon us.  Go with this thought but know that it takes some seri-
ous thinking.  Amen. 

ALL: Amen. 
 

Postlude (9:30) “Spirit Song” — arr. Mark Hayes 
(11) “Wedding Day at Troldhaugen” — E. Grieg 



Announcements 
…………………………….. 

Today, July 25, 2021   
9:30 a.m. Worship — Worship Center or on our Facebook page.  The service may be viewed at your con-

venience at www.aldersgatelinc.org. 
11:00 a.m. Worship — Worship Center 
1:00 p.m. Virtual Coffee “hour” — zoom 

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/812243946?pwd=clRSQUlOZjYrQjIyZHk0aTZvQzFMQT09 
Meeting ID: 812 243 946 
Password: 021075 
One tap mobile  +12532158782,,812243946#,,1#,021075# US (Tacoma) 
Dial by your location        +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 
Meeting ID: 812 243 946 
Password: 021075 
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kcFkfw3laD 

 
Monday  

1:00 p.m. U.M. Women Executive meeting — zoom 
7:00 p.m. Worship Planning Team — Room 4 

 
Monday, July 26 ‒ Thursday, July 29 

6:30-8:30 p.m.  Mission u Finding Peace in an Anxious World — zoom 
 
Tuesday 

3:00 p.m. OLLI “My Backyard” — Sunshine Room 
7:00 p.m. Finance Committee — Room 4 

 
Thursday  

12:30 p.m. Prayer & Worship Service — Fireside Room, Legacy Estates 
 
Friday  

8:45 a.m. Take Off Pounds Sensibly — Sunshine Room 
 
Saturday 

3:00 p.m. Tomlinson Baptism — Worship Center 
 
Next Sunday, August 1 

9:30 a.m. Worship — Worship Center and Online 
11:00 a.m. Worship — Worship Center 
1:00 p.m. Virtual Coffee “hour” — zoom 
1:00 p.m. Ostomy Group — Sunshine Room 
 

Next Monday, August 2 ‒ 5 
9:30-11:30 a.m.  Mission u Bearing Witness in the Kin-dom: Living into the Church’s Moral Witness 

through Radical Discipleship — zoom 
6:30-8:30 p.m.  Mission u Pushout: The Criminalization of Black Girls in Schools — zoom 

 
Wednesday, August 4 

1:30 p.m. Book Club Hidden Valley Road by Robert Kolker — zoom 
 

Tuesday, August 17 
7:00 p.m. Book Club The Hate U Give (T.H.U.G.) by Angie Thomas — Room 4 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/812243946?pwd=clRSQUlOZjYrQjIyZHk0aTZvQzFMQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kcFkfw3laD


Re-opening Policies 
 

Church Council appointed a committee to work on policies and procedures as we proceed 
on our journey with the COVID crisis. Members of the ad hoc committee are Kathy Dom-
browski, Pat Ruth, Carol Clymer, Sheila Kellenbarger, Valerie Emerson, Jim Miller, Cherie 
Frederick, Stacey Lienemann, and Pastor Joe Rafique. 

 
We have developed the following procedures which have been approved by Church Coun-

cil.  We are in the process of developing guidelines for choir, children and youth groups, and 
fall programming.  

 
Our local health department reports that although we are still in the green zone on the 

COVID risk dial we are on the verge of moving into the yellow zone. The rate of COVID and 
COVID hospitalizations has been increasing recently.  Two fully vaccinated Lincoln residents 
with serious health problems have died of COVID in the past two weeks. We plan to follow the 
guidelines set by our local health department and may change the church’s guidelines if we 
move into the yellow zone. 

 
Dr. Fauci is now recommending that those over 65 and those with serious underlying health 

problems wear a mask at indoor activities away from home. 
 

 Unvaccinated persons, including children over age 2, should wear a mask at wor-
ship services and church sponsored indoor activities. Masks are available at the 
Church. 
 Anyone seated in the “masked section” must wear a mask. People may choose to 
wear a mask and be seated anywhere in the sanctuary, but those in the “masked sec-
tion” must wear a mask. 

 Printed bulletins may be used at church services. They should not be reused. Information 
will continue to be shown on screen for those who prefer not to use bulletins. 

 Hymnals may be used by those who would like one. They will be available on the book 
caddy near the Worship Center entrance. 

 Seats do not need to be sanitized after church services or meetings. Wipes will be readily 
available for those who wish to sanitize their seats before sitting. 

 Fellowship time may resume on Sunday mornings beginning Sunday, August 1. Disposable 
dishes should be used, or dishes should be washed in the dishwasher. 

 Adult classes and groups may resume as decided by individual groups. Dishes should be 
disposable or washed in the dishwasher. Avoid buffet or family style food service. Observe 
good social distancing practices if possible. 

 Disposable, individually-packaged elements will continue to be used for communion. 
 

Kathy Dombrowski 
Committee Chair 

 
If you would be willing to help with the Sunday morning coffee from 10:15 to 11:15 a.m., 
please contact Shirley Hanley at sjhanley21@gmail.com or 402-464-7304. 

mailto:sjhanley21@gmail.com



