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Order of Worship 
May 24, 2020 

 
Prelude  “Eternal Father, Strong to Save” — J.B. Dykes 
 
Welcome and 2020 Graduate Recognition  

Kali Pearson: graduates from Nebraska Wesleyan University with a Bachelor of Science in Gender Studies 
with minors in Spanish and Writing.  Kali plans to attend Law school this fall. 
Kara Steward: graduates from Lincoln East High School and plans to attend Nebraska Wesleyan Universi-
ty this fall majoring in secondary education to teach Math or Science.  She plans to live at home for now 
and continue working at the Legacy Estates. 

 

Hymn #454 (red, vs. 1-2) “Open My Eyes, that I May See” 

Open my eyes, that I may see glimpses of truth thou hast for me;  
place in my hands the wonderful key that shall unclasp and set me free.  

Silently now I wait for thee, ready, my God, thy will to see. 
Open my eyes, illumine me, Spirit divine! 

 
2. Open my ears, that I may hear voices of truth thou sendest clear; 

and while the wave-notes fall on my ear, everything false will disappear. 
Silently now I wait for thee, ready, my God, thy will to see. 

Open my ears, illumine me, Spirit divine! 
 

WORDS and MUSIC:  Clara H. Scott, 1895 

 
Opening Prayer (Pam) 

God of resurrection, we remember on this Day of Ascension Jesus your Christ appeared one last time to 
his disciples, then left them to be with you. Our remembrance exceeds our understanding. Yet this we do 
understand: in raising your Son from death, and in his triumph over the grave, your power has forever 
changed where life and all creation are headed. In offering us the opportunity to turn to you, you offer res-
urrection power to the least of your human children. May we, who gaze in wonder at your Son’s ascension, 
be empowered to proclaim his words and deeds to the ends of the earth. Amen. 

 

Hymn #2193 (black) “Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying” 

Lord, listen to your children praying,  
Lord, send your Spirit in this place; Lord, listen to your children praying,  

send us love, send us power, send us grace. 
 

WORDS and MUSIC:  Ken Medema © 1973 Hope Publishing Co. 

 
Prayer of Confession and Words of Affirmation (John) 

PASTOR: God of glory, to you we give all praise, for your grace has surrounded us from before the begin-
ning, and by your grace we know that we are yours. Yet all too often, we think that we alone be-
long to you, that we alone are your beloved, that we alone know the way to you. Too often, we 
exclude from grace those who seem different from us, those who use different words to speak of 
you or live their discipleship differently from us.  

ALL: Forgive us, when we want Jesus’ prayer to be just for us.  Forgive us, when we look for you 
in the heavens and refuse to see you on Earth. Forgive us, when we dim your glory by put-
ting limits on your love.  Forgive us, when we do not glorify you by loving you in all that 
you have created. 

PASTOR: God of all, help us to feel the tenderness of your love, your hope for intimacy with us in our daily 
lives. Even when we cannot see, or touch, or hear the presence of the divine among us, we know 



that we belong to God. Just as God sent Jesus to walk with us long before the world was ready, so 
God forgives us even before we ask. By grace, we are loved; by grace, we are forgiven. 

ALL: Thanks be to God! Amen.  
 

Prayers of the People, Answered Prayers and Lord’s Prayer #895 (red) (Pam) 

PASTOR: O God of all grace, Jesus, glorified You in his earthly life and prayed for our protection. Fortify 
our faith that we may be steadfast and resist the worldly temptations prowling around us, looking 
to devour our fragile promises to You. We pray to the Lord, 

ALL: Christ Ascended, restore, support and strengthen us. 

PASTOR: O God of all grace, we pray to you for those in political leadership on this earth, in this nation, 
and in our community.  Steady them on the course of justice, mercy, and peace for all.  We pray 
to the Lord, 

ALL: Christ Ascended, restore, support and strengthen us. 

PASTOR: O God of all grace, rest Your healing spirit upon all who are coping with chronic or life-
threatening illness, and give rest to all who give them love and care.  We pray especially for those 
on our churches’ prayer list and those recommended to us for prayer.  We pray to the Lord, 

ALL: Christ Ascended, restore, support and strengthen us. 

PASTOR: O God of all grace, gladden our hearts knowing that those we love who have left our lives, are 

now risen with all the Saints and the Ascended, Living Jesus.  We pray especially for:  (pause) 

ALL: Christ Ascended, restore, support and strengthen us. 

PASTOR: O God of all grace, we pause in this moment to offer You our other heartfelt intentions and peti-

tions, aloud or silently . . . (pause) 

ALL: Christ Ascended, restore, support and strengthen us. 

PASTOR: O God of all grace, empower the leaders of Your Church with spiritual wisdom and with souls 
yearning for You.  Grant them hearts open to the challenges of being Christ’s emissary to guide 

us to do Your work in this world.  We pray especially for:  (pause) 

ALL: Christ Ascended, restore, support and strengthen us. 

PASTOR: Now, let us wrap up these and all our prayers in the prayer that Jesus Christ, our Ascended Re-
deemer taught us: 

ALL: Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

 
God’s Word Proclaimed  Acts 1:1-11 
 
Good News for Kids  
 
Sermon “Out of Sight but Not Out of Life”  
 

Nicene Creed #880 (red) 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten the Father, God from God, 
Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father;  
through him all things were made.  For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,  
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became truly human.   
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.   
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven  
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son,  
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.   
We believe in the one holy catholic and apostolic church.   
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.   



Announcements 
…………………………….. 

Today, May 24, 2020 
3:00 p.m. Virtual coffee hour   
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/812243946?pwd=clRSQUlOZjYrQjIyZHk0aTZvQzFMQT09  
 

Monday Memorial Day 
 
Saturday 

Great Plains Annual Conference conference call 
 

Next Sunday, May 31 Pentecost 
9:30 a.m. Women in Mission Sunday 
 

Wednesday, June 3  
1:30 a.m. Book Club The Book Woman of Troublesome Creek: A Novel by Kim Michele Richardson zoom 

discussion 
 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 
 
Prayer  

Almighty God, we bring gifts of time, talent, and treasure and offer them, that you might be glorified. 
Bless all that we offer, that it might be for the stewardship and the nurture of your beloved creation, and of 
your children. By our gifts, may your presence in this world be made known. By our gifts, may we embody 
your grace and love towards all that you have made. In the name of the Risen and Ascended Redeemer we 
pray. Amen. 

 
Hymn #451 (red, vs. 1-2) “Be Thou My Vision” 

Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart;  
naught be all else to me, save that thou art. 
Thou my best thought, by day or by night,  
waking or sleeping, thy presence my light. 

 
2. Be thou my wisdom, and thou my true word; 

I ever with thee and thou with me, Lord;  
thou and thou only, first in my heart,  

great God of heaven, my treasure thou art. 
 

WORDS:  Ancient Irish; trans. by Mary E. Byrne, 1905 
MUSIC:  Trad. Irish melody; harm. by Carlton R. Young, 1963 

Alt. © 1989 The United Methodist Publishing House; harm. © 1964 Abingdon Press 

 
Coronavirus Prayer (John) Psalm 121 
 
Commissioning and Blessing (John)  

Go out from this place full of the tenderness of Jesus’ care for each one of us. Go out into the world, carry-
ing with you the abundance of God’s grace and love, and letting it overflow as blessings to the world. Go; 
for Christ is out in the world, still calling us to life and love.  May the grace of Christ Jesus, and the love of 
God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you, today and always. Alleluia! Amen. 
 

Postlude  “O Beautiful for Spacious Skies” — S.A. Ward 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/812243946?pwd=clRSQUlOZjYrQjIyZHk0aTZvQzFMQT09

