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9:30 a.m., April 4, 2021 

 
Prelude  “Christ Arose” — arr. Larry Shackley 
 
Welcome (Julie) 
 
Call to Worship (John)  

PASTOR: Christ is risen! 

ALL: He is risen indeed! 

PASTOR: Christ is risen! 

ALL: He is risen indeed! 

PASTOR: Christ is risen! 

ALL: He is risen indeed! 

PASTOR: Hallelujah! 
 
Lighting the Christ Candle (John) 

PASTOR: The risen Christ lives today! 

ALL: We are witnesses to these things. 

PASTOR: We sing praise to God incarnate. 

ALL: May Christ’s love burn within us! 
 
Opening Prayer (John) 

PASTOR: God of grace and power, we have longed and prepared for this joyous day: on Ash Wednesday 
we humbled ourselves before you, on Maundy Thursday we learnt a new commandment, on 
Good Friday we cried at the foot of the cross, on Holy Saturday we kept vigil, and on this Blessed 
Sunday we rejoice as we celebrate the resurrection of Jesus and in the risen power of love, hope, 
and new life. 

ALL: Make this rising real in our own lives.  Let us be people of love, hope, and new life.  Let us 
be people of joy.  In the name of the risen Christ, we ask.  Amen. 

 

Hymn #302 (red, vs. 1 & 5) “Christ the Lord Is Risen Today” 

Christ the Lord is risen today, Alleluia!  Earth and heaven in chorus say, Alleluia! 
Raise your joys and triumphs high, Alleluia! 
Sing, ye heavens, and earth reply, Alleluia! 

 
5.  Hail the Lord of earth and heaven, Alleluia!   

Praise to thee by both be given, Alleluia! 
Thee we greet triumphant now, Alleluia!  Hail the Resurrection, thou, Alleluia! 

 
WORDS:  Charles Wesley, 1739 

MUSIC:  Lyra Davidica, 1708 

 

Prayers of the People, Answered Prayers and The Lord’s Prayer #895 (red) (Joseph) 

PASTOR: As purple gives way to gold, hear our prayers for times of suffering, in a world that is unjust for 
too many. 

ALL: May we live towards wholeness. 



PASTOR: As thorns give way to crowns, hear our prayers for oppression in our land by trade that is imbal-
anced. 

ALL: May we live towards liberation for all. 

PASTOR: As tombs give way to gardens, hear our prayers for worries that keep us from flourishing in your 
care. 

ALL: May we live towards your shalom. 

PASTOR: As yesterday gives way to tomorrow, hear our prayers for the future that holds too much uncer-
tainty or loneliness. 

ALL: May we live towards your vision. 

PASTOR: Into your hands, O God we commend ourselves and all for whom we pray, through your Son, Je-
sus Christ our Lord, who taught his disciples to pray saying: 

ALL: Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come,  
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.   
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.   
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

 

Hymn #304 (red) “Easter People, Raise Your Voices” 

Easter people, raise your voices, sounds of heaven in earth should ring.   
Christ has brought us heaven’s choices; heavenly music, let it ring. 

Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Easter people, let us sing. 
 

2. Fear of death can no more  stop us from our pressing here below. 
For our Lord empowered us to triumph over every foe. 

Alleluia!  Alleluia!  On to victory now we go. 
 

3.  Every day to us is Easter, with its resurrection song. 
When in trouble move the faster to our God who rights the wrong.   

Alleluia!  Alleluia! See the power of heavenly throngs. 
 

WORDS:  William M. James, 1979;© 1979 The United Methodist Publishing House 
MUSIC:  Henry T. Smart, 1867  

 
God’s Word Proclaimed  based on John 20:1-18 

JOHN: Mary Magdalene got up while it was still dark. She could not sleep. Bad dreams would not let her 
mind or body rest.  

 She gathered some spices she had prepared, linen cloths, a bowl to hold water, and beads of 
myrrh in a wooden box. Myrrh smells sweet. It can cover the stink of death. It can also dull pain.  

 But Mary knew it could never take away the hurt she felt. And it could never cover the awful 
truth. Jesus was dead.  

 She would have gone sooner to wash his body and wrap it with spices. That was what family did 
for their loved ones, and Mary loved Jesus. But he died on the eve of the Sabbath, when no one 
could work. So she waited, along with the other women. Now the Sabbath was over.  

 Mary walked in silence to the tomb, where they had placed the body of Jesus after he was taken 
down from the cross. The tomb was in a garden, a place filled with gnarled and ancient olive 
trees. As she walked, Mary wondered how she would shift the heavy stone that sealed the mouth 
of the tomb. But when she came closer, she saw that the stone had already been moved.  

 Who could have done this? Mary peered inside. Behind her, the morning sky was beginning to 
glow with color. But all she could see was the darkness that had swallowed Jesus.  

 Empty darkness. There was no sign of the body. Only its linen wrappings lay on the ground. 
Where was Jesus?  

JOSEPH: “Why are you crying?” said a voice she did not know.  



JOHN: “They have taken my Lord,” sobbed Mary.  
 “I don’t know where they have put him.”  

JOSEPH: Another voice, this one from outside the tomb, asked, “Are you looking for someone?”  

JOHN: Mary turned around. She could barely see the speaker, dark against the sunrise. Her eyes were 
blurred with tears.  

 “Please,” sobbed Mary. “If you have taken him away, give him back to me.”  

JOSEPH: “Mary,” he said.  

JOHN: She knew his voice. No one said her name the way he did.  Mary flung her arms around him.  

JOSEPH: “There is no need to cling to me,” Jesus whispered. “I am with you. Soon, I will come to you in a 
new way. Then I will always be part of you – and you of me.”  

JOHN: Mary opened her eyes. Now she could see clearly. The garden looked different. Full of life and 
light.  Feeling like a new creature, Mary ran to tell the others the good news.  

Seasons of the Spirit™; © Wood Lake Publishing Inc. 2020 

 
Good News for Kids (John)  

 
Sermon (John & Joseph) “A Puzzle for Mary Magdalene and the Disciples” 

1. Doing a puzzle 
2. Jesus, while on earth, was a puzzle for many.  Some solved it, some did not. 
3. Mary Magdalene and the 2 disciples faced a puzzle at Jesus’ tomb.  The puzzle pieces all 3 have are:  

the Old Testament prophecies, the words and works and life of Jesus 
4. Who comes to help solve the puzzle? 

All it takes is a word in puzzle solving and that is Jesus’ calling Mary Magdalene by her name 
5. What clues, that point toward the risen Lord, can be found in your life?  What do you see?   
 What makes sense? 
Get it?  Got it?  Good.  Now go and proclaim. 

 
Sacrament of Holy Communion 

JOHN: Christ is risen! 

ALL: He is risen indeed! 

JOHN: Lift up your hearts. 

ALL: We lift them up to the Lord. 

JOHN: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

ALL: It is right to give God our thanks and praise. 

JOHN: Holy Mystery that is Wholly Love, you are beyond complete knowledge, above perfect descrip-
tion.  Creator, Redeemer, and Holy Spirit; Source of Life, Living Word, and Bond of Love, you 
are creative and self-giving, generously moving in all the near and distant corners of the universe.  
Nothing exists that does not find its source in you.   

 Through fear-filled days and aching nights when the powers of death have done their worst, your 
love has never deserted us.  Even when we turn away from you, you are with us; your presence 
never fails us, your gifts of hope and new life transform us.   

 We praise you for Jesus Christ, risen to life, eternal as your love.  With the women at the tomb, 
we raise the strain of gladness. 

ALL: Hallelujah!  Life is stronger than death! 

JOHN: The day of resurrection has come, scattering fear and gloom.  And so we rejoice with all your 
people of every time and place, and with angels and archangels, to proclaim the glory of your 
name: 

ALL: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory.  
Hosanna in the highest.  Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.   

 Hosanna in the highest. 



JOSEPH: It is Jesus, God incarnate, the Risen Christ, who joins us together as a community of broken but 
hopeful believers: loving what he loved, living what he taught, and striving to be his faithful serv-
ants in our time and place. 

 In this meal, we remember Jesus, his promises, and the price he paid for who he was, what he 
said, and what he did. 

 On the night before Jesus died, he took bread, gave thanks, broke it, and said, “Take and eat, this 
is my body which is given for you; do this in remembrance of me.” 

 After supper, Jesus took the cup and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying, “Drink 
from this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, poured out for you and for many for 
the forgiveness of sins.  Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

ALL: We do remember.  We remember his life of love, his friendship, his teaching, his dying, and 
his rising to life again. 

JOSEPH: In sharing this meal, we live out the mystery of faith: 

ALL: Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again. 

JOSEPH: God the Spirit, we call on you to transform these gifts of bread and wine, as you continually 
transform the world around us.  Bless this bread and this cup, the wheat and the grape, the farmer 
and the harvest, the seed and the sower.  So that in the sharing of these simple elements in com-
munity, we may taste and see your goodness. 

 Through Christ, in Christ, and with Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory is yours, God 
most holy, now and forever. 

ALL: Amen. 
Seasons of the Spirit™; © Wood Lake Publishing Inc. 2020 

 
Prayer of Confession and Words of Affirmation (John)  

PASTOR: My brothers and sisters, our Lord invites to his table all who love him, who earnestly repent of 
their sin and seek to live in peace with one another.  Let us draw near with faith, make our hum-
ble confession and prepare to receive this Holy Sacrament. 

ALL: I do not presume to come to this your table, O merciful Lord, trusting in my own goodness, 
but in your unfailing mercies.  I am not worthy that you should receive me, but give your 
word and I shall be healed, through Jesus Christ my Lord.  Amen. 

PASTOR: Hear the good news: Christ died for us while we were yet sinners; that is proof of God’s love to-
ward us.  In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven. 

ALL: Amen.  In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven. 

PASTOR: Amen. 
 

Passing of the Peace (Joseph) based on St. Patrick 
PASTOR: Christ’s peace be with you, Christ’s peace within you, Christ’s peace behind you,  
 Christ’s peace before you, Christ’s peace beside you, Christ’s peace to win you,  
 Christ’s peace to comfort and restore you.  Christ’s peace be with you, 

ALL: and also with you. 

PASTOR: Let us greet each other while staying at our places with signs of the peace of Christ. 
 
Sharing the Bread and Cup (Joseph) 

PASTOR: The body of Christ, 

ALL: the bread of life. 

PASTOR: The lifeblood of Christ, 

ALL: the cup of blessing. 

PASTOR: The gifts of God for the people of God. 

ALL: Thanks be to God! 
 



Prayer (Joseph) 

PASTOR: Thank you, O Christ, for this feast of life.  We are fed by your love; we are strengthened by your 
life.  We are sent forth into this world to live your way and share your joy.  We are now commis-
sioned to feed as we have been fed, forgive as we have been forgiven, love as we have been 
loved. 

ALL: Thanks be to God.  Amen. 
 

Hymn #310 (red, vs. 1, 3) “He Lives” 

I serve a risen Savior, he’s in the world today; 
I know that he is living, whatever foes may say. 

I see his hand of mercy, I hear his voice of cheer,  
and just the time I need him, he’s always near. 

He lives, he lives, Christ Jesus lives today! 
He walks with me and talks with me along life’s narrow way. 

He lives, he lives, salvation to impart!  
You ask me how I know he lives?  He lives within my heart. 

 
3.  Rejoice, rejoice, O Christian, lift up your voice and sing 

eternal hallelujahs to Jesus Christ the King! 
The hope of all who seek him, the help of all who find; 

none other is so loving, so good and kind.   
He lives, he lives, Christ Jesus lives today! 

He walks with me and talks with me 
along life’s narrow way. 

He lives, he lives, salvation to impart!   
You ask me how I know he lives?  He lives within my heart. 

 
WORDS and MUSIC:  Alfred H. Ackley, 1933 © renewed 1961 The Rodeheaver Co. 

 
Prayer for Coronavirus Victims and Those Attending Them (John) 
 
Commissioning and Blessing (John) 

PASTOR: With hope reborn, we go out to proclaim good news. 

ALL: We have seen the Lord Jesus Christ and have been raised with him to new life. 

PASTOR: May the love of the risen Christ nourish and sustain us.  May the eternal light of the world renew 
and inspire us to lives of care and compassion.  May we go forward and be the body of the risen 
Christ.  Alleluia!  Amen. 

ALL: Alleluia!  Amen. 

 
Postlude  “I Know that My Redeemer Liveth” — arr. Cindy Barry 



Announcements 
…………………………….. 

Today, April 4 
9:40a Youth Sunday School — zoom  

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88069175128?pwd=Sm85R3VWMlhVY0c5c3BoSkRBNUhuUT09 
Meeting ID: 880 6917 5128 
Passcode: 991876 
One tap mobile 
+16699006833,,88069175128#,,,,,,0#,,991876# US (San Jose) 
Dial by your location 
        +1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose) 
Meeting ID: 880 6917 5128 
Passcode: 991876 
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/keeyuVYaqo  

11:00 a.m. Worship and Communion — Worship Center 
11:00 a.m. Worship Watch Party — Fireside Room, Legacy Estates 
1:00 p.m. Virtual Coffee “hour” — zoom 

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/812243946?pwd=clRSQUlOZjYrQjIyZHk0aTZvQzFMQT09 
Meeting ID: 812 243 946 
Password: 021075 
One tap mobile  +12532158782,,812243946#,,1#,021075# US (Tacoma) 
Dial by your location        +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 
Meeting ID: 812 243 946 
Password: 021075 
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kcFkfw3laD 

8:00 p.m. A.R.M. Youth Group — zoom 
  

Monday 
Office is closed. 

 
Tuesday 

8 a.m. ‒ 8 p.m. Election Day — Fellowship Hall 
 
Wednesday 

1:30 p.m. Book Club Stella Bain — zoom 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84680892716?pwd=VEZRSEY3U1pXZi9na2hXbm5KV0dWZz09 
Meeting ID: 846 8089 2716 
Passcode: 190627 
One tap mobile 
+13462487799,,84680892716#,,,,,,0#,,190627# US (Houston) 
Dial by your location 
        +1 346 248 7799 US (Houston) 
Meeting ID: 846 8089 2716 
Passcode: 190627 
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kdKqVtOgh 

  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88069175128?pwd=Sm85R3VWMlhVY0c5c3BoSkRBNUhuUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/u/keeyuVYaqo
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/812243946?pwd=clRSQUlOZjYrQjIyZHk0aTZvQzFMQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kcFkfw3laD
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84680892716?pwd=VEZRSEY3U1pXZi9na2hXbm5KV0dWZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kdKqVtOgh


Thursdays 
2:30 p.m. Connected & Caring Prayer Meeting — zoom 

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81488353446pwd=YVRqT1Z3NncvSWFmekNIT3dWZFpidz09 
Meeting ID: 814 8835 3446 
Passcode: 848320 
Dial by your location        +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 
Meeting ID: 814 8835 3446 
Passcode: 848320 
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kbE5F9y7tN 

 
Fridays 

9:00 a.m. Take Off Pounds Sensibly — Sunshine Room 
 
Next Sunday, April 11 

9:00 a.m. Children’s Sunday School — zoom 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88069175128?pwd=Sm85R3VWMlhVY0c5c3BoSkRBNUhuUT09 
Meeting ID: 880 6917 5128 
Passcode: 991876 
One tap mobile 
+16699006833,,88069175128#,,,,,,0#,,991876# US (San Jose) 
Dial by your location 
        +1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose) 
Meeting ID: 880 6917 5128 
Passcode: 991876 
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/keeyuVYaqo  

9:30 a.m. Worship — Worship Center or online on the Aldersgate Facebook page or 
www.aldersgatelinc.org.  The service may also be viewed at your convenience. 

9:40 a.m. Confirmation — zoom (same link as the Children’s Sunday School) 
11:00 a.m. Worship — Worship Center 
11:00 a.m. Worship Watch Party — Fireside Room, Legacy Estates 
1:00 p.m. Virtual Coffee Hour — zoom 

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/812243946?pwd=clRSQUlOZjYrQjIyZHk0aTZvQzFMQT09 
Meeting ID: 812 243 946 
Password: 021075 
One tap mobile  +12532158782,,812243946#,,1#,021075# US (Tacoma) 
Dial by your location        +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 
Meeting ID: 812 243 946 
Password: 021075 
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kcFkfw3laD 

1:30 p.m. A.R.M. Youth Group — zoom 
 

Next Monday, April 12 
1:30 p.m. U.M. Women Executive Meeting — zoom 
7:00 p.m. Trustees — zoom 
 

Saturday, April 17 
9:30-11 a.m.  District U.M. Women Spring Event — Elmwood or zoom.   
 Reservation deadline is Saturday, April 10 

 
Tuesday, April 20 

7:00 p.m. Book Club The Mothers: A Novel by Brit Bennett — zoom 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81488353446pwd=YVRqT1Z3NncvSWFmekNIT3dWZFpidz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kbE5F9y7tN
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88069175128?pwd=Sm85R3VWMlhVY0c5c3BoSkRBNUhuUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/u/keeyuVYaqo
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/812243946?pwd=clRSQUlOZjYrQjIyZHk0aTZvQzFMQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kcFkfw3laD

