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Prelude (9) “Christ Arose” — arr. Larry Shackley 

(11)   “Christ Arose” — R. Lowry 
 

Greeting (9 Joseph, 11 Harry) 
 

Call to Worship (9 John, 11 Harry)  
JOSEPH: There are alleluias in the air, 

LECTOR: that skip a beat as they dance over tombs, 

JOSEPH: that push at stones and reveal a savior, 

LECTOR: that explode with a slow beauty in the sunrise, 

JOSEPH: that wake the birds and tear at the dawn. 

LECTOR: (wave rainbow streamers) It is God’s special word: 

ALL: (wave rainbow streamers) Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

JOSEPH: There are alleluias in the air, 

LECTOR: that are filled with the voice of God, 

JOSEPH: that are spoken aloud in the chambers of parliament, 

LECTOR: that break open hope for the poor, 

JOSEPH: that paint faith with the color of rainbows. 

LECTOR: (wave rainbow streamers) It is God’s special word: 

ALL: (wave rainbow streamers) Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

JOSEPH: There are alleluias in the air, 

LECTOR: that fill silence with song, 

JOSEPH: that fill fear with hope, 

LECTOR: that fill injustice with compassion, 

JOSEPH: that fill worn out things with new life. 

LECTOR: (wave rainbow streamers) It is God’s special word: 

ALL: (wave rainbow streamers) Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

JOSEPH: Let us worship amidst the alleluias. 
 

Opening Prayer (9 John, 11 Harry)  
PASTOR: Our eyes are barely open, the sky has hardly brightened, the morning has just begun, and we see 

you have already done a new thing. 

ALL: Praise be to you, O God.  Your ways are beyond our understanding, your mystery is too vast 
for words, yet on this day, we dare to believe that you are making us into new creations.  Al-
leluia! 

 

Hymn #302 (red) “Christ the Lord Is Risen Today” 

Christ the Lord is risen today, Alleluia!  Earth and heaven in chorus say, Alleluia! 
Raise your joys and triumphs high, Alleluia!  Sing, ye heavens, and earth reply, Alleluia! 

 
2.  Love’s redeeming work is done, Alleluia!  Fought the fight, the battle won, Alleluia! 

Death in vain forbids him rise, Alleluia!  Christ has opened paradise, Alleluia! 
 

 



3.  Lives again our glorious King, Alleluia!  Where, O death, is now thy sting?  Alleluia! 
Once he died our souls to save, Alleluia!  Where’s thy victory, boasting grave?  Alleluia! 

 
4.  Soar we now where Christ has led, Alleluia!   Following our exalted Head, Alleluia!.  
Made like him, like him we rise, Alleluia!  Ours the cross, the grave, the skies, Alleluia! 

 
5.  Hail the Lord of earth and heaven, Alleluia!  Praise to thee by both be given, Alleluia! 

Thee we greet triumphant now, Alleluia!  Hail the Resurrection, thou, Alleluia!. 
 

6.  King of glory, soul of bliss, Alleluia!  Everlasting life is this, Alleluia! 
Thee to know, thy power to prove, Alleluia!  Thus to sing, and thus to love, Alleluia! 

 
WORDS:  Charles Wesley, 1739 

MUSIC:  Lyra Davidica, 1708   

 
Prayer of Confession (Joseph)  

PASTOR: Sovereign Christ, we are your disciples — your wounded hands and feet in the world today. 

ALL: At times we have been the frightened ones, staying at a distance, worried about our status or 
our reputations. 

PASTOR: But you come close to us, bringing peace and challenge, unlocking our potential and setting us 
free. 

ALL: At times we have been the weeping ones, filled with grief and lost hope we are unable to see 
your presence in our midst. 

PASTOR: But you come close and speak our names and we discover that we are fully known and loved, and 
our hearts reach out to embrace you. 

ALL: Now we come close to you in worship.  We come with our fear, our confusion, and our tears 
and we find ourselves liberated and united by the love of the resurrected one. 

 

Words of Affirmation (Joseph) based on Isaiah 65:17-25 
PASTOR: “Look,” says God, “I am making a new heaven and a new earth.”  Christ is risen. 

ALL: Christ is risen indeed. 

PASTOR: “Wolves and lambs will eat together, there will be no harm or evil on my holy mountain.”   
 Christ is risen. 

ALL: Christ is risen indeed. 

PASTOR: This is the same God who raised up Jesus Christ and whose spirit is making all things new.   
 Christ is risen. 

ALL: Christ is risen indeed. 
 

Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer #895 (red, 9 John, 11 Harry)  Tealights lit after each petition. 
LECTOR: The world is different now for, in Christ, we know that your love cannot be contained — not by 

death’s grave, not by human walls that divide and separate, not by barriers of hopelessness and 
despair.  For all who suffer, are ill, or are in grief, we pray. 

 For all who wait to be fully included, we pray. 
 For the places of hopelessness within and around us, we pray. 

JOSEPH: The world is different now for, in Christ, your Spirit has pushed its way through and befriends the 
earth once again.  For the seasons of creation and the earth’s pattern of death and renewal, we 
pray. 

 For all the ways your presence is revealed to us through creation, we pray. 
 For the delights and joy of life, we pray. 

LECTOR: The world is different now for, in Christ, hands that held a whip and a hammer have seen the futile 
victory won with violence.  And hands once held in death’s grip by nails, now offer peace to all the 
earth.  For forgiveness offered and received, we pray. 

 For tables of diplomacy and cooperation between nations, we pray. 



 For peace that transcends differences, we pray. 

 For what else shall we pray?  (pause) 

JOSEPH: O God, in Your loving purpose answer our prayers and fulfill our hopes.  In all things for which 
we pray, give us the will to seek to bring them about, for the sake of Jesus Christ, the risen One 
who taught his disciples to pray, saying: 

ALL: Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.   
 And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.   
 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen.    

 

Hymn #304 (9 red) “Easter People, Raise Your Voices” 

Easter people, raise your voices, sounds of heaven in earth should ring.   
Christ has brought us heaven’s choices; heavenly music, let it ring.   

Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Easter people, let us sing. 
 

2. Fear of death can no more stop us from our pressing here below. 
For our Lord empowered us to triumph over every foe. 

Alleluia!  Alleluia!  On to victory now we go. . 
 

3.  Every day to us is Easter, with its resurrection song. 
When in trouble move the faster to our God who rights the wrong.   

Alleluia!  Alleluia!  See the power of heavenly throngs. 
 

WORDS:  William M. James, 1979; © 1979 The United Methodist Publishing House 
MUSIC:  Henry T. Smart, 1867  

Special Music (11) “A Classic Easter Alleluia” — Aldersgate Choir 
 

God’s Word Proclaimed (9 Joseph, 11 Harry) John 20:1-18 dramatized 

NARRATOR: The Easter scripture is from John, chapter 20, verses 1 – 18.  Mary Magdalene had been one of 
Jesus’ friends.  She had stood and watched on that terrible day as Jesus was killed on the cross.  
Now Jesus was dead, and Mary felt as if she would never smile again. 

 Early on Sunday morning, Mary went to the place where they had put Jesus’ body.  By the time 
Mary reached the tomb, the sun was just starting to come up.  The sunrise turned the sky into a 
jumble of orange, yellow, and purple.  Mary looked at the tomb and saw at once that the stone 
had been rolled away and Jesus’ body was gone.  What a horrible shock! 

 Mary was very upset!  She ran to call some of Jesus’ disciples.  They came running to the tomb 
as fast as they could.  They, too, saw that the tomb was empty.  Where was Jesus?  The disci-
ples didn’t know what to do, so they went back home.  Everyone was very puzzled. 

 But Mary didn’t want to go home.  She stayed by the tomb to see if she could find out what had 
happened to Jesus.  She was feeling sad.  First Jesus had died, and now Jesus’ body was gone.  
Could things get any worse?  Mary cried and cried. 

 Then Mary turned around and saw someone standing there.  Mary was crying so hard that the 
tears made it difficult to see. 

JESUS: Why are you crying?  Who are you looking for? 

NARRATOR: Mary thought she was talking to the gardener.  

MARY: Sir, if you have taken Jesus away, please tell me where his body is. 

JESUS: Mary. 

NARRATOR: As soon as Mary heard her name she knew who the figure was.  It wasn’t the gardener; it was 
Jesus! 

 Mary couldn’t believe her eyes.  Jesus had been dead, but now he was alive!  Mary’s tears had 
disappeared in a flash and in their place was the biggest smile you have ever seen. 

JESUS: Go and tell the other disciples what has happened.  Tell them that I am going to be with God. 



NARRATOR: Mary ran as fast as she could to tell the disciples.  She was laughing, and jumping, and dancing 
with joy.  Mary had a wonderful message to deliver. 

MARY: (To be said as she runs to the back of the sanctuary.  At 9:00 she should be sure to shout this 
into the mike and for the camera before she runs out.)   

 I have seen Jesus!  Jesus is alive! 
 
Sermon (John & Joseph) “Faith Is Believing without Seeing” 

 
Prayer of Dedication (Joseph)       One can give without loving, but one cannot love without giving — Amy Carmichael 

PASTOR: We are here today to give thanks for God’s steadfast love.  Each one of us is an expression of that 
love.  By the way we live and the way we give, that love is carried into the lives of others who 
have had little experience of God’s care.  May our offerings represent an outpouring of thanksgiv-
ing. 

 By your hand, O God, we have been blessed with life, with food, with refreshment, with hope. 

ALL: Day by day you are saving us, healing our brokenness, calling forth our gifts, granting us 
strength to serve with Christ as a part of your revelation to the world.  Thank you, God, for 
times of resurrection.  Thank you for this day of celebration.  We dedicate ourselves anew 
with our offering.  In the name of the Risen Lord, we pray.  Amen. 

 

Hymn #310 (red)  “He Lives”  

I serve a risen Savior, he’s in the world today; 
I know that he is living, whatever foes may say. 

I see his hand of mercy, I hear his voice of cheer,   
and just the time I need him, he’s always near. 

He lives, he lives, Christ Jesus lives today! 
He walks with me and talks with me along life’s narrow way. 

He lives, he lives, salvation to impart!   
You ask me how I know he lives?  He lives within my heart.   

 
2.  In all the world around me I see his loving care, 

and though my heart grows weary, I never will despair. 
I know that he is leading through all the stormy blast; 

the day of his appearing will come at last.   
He lives, he lives, Christ Jesus lives today! 

He walks with me and talks with me along life’s narrow way. 
He lives, he lives, salvation to impart!   

You ask me how I know he lives?  He lives within my heart. 
 

3.  Rejoice, rejoice, O Christian, lift up your voice and sing 
eternal hallelujahs to Jesus Christ the King! 

The hope of all who seek him, the help of all who find; 
none other is so loving, so good and kind. 
He lives, he lives, Christ Jesus lives today! 

He walks with me and talks with me along life’s narrow way. 
He lives, he lives, salvation to impart!   

You ask me how I know he lives?  He lives within my heart. 
 

WORDS and MUSIC:  Alfred H. Ackley, 1933; © renewed 1961 The Rodeheaver Co.  

 



Commissioning and Blessing (John) 

PASTOR: Christ is risen.  Alleluia! 

ALL: (wave rainbow streamers) Christ is risen indeed.  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

PASTOR: Go to live as the Body of Christ, resurrected by love and empowered by the Spirit to continue 
God’s work in this world.  And know and believe that the risen Christ is always with you.  Amen. 

ALL: Amen. 
 
Postlude  “Hallelujah Chorus” from “Messiah” by G.F. Handel 

You may keep your rainbow streamer or leave it on your chair. 



Announcements 
…………………………….. 

Today, April 17, 2022 Easter Sunday 
9:00 a.m. Worship — on https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCt21eDWxyIs1fpzpifo4LYg/live. Or at your 

convenience at www.aldersgatelinc.org or on YouTube on the Aldersgate United Methodist 
Church, Lincoln, Nebraska channel.  

10:00 a.m. Lenten Study “God Unbound: Wisdom from Galatians for the Anxious Church” — Room 3 
10:00 a.m. Children and Youth Sunday School Easter activities and Easter egg hunt — Sunshine Room 
11:00 a.m. Worship — Worship Center 
1:30 p.m. Virtual Fellowship — zoom 

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/812243946?pwd=clRSQUlOZjYrQjIyZHk0aTZvQzFMQT09 
Meeting ID: 812 243 946 
Password: 021075 
One tap mobile  +12532158782,,812243946#,,1#,021075# US (Tacoma) 
Dial by your location        +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 
Meeting ID: 812 243 946 
Password: 021075 
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kcFkfw3laD 

 
Monday 

7:00 p.m. Church Council — zoom 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89210422014?pwd=UEZjQUl4RFAwNTJHdEZsRGRCdEl6Zz09 
Meeting ID: 892 1042 2014 
Passcode: 832006 
One tap mobile 
+12532158782,,89210422014#,,,,*832006# US (Tacoma)  
Dial by your location 
        +1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma) 
Meeting ID: 892 1042 2014 
Passcode: 832006 
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kbw0M4Tny9 

 

Thank You 
 

Thank you to Mary K. Burns and Joyce Davidson for making our rainbow streamers for today. 

 
Aldersgate Vacation Bible School 2022 

 
6:30-8:00 p.m. Monday, June 13, Wednesday, June 15 and Friday, June 17 

Aldersgate Gardens 
You’re invited to Bible stories, songs, crafts, games and snacks and bring your friends and neighbors. 

 
Diaper and Baby Wipes Drive for Ukraine 

 
The Lincoln People’s City Mission is teaming up with Convoy of Hope to aid their Ukrainian workers.  On 

Friday, April 22 a Convoy of Hope truck will pick up the much needed diapers and baby wipes from the Help 
Center at 6800 P Street.  If you can’t get a box of diapers there by then but you still want to help, there is an 
Amazon wish list at pcmlincoln.org.   

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCt21eDWxyIs1fpzpifo4LYg/live
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/812243946?pwd=clRSQUlOZjYrQjIyZHk0aTZvQzFMQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kcFkfw3laD
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89210422014?pwd=UEZjQUl4RFAwNTJHdEZsRGRCdEl6Zz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kbw0M4Tny9


Tuesday  
10:00 a.m. Lenten Study “God Unbound: Wisdom from Galatians for the Anxious Church” — Room 4 
7:00 p.m. Book Club Nomadland: Surviving America in the Twenty-First Century by Jessica Bruder — 

Room 4 
 
Wednesday  

10:00 a.m. A.R.M.S. (Retired Ministers & Spouses) — Fellowship Hall 
7:00 p.m. Choir Practice — Worship Center 
7:00 p.m. Lenten Study “God Unbound: Wisdom from Galatians for the Anxious Church” — zoom 

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82948071852?pwd=ZW9NRFJ1cUVoYlJYOHlodXJ5NTd0dz09 
Meeting ID: 829 4807 1852 
Passcode: 832006 
One tap mobile 
+12532158782,,82948071852#,,,,*832006# US (Tacoma)  
Dial by your location 
        +1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma) 
Meeting ID: 829 4807 1852 
Passcode: 832006 
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/khFOMxij4 

 
Thursday  

12:30 p.m. Lenten Study & Prayer Service — Fireside Room, Legacy Estates 
2:30 p.m. Care Ministry — zoom 

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81939800475?pwd=K1EwbjFqTTZ3OS9rNnBHSC9ubWZyQT09 
Meeting ID: 819 3980 0475 
Passcode: 832006 
One tap mobile 
+12532158782,,81939800475#,,,,*832006# US (Tacoma)  
Dial by your location 
        +1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma) 
Meeting ID: 819 3980 0475 
Passcode: 832006 
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kb0zFweCd1 

 
Friday  

8:45 a.m. Take Off Pounds Sensibly — Room 4 
 
Saturday 

10:00 a.m. Nebraska Herbal Society — Sunshine Room 
12:30-3:30 p.m.  UNL Big Event — Aldersgate Gardens 

 
Next Sunday, April 24, 2022 Tree Sabbath 

9:00 a.m. Worship — on https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCt21eDWxyIs1fpzpifo4LYg/live. Or at 
your convenience at www.aldersgatelinc.org or on YouTube on the Aldersgate United Method-
ist Church, Lincoln, Nebraska channel.  

9:30 a.m. Lenten Study “God Unbound: Wisdom from Galatians for the Anxious Church” — Room 4 
10:00 a.m. Lenten Study “God Unbound: Wisdom from Galatians for the Anxious Church” — Room 3 
10:00 a.m. Children’s Sunday School — Room 2 
10:00 a.m. Youth Sunday School — Sunshine Room 
11:00 a.m. Worship — Worship Center 
1:30 p.m. Virtual Fellowship — zoom 

 
Next Monday, April 25 

7:00 p.m. Worship Planning Team — Room 4 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82948071852?pwd=ZW9NRFJ1cUVoYlJYOHlodXJ5NTd0dz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/u/khFOMxij4
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81939800475?pwd=K1EwbjFqTTZ3OS9rNnBHSC9ubWZyQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kb0zFweCd1
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCt21eDWxyIs1fpzpifo4LYg/live

