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Prelude (9) “You Are My Hiding Place” — arr. Mark Hayes 

(11)   “Jesu/Tapestry” — Bach/arr. Rodriguez 
 

Greeting (9 John, 11 Harry) 
 

Call to Worship (9 John, 11 Harry) based on I John 4:7-11 
PASTOR: Friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. 

ALL: Anyone who loves is a child of God and knows God. 

PASTOR: But anyone who does not love, does not know God, for God is love. 

ALL: God showed how much he loved us by sending his Son. 

PASTOR: This is real love — not that we loved God, but that God loved us first and sent his Son as a sacri-
fice to take away our sins. 

ALL: Since God loved us that much, we ought to love each other and God. 
 

Opening Prayer (9 John, 11 Harry)  
PASTOR: God of love, thank you for your extravagant love for us, that while we were still sinners, you sent 

Jesus to share your love with us.  Strengthen us in the belief that through your love, all things do 
work together for good. 

ALL: Be with us when we doubt your love.  When we falter because of problems in our families, 
with our friends, in our relationships, in the pressures of everyday life, in the struggle to 
make ends meet, in our concern over our health, in the fear our jobs may not be there to-
morrow, Lord, grant us the strength to trust that you are there for us no matter what, loving 
us as extravagantly as always.  Help us, Lord to share your love.  In Jesus’ name we ask.  
Amen. 

 

Hymn #140 (red)  “Great Is Thy Faithfulness” 

Great is thy faithfulness, O God my Father; 
there is no shadow of turning with thee,  

thou changest not, thy compassions, they fail not; 
as thou has been, thou forever wilt be.   

Great is thy faithfulness!  Great is thy faithfulness! 
Morning by morning new mercies I see; 

all I have needed thy hand hath provided; 
great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me! 

 
2. Summer and winter and springtime and harvest,  

sun, moon, and stars in their courses above 
join with all nature in manifold witness 

to thy great faithfulness, mercy, and love. 
Great is thy faithfulness!  Great is thy faithfulness! 

Morning by morning new mercies I see; 
all I have needed thy hand hath provided; 

great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me! 
 

 



3.  Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, 
thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide; 

strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow, 
blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside! 

Great is thy faithfulness!  Great is thy faithfulness! 
Morning by morning new mercies I see; 

all I have needed thy hand hath provided; 
great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me! 

 
WORDS:  Thomas O Chisholm, 1923 

MUSIC:  William M. Runyan, 1923; © 1923, renewed 1951 Hope Publishing Co. 

 

Prayer of Confession and Words of Affirmation (Joseph) To err is human; to forgive is divine. 
ALL: Loving God, in life we play so many roles: one day the wayward child, another the strict par-

ent; sometimes jealous and confused, other times open and kind; some days determined to go 
our own way, at other times open to your leading.  In the mix of who we are, in the ups and 
downs of our lives, in our triumphs and failures, be the one who calls us back, who reminds 
us of home and sets our feet toward a world of welcome.  When so much is left undone, 
where so much is left behind, when so many gifts lie unused, when too few tears have been 
shed, move our hearts and minds to seek forgiveness and the reconciliation love brings.  
Through Jesus the Christ.  Amen. 

PASTOR: Even as we walk slow and unsure of foot, God runs to greet us.  Even as we cling to being in the 
right, God forgives what is left unspoken.  Loved and held in God’s arms, we are made a new cre-
ation.  Everything old has passed away; everything has become new.  Amen. 

ALL: Amen. 
 

Prayers of the People, Answered Prayers and Lord’s Prayer #895 (red, Joseph) 

PASTOR: During this prayer with the footprint you have been given, you are invited to reflect and 
note the direction you are called to be taking. 

 In this moment of thoughtfulness, we thank God for feet that run and walk, hearts that 
beat, and lungs that pump; for days that turn to nights and the sun that follows the 
moon; for mountains, valleys, rivers, oceans, and puddles; and in them all, for a 
glimpse of the holy.  In the stillness of this moment, we bring our concerns, anxieties, 
fears and doubts before God asking for his comfort and strength. 

 First of all, we pray for ourselves, for our families and friends that God in his infinite love may 
continue to bless us, provide for all of our needs and keep us strong in faith.  Loving God, 

ALL: hear our prayer. 

PASTOR: We pray and give thanks for all the nameless ones who work faithfully and selflessly in big and 
little ways to turn us away from violence and estrangement toward your way of peace and unity.  
Loving God, 

ALL: hear our prayer. 

PASTOR: We pray that your reconciling love will infiltrate the places where war and violence is the daily 
norm so that soon people might live united, supportive and loving of one another.  Loving God, 

ALL: hear our prayer. 

PASTOR: We pray for unity in families and among churches.  We pray for those who are wayward from the 
truth.  May God of truth bring all his children back to the fold and be their one shepherd.   

 Loving God, 

ALL: hear our prayer. 

PASTOR: For all the immigrants and refugees and those who because of their own choice or no choice have 
to live away from their families.  May God be their shelter, comfort them in their loneliness and 
fulfill all their needs.  Loving God, 

ALL: hear our prayer. 

PASTOR: We pray for all those who have asked us for prayers and for those who are on our church’s prayer 

list.  (pause)  Loving God, 



ALL: hear our prayer. 

PASTOR: And let us remember in prayer the One through whom we pray: whose way is love, whose wisdom 
is justice, whose heart is compassion, whose promise and call is peace and who taught his disciples 
to pray saying: 

ALL: Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.   
 And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.   
 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen.    

 

Hymn #378 (9 red, vs. 1-4) “Amazing Grace” 

Amazing grace! How sweet the sound that saved a wretch like me! 
I once was lost, but now am found; was blind, but now I see. 

  
2. 'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, and grace my fears relieved; 

how precious did that grace appear the hour I first believed. 
 

3. Through many dangers, toils, and snares, I have already come; 
'tis grace hath brought me safe thus far, and grace will lead me home. 

 
4. The Lord has promised good to me, his word my hope secures; 

he will my shield and portion be, as long as life endures. 
 

WORDS:  John Newton, 1779 
MUSIC:  19th cent. USA melody; harm. by Edwin O. Excell, 1900 

Special Music (11) “Amazing Grace” — Aldersgate Choir, Heather Pedersen, violin 
 

Word of God Proclaimed (9 Joseph, 11 Harry) Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32 
 

Sermon (9 John) “Do We Wonder If They Have Done Enough to Get Back in?” 

(11 Joseph) “Lost People Matter to God” 

 
Prayer of Dedication of Gifts and Self (John) 

PASTOR: As the prodigal son made for home, we turn back to you.  As the father celebrated his return, we 
rejoice with all who love you.  We are not worthy to receive all that we have, and what we offer is 
a simple token of all that you have given. 

ALL: So, receive us and our offerings as we come with grateful hearts, O God.  By your Spirit, re-
form our lives into ones worthy of the task you place before us.  In the spirit of Jesus our 
Christ, we pray.  Amen. 

 

Hymn #2223 (black)  “They Will Know We Are Christians”  

We are one in the Spirit, we are one in the Lord, 
we are one in the Spirit, we are one in the Lord,  

and we pray that all unity may one day be restored: 
And they’ll know we are Christians by our love, by our love; 

yes, they’ll know we are Christians by our love. 
 

2.  We will walk with each other, we will walk hand in hand, 
we will walk with each other, we will walk hand in hand, 

and together we’ll spread the news that God is in our land: 
And they’ll know we are Christians by our love, by our love; 

yes, they’ll know we are Christians by our love. 
 



3.  We will work with each other, we will work side by side, 
we will work with each other, we will work side by side, 
and we’ll guard human dignity and save human pride: 

And they’ll know we are Christians by our love, by our love; 
yes, they’ll know we are Christians by our love. 

 
4.  All praise to the Father, from whom all things come, 

and all praise to Christ Jesus, God’s only Son, 
and all praise to the Spirit, who makes us one: 

And they’ll know we are Christians by our love, by our love; 
yes, they’ll know we are Christians by our love. 

 
WORDS and MUSIC:  Peter Scholtes 

© 1966 F.E.L. Publications assigned 1991 to The Lorenz Corp. 

 
Commissioning and Blessing (Joseph) 

PASTOR: Live as ambassadors of Jesus every day; rejoice when a sister or brother returns home to God. 

ALL: We will seek to love as we have been loved; we will welcome, not judge others. 

PASTOR: We have been reconciled to God through Jesus; God’s love and compassion will be with us al-
ways. 

ALL: We will be glad and rejoice in God’s goodness; we will share the joy of God’s love. 

PASTOR: Go into the world in peace and in joy to journey again with God.  The blessing of God the Creator, 
Redeemer and Holy Spirit be yours.  Amen. 

ALL: Amen. 
 

Postlude (9) “The Power of the Cross” with “Lift High the Cross” — arr. Carol Tornquist 

(11) “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” — J. Zundel 





Announcements 
…………………………….. 

Today, March 27, 2022  
9:00 a.m. Worship — on https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCt21eDWxyIs1fpzpifo4LYg/live. Or at your 

convenience at www.aldersgatelinc.org or on YouTube on the Aldersgate United Methodist 
Church, Lincoln, Nebraska channel.  

9:30 a.m. Lenten Study “God Unbound: Wisdom from Galatians for the Anxious Church” — Room 4 
10:00 a.m. Lenten Study “God Unbound: Wisdom from Galatians for the Anxious Church” — Room 3 
11:00 a.m. Worship — Worship Center 
1:30 p.m. Virtual Fellowship — zoom 

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/812243946?pwd=clRSQUlOZjYrQjIyZHk0aTZvQzFMQT09 
Meeting ID: 812 243 946 
Password: 021075 
One tap mobile  +12532158782,,812243946#,,1#,021075# US (Tacoma) 
Dial by your location        +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 
Meeting ID: 812 243 946 
Password: 021075 
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kcFkfw3laD 

 
Monday 

7:00 p.m. Worship Planning Team — Room 4 
 
Tuesday  

10:00 a.m. Lenten Study “God Unbound: Wisdom from Galatians for the Anxious Church” — Room 4 
7:00 p.m. Earth Stewards (Climate Care Discussion) 

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81778191841?pwd=aVNobS9qU2FabmdrZlJScU8wSkVHQT09 
Meeting ID: 817 7819 1841 
Passcode: 832006 
One tap mobile 
+16699009128,,81778191841#,,,,*832006# US (San Jose) 
Dial by your location 
        +1 669 900 9128 US (San Jose) 
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kpGzFaqtB 

 
Wednesday  

7:00 p.m. Choir Practice — Worship Center 
7:00 p.m. Lenten Study “God Unbound: Wisdom from Galatians for the Anxious Church” — zoom 

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82948071852?pwd=ZW9NRFJ1cUVoYlJYOHlodXJ5NTd0dz09 
Meeting ID: 829 4807 1852 
Passcode: 832006 
One tap mobile 
+12532158782,,82948071852#,,,,*832006# US (Tacoma)  
Dial by your location 
        +1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma) 
Meeting ID: 829 4807 1852 
Passcode: 832006 
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/khFOMxij4 

 
Thursday 

12:30 p.m. Lenten Study & Prayer Service — Fireside Room, Legacy Estates 
7:00 p.m. Greater Vision Concert — Piedmont Park Church, 4801 ‘A’ St. 

 



Friday  
8:45 a.m. Take Off Pounds Sensibly — Room 4 

 
Saturday 

9:00 a.m. ‒ 2:00 p.m. U.M. Women District Spring Event — Hallam U.M. Church, 500 Main St. or 
9:30 a.m. ‒ 12 p.m. U.M. Women District Spring Event — zoom  (To register, sign up here: volun-

teersignup.org/EEK8Y or contact Spiritual Growth Coordinator, Jeanene Cordes at 
cordesjg@gmail.com or 402-890-1954 ) 

 
Next Sunday, April 3, 2022  

9:00 a.m. Worship — on https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCt21eDWxyIs1fpzpifo4LYg/live. Or at 
your convenience at www.aldersgatelinc.org or on YouTube on the Aldersgate United Method-
ist Church, Lincoln, Nebraska channel.  

9:30 a.m. Lenten Study “God Unbound: Wisdom from Galatians for the Anxious Church” — Room 4 
10:00 a.m. Lenten Study “God Unbound: Wisdom from Galatians for the Anxious Church” — Room 3 
10:00 a.m. Children’s Sunday School with Colleen Nielsen — Room 2 
10:00 a.m. Youth Sunday School with Tom Haggar — Sunshine Room 
11:00 a.m. Worship — Worship Center 
1:00 p.m. Ostomy Group — Sunshine Room 
1:30 p.m. Virtual Fellowship — zoom 

 
Wednesday, April 6 

1:30 p.m. Book Club Nomadland: Surviving America in the Twenty-First Century by Jessica Bruder — 
zoom 

 
Friday, April 8 

7:00 p.m. Friday Fling — Fellowship Hall.  You are invited to bring snacks to share and enjoy the fellow-
ship of playing cards. 

 
Saturday, April 9 

9 a.m.-noon  Celebrate Easter drive-thru — 3B Homestead, 7603 298th St. Murdock 
4-7 p.m. Celebrate Easter walk-thru — 3B Homestead, 7603 298th St. Murdock 

 
Sunday, April 10 Palm Sunday 

9 a.m.-noon  Celebrate Easter drive-thru — 3B Homestead, 7603 298th St. Murdock 
2-4 p.m. Family Fun Day — Camp Fontanelle 
4-7 p.m. Celebrate Easter walk-thru — 3B Homestead, 7603 298th St. Murdock 

 
Monday, April 11 

1:30 p.m. U.M. Women “Love, Justice and Service” — Room 4 
 
Wednesday, April 13 

9 a.m.-noon  Celebrate Easter drive-thru — 3B Homestead, 7603 298th St. Murdock 
4-7 p.m. Celebrate Easter walk-thru — 3B Homestead, 7603 298th St. Murdock 

 
Thursday, April 14 Maundy Thursday 

7:00 p.m. Maundy Thursday Service — Worship Center and online 
 
Saturday, April 16 

8:00 a.m. Men’s Breakfast — Room 4.  Catered by Hy-Vee. 
9 a.m.-noon  Celebrate Easter drive-thru — 3B Homestead, 7603 298th St. Murdock 
4-7 p.m. Celebrate Easter walk-thru — 3B Homestead, 7603 298th St. Murdock 

 
Sunday, April 17 Easter 

10:00 a.m. Children and Youth Sunday School Easter activities and Easter egg hunt — Sunshine Room 
 


