
Worshippers are welcomed to use their own terminology for God. 
If you are considering membership, please contact our pastor, 402-489-1510. 

Aldersgate  
United Methodist Church 

8320 South Street 
Lincoln, NE  68506-6540 
www.aldersgatelinc.org 

402-489-1510 (church office) 
aldersgatelinc@gmail.com 

 
Joseph Rafique, Pastor 

402-499-7101 (cell) 
402-483-7250 (home) 

jrafique@GreatPlainsUMC.org 

Ministers:  All of Aldersgate’s Members 
Pastor:  Joseph Rafique 
Keyboardist :  Deanna Steward  
Organist:  Jan Malone 
Director of Music:  Julie Clopper-Smith 
Digital Media Specialist:  Nancy Taylor 
Administrative Assistant:  Stacey Lienemann 
Child Care Attendant:  Katie Softley 
Custodian:  Scott Hoyt 

9:00 a.m. 
With Pastor John Goldrich serving 

Newman U.M. Church 
Videographer: Nancy Taylor 
Song Leaders: Dan and Kara Steward 
Greeter/Usher: Bill Nelson 
 

11:00 a.m. Service 
Greeter/Usher: Stacey Lienemann 
Lector: Julie Clopper-Smith 

Aldersgate 
United Methodist 

Church 
 

March 26, 2023 
Fifth  Sunday in Lent 



March 26, 2023 

  
 

Greeting and Announcements (9 John, 11 Julie) 
 
Music for Centering Prayer  “Alas! And Did My Savior Bleed?” — arr. Brian Buda 
 

Call to Worship (9 John, 11 Julie) (based on Ezekiel 37 and John 11) 

LEADER: God calls us from the valley of dry bones.  Come, listen for a word from our God. 

ALL: We hear God calling us in a far distant voice.  We had nearly forgotten God’s care for us. 

LEADER: The Spirit breathes life into our dry bones.  God offers hope when we have lost our way. 

ALL: Our souls wait for the refreshment God offers.  Our spirits are filled with great expectation. 

LEADER: Christ came as a light to all the world.  Christ comes among us today to light our way. 

ALL: We hear the teacher calling for us.  Christ unbinds us that we may see and believe. 
 

Opening Prayer (9 John, 11 Julie)  

LEADER: God of steadfast love, bring new life to this community of your people.  We are eager to hear 
your voice and be filled with your Spirit.  Come from the four winds.  O breathe and bring vitality 
and purpose to our gathering, that we might be energized and encouraged. 

ALL: Hear our voices, lift in praise and crying out from our need.  Be attentive to our supplica-
tions, lest we die apart from you.  Only you can unbind us and set us free.  Amen. 

 

Hymns #307 (red) “Christ Is Risen”  

Christ is risen!  Shout Hosanna!  Celebrate this day of days.   
Christ is risen!  Hush in wonder; all creation is amazed. 

In the desert all surrounding, see, a spreading tree has grown. 
Healing leaves of grace abounding bring a taste of love unknown. 

 
2.  Christ is risen!  Raise your spirits from the caverns of despair. 

Walk with gladness in the morning.  See what love can do and dare. 
Drink the wine of resurrection, not a servant, but a friend; 

Jesus is our strong companion.  Joy and peace shall never end. 
 

3.  Christ is risen!  Earth and heaven nevermore shall be the same. 
Break the bread of new creation where the world is still in pain. 
Tell its grim, demonic chorus: “Christ is risen!  Get you gone!” 

God the First and Last is with us.  Sing Hosanna everyone! 
 

WORDS:  Brian Wren, 1984, © 1986 Hope Publishing Co. 
MUSIC:  Polish carol; arr. by Edith M.G. Reed, 1926  

 
Prayer of Confession and Words of Affirmation (Joseph)  

PASTOR: To set the mind on the flesh is death.  Focused only on our own interests, we cannot see God.  
The law of God is foreign to us and we are hostile to its demands.  To live in sin — separation 
from God — is death.  Come now to the promise of life as we confess our sin. 

ALL: Out of the depths we cry to you, O God.  Hear our prayers, the confession of our neglect, 
the admission of our desire to rule in your place.  Like the house of Israel in Ezekiel’s time, 
we are cut off from communion with you.  We are like dead people, going through the mo-
tions of living.  We cry out for forgiveness and a new start.  We long to know you and to live 
in reverence before you.  By your steadfast love, redeem us from our iniquities and raise us 



up to serve you.  In Jesus’ name.  Amen. 

PASTOR: Jesus says to us, “Did I not tell you that if you believe, you would see the glory of God?”  Arise, 
in faith and trust; knowing that God will give life to our mortal bodies through the Spirit who 
dwells in us and among us.  God has made us to be instruments of self-giving love, who find life 
by giving it away.  As God has invested in us, we are free to invest ourselves in ministry to oth-
ers.  Amen. 

ALL: Praise and thanks be to God!  Amen. 
 

Affirmation of Faith 

PASTOR: We affirm our faith together. 

ALL: We believe in the steadfast love of God, whose willingness to hear is greater than our des-
pair; whose power to forgive is greater than our sin; we trust in this God to save us.   

 We believe in Jesus Christ, who wept in anger and grief; who faced life with hope and death 
with courage; at his command, the bonds of death are untied/unloosed/broken; in him, we 
find life and resurrection. 

 We believe in the Spirit of God, who breathes new life into dead bones; who dwells in us 
and brings us hope; who forms us into the people of God, always alive to new possibilities; 
this is the Spirit who dwells in us. 

 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer #895 (red, Joseph) 

PASTOR: Grief may feel fresh or it may be remembered.  It may even be possible that worship will invite 
new awareness of loss.  Today those of you who wish to make a prayer are invited to move to the 
sand box, light a tealight candle and offer your prayer in your heart or out loud.  After your pray-
er leave the tealight candle in the sand box. 

 For all of these and our other prayers, we say: 

ALL: Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

PASTOR: Let us wrap these and all our prayer petitions in the prayer that Jesus taught his disciples, saying: 

ALL: Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen.   

 

Hymn #98 (9:00 red) “To God Be the Glory”  

To God be the glory, great things he hath done! 
So loved he the world that he gave us his Son, 

who yielded his life an atonement for sin, 
and opened the life-gate that all may go in. 

Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, let the earth hear his voice! 
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, let the people rejoice! 

O come to the Father thru Jesus the Son, 
and give him the glory, great things he hath done! 

 
2. O perfect redemption, the purchase of blood, 

to every believer the promise of God; 
the vilest offender who truly believes, 

that moment from Jesus a pardon receives. 
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, let the earth hear his voice! 

Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, let the people rejoice! 
O come to the Father thru Jesus the Son, 

and give him the glory, great things he hath done!  
 



3.  Great things he hath taught us, great things he hath done, 
and great our rejoicing thru Jesus the Son; 
but purer, and higher, and greater will be 

our wonder, our transport, when Jesus we see. 
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, let the earth hear his voice! 

Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, let the people rejoice! 
O come to the Father thru Jesus the Son, 

and give him the glory, great things he hath done! 
 

WORDS:  Fanny J. Crosby, 1875 
MUSIC:  William H. Doane, 1875 

Special Music (11:00) “Secure” — Aldersgate Choir 
 

God’s Word Proclaimed (9 John, 11 Julie) Ezekiel 37:1-14 
 John 11:1-45 
 
Sermon (Joseph)  “The One Who Has Life, Gives Life” 
 
Prayer of Dedication of Gifts and Self (Joseph)  

PASTOR: God invites us to view the valleys of dry bones that fill our world.  Prophesy to these bones and 
say to them: “O dry bones, hear the word of God.”  We here offer ourselves and our resources 
that the winds of God might blow through our world with life-giving energy. 

ALL: Lift us up, O God, from the graves of our self-interest as we invest ourselves in sharing the 
good news with the world.  Bless and multiply our gifts of time, talent and treasure, that all 
who are drained of hope might have their minds set on the Spirit.  May the Spirit raise them 
to new life as we celebrate the resurrection Jesus promised to Martha and to all who trust 
and follow where God leads.  Amen. 

 

Hymns #261 (red) “Lord of the Dance”  

I danced in the morning when the world was begun, and I danced in the moon and the stars and the sun, 
and I came down from heaven and I danced on the earth.  At Bethlehem I had my birth. 

Dance, then, wherever you may be; I am the Lord of the Dance, said he. 
And I’ll lead you all wherever you may be, and I’ll lead you all in the dance, said he. 

 
2.I danced for the scribe and the Pharisee, but they would not dance and they would not follow me; 

I danced for the fishermen, for James and John; they came to me and the dance went on. 
Dance, then, wherever you may be; I am the Lord of the Dance, said he. 

And I’ll lead you all wherever you may be, and I’ll lead you all in the dance, said he. 
 

3. I danced on the sabbath when I cured the lame, the holy people said it was a shame; 
they whipped and they stripped and they hung me high; and they left me there on a cross to die.  

Dance, then, wherever you may be; I am the Lord of the Dance, said he. 
And I’ll lead you all wherever you may be, and I’ll lead you all in the dance, said he. 

 
4. I danced on a Friday and the sky turned black; it’s hard to dance with the devil on your back; 

they buried my body and they thought I’d gone, but I am the dance and I still go on.  
Dance, then, wherever you may be; I am the Lord of the Dance, said he. 

And I’ll lead you all wherever you may be, and I’ll lead you all in the dance, said he. 
 



5. They cut me down and I leapt up high, I am the life that’ll never, never die; 
I’ll live in you if you’ll live in me; I am the Lord of the Dance, said he. 

Dance, then, wherever you may be; I am the Lord of the Dance, said he. 
And I’ll lead you all wherever you may be, and I’ll lead you all in the dance, said he. 

 
WORDS:  Sydney Carter, 1963 

MUSIC:  19th cent. Shaker tune; adapt. by Sydney Carter; harm. by Gary Alan Smith, 1988 
© 1989 Galliard, Ltd. c/o Galaxy Music Corp. 

 
Commissioning and Blessing (John)   

PASTOR: We are freed from all that has bound us.  The Spirit sends us out in trust and joy. 

ALL: The Spirit dwells in us and empowers us.  The light of Christ will show us the way. 

PASTOR: Go out to proclaim God’s freeing love.  Spread a word of hope to all who are in distress. 

ALL: With God, there is great power to redeem.  We eagerly share God’s steadfast love. 

PASTOR: May God, who is the Creator, the Redeemer and the Sustainer, bless you and strengthen your 
faith and resolve both today and forever.  Amen. 

ALL: Amen.   
 

Postlude  “Lord, I Lift Your Name on High” — arr. Victor Labenske 



Announcements 
…………………………….. 

Today, March 26 National Make Up Your Own Holiday 
9:00 a.m. Worship — Worship Center and online https://

www.youtube.com@aldersgateunitedmethodistc8463.  Or at your convenience at 
www.aldersgatelinc.org or on YouTube on the Aldersgate United Methodist Church, Lincoln, 
Nebraska channel. 

10:00 a.m. Lenten Reflections with Jeanette Fagerberg -- Room 4.  You are invited to join with others in a 
time of Lenten Reflection as we journey toward Easter. We will use traditional scripture and 
contemporary poetry to explore the experiences of Sabbath and Lent. You have the option of 
gathering on Sunday mornings or Wednesday mornings.  

10:00 a.m. Children’s Sunday School — Room 2 
10:00 a.m. Youth Sunday School — Room 1 
11:00 a.m. Worship — Worship Center 
1:30 p.m. Virtual Fellowship — zoom 

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/812243946?pwd=clRSQUlOZjYrQjIyZHk0aTZvQzFMQT09 
Meeting ID: 812 243 946 
Password: 021075 
One tap mobile  +12532158782,,812243946#,,1#,021075# US (Tacoma) 
Dial by your location        +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kcFkfw3laD 

 
Monday, March 27 World Theater Day 

7:00 p.m. Serving/Fellowshipping Key Result Team — Zoom  
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83875414281?pwd=MzRVZ0RyT00wRStvN3NGN1JaUHAxZz09 
Meeting ID: 838 7541 4281 
Passcode: 832006 
One tap mobile 
+16694449171,,83875414281#,,,,*832006# US  
Dial by your location 
        +1 669 444 9171 US 
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kd3b6xKExy 

 
Tuesday, March 28  National Something on a Stick Day 

7:00 p.m. Earth Steward Ministry — zoom.  John Berge joins in discussing the part American agriculture 
plays in mitigating and adapting to climate change.  An inside view. 

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81778191841?pwd=aVNobS9qU2FabmdrZlJScU8wSkVHQT09 
Meeting ID: 817 7819 1841 
Passcode: 832006 
One tap mobile 
+16699009128,,81778191841#,,,,*832006# US (San Jose) 
Dial by your location 
        +1 669 900 9128 US (San Jose) 
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kpGzFaqtB 

7:00 p.m. Justice Summit with Rev. Gilliard — St. Paul, 1144 M St.  Join in conversation 
with other activists to consider how best to address social, environmental and economic justice 
issues that challenge our community and how to increase equity, diversity and inclusion in that 
work. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCt21eDWxyIs1fpzpifo4LYg/live
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCt21eDWxyIs1fpzpifo4LYg/live
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCt21eDWxyIs1fpzpifo4LYg/live
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCt21eDWxyIs1fpzpifo4LYg/live
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/812243946?pwd=clRSQUlOZjYrQjIyZHk0aTZvQzFMQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kcFkfw3laD
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83875414281?pwd=MzRVZ0RyT00wRStvN3NGN1JaUHAxZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kd3b6xKExy
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81778191841?pwd=aVNobS9qU2FabmdrZlJScU8wSkVHQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kpGzFaqtB


Wednesday, March 29 Anniversary of Charles Wesley’s Death 
10:30 a.m. Lenten Reflections with Jeanette Fagerberg — Room 4   
7:00 p.m. Choir Practice — Worship Center  
 

Thursday, March 30  National Pencil Day 
12:30 p.m. Prayer and Worship Service — Theater, Legacy Estates, 7200 Van Dorn 
7:00 p.m. United Women in Faith Community Gathering “Who Are We through Christ?”  
 with Ilka Vega — zoom. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81431811176  
 
Friday, March 31  Eiffel Tower Day 

8:45 a.m. Take Off Pounds Sensibly — Room 4 
 
Saturday, April 1  April Fools’ Day 

7:00 p.m. Breaking the Fast — Sunshine Room 
 
Next Sunday, April 2 Palm Sunday 

9:00 a.m. Worship — Worship Center and online  
10:00 a.m. Children’s Sunday School — Room 2 
10:00 a.m. Youth Sunday School — Room 1 
10:00 a.m. Lenten Reflections with Jeanette Fagerberg — Room 4.   
11:00 a.m. Worship — Worship Center 
1:00 p.m. Lincoln Ostomy Support Group — Sunshine Room 
1:30 p.m. Virtual Fellowship — zoom 

 
Tuesday, April 4  National School Librarian Day 

8 a.m. – 8 p.m.  Election Day — Fellowship Hall 
11:30 a.m. Grand Generation — Stauffer’s Café, 5600 S. 48th 

 
Wednesday, April 5  Read a Roadmap Day 

1:30 p.m. Book Club Lessons in Chemistry by Bonnie Garmus — zoom 
 

Thursday, April 6  Maundy Thursday 
7:00 p.m. Maundy Thursday Service — Worship Center and streamed 

 
Sunday, April 9  Easter 

9:00 a.m. Worship — Worship Center and online 
10:00 a.m. Easter Egg Hunt — Sunshine Room 
11:00 a.m. Worship — Worship Center 

 
Monday, April 10  Golfer’s Day 

1:30 p.m. United Women in Faith “Because We Believe” — Room 4 
 
Friday, April 14  National Dolphin Day 

6:30 p.m. Friday Fling — Fellowship Hall 
 
Saturday,  April 15  National Rubber Eraser Day 

8:00 a.m. Men’s Breakfast — Room 4 
11:30 a.m. Style Show & Salad Luncheon — St. Paul, 1144 M St.  Reservations made by April 10: $12.  

Contact Lora Sullivan at 402-477-6951 or lsullivan@saintpaulumc.org.  Reservations made af-
ter April 10: $15 

 
Sunday, April 16  Foursquare Day 

2:30 p.m. Couple’s Shower for Patrick & Lia — Fellowship Hall.  In lieu of gifts the bride and groom 
would really appreciate donations to their honeymoon fund. 

 

https://uwfaith.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=29c7c08b73c632ded44fb9935&id=4d7aff28e2&e=3bcbc39b94
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https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCt21eDWxyIs1fpzpifo4LYg/live
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCt21eDWxyIs1fpzpifo4LYg/live
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCt21eDWxyIs1fpzpifo4LYg/live
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCt21eDWxyIs1fpzpifo4LYg/live
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