
ALL: Shape our hearts after the heart of Jesus, we pray. 

PASTOR: What other prayer needs would you like to add?  Eternal Spirit,  
ALL: hear our prayer.  Our Father, who art in heaven. . .  

 

God’s Word Proclaimed † Isaiah 55:1-9 

LECTOR: Your word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path. Psalm 119:105 
ALL: Amen. 

 

Hymn #121 (red) “There Is a Wideness in God’s Mercy” 
 
Gospel Reading  Luke 13:1-9 

 
Sermon “What Am I to Do?”  

 

Offertory (8:30) “God Is Love” — arr. Penny Rodriguez 

 (11) “Blest Be the Tie that Binds”—J.G. Nageli 
 

*Offertory Hymn #340 (red, read vs. 2-3) “Come, Ye Sinners, Poor and Needy” 
 

*Prayer of Dedication of Gifts and Self  

ALL: Gracious God, as we dedicate this offering, we also dedicate our thirst and 
our longing to be fruitful in good works.  Use them to help transform us 
and the world.  As we dedicate the fruits of our hands and lives, we also 
dedicate our hunger.  May it motivate us all to act in the world and create 
new light.  We invest in just causes, that your mercy may be known 
among all people.  Bless this giving and our worship toward true renewal 
of our souls and minds.  In the name of Jesus we ask.  Amen. 

 

*Hymn #2216 (black) “When We Are Called to Sing Your Praise” 
 
*Commissioning and Blessing   

PASTOR: God sends us out as witnesses of his love and mercy.  May our lips praise 
God as long as we live. 

ALL: God’s steadfast love is better than life.  God’s mercy and pardon know 
no ending. 

PASTOR: Praise God the Creator, the Redeemer and the Sustainer, for his love and 
patience toward you by being loving and patient toward all.  Amen. 

 

*Postlude (8:30) “Glorious Things of Thee Are Spoken”—arr. Gina Sprunger 

 (11) “Glorious Things of Thee Are Spoken”—arr. Gordon Young 

Child care is available in the nursery for ages 0-5. 
Children’s Bulletins and coloring materials are available at the back of the Sanctuary. 
Signing and Sound Assisting Devices are available.  Please ask an usher for assistance. 

Large print bulletins and hymnals are available at the back of the Sanctuary. 
Prayer request cards may be found at the entry. 

Worshippers are welcomed to use their own terminology for God. 
If you are considering membership, please contact our pastor, 489-1510. 

Coffee, cookies and fellowship are available in Fellowship Hall between services. 
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Order of Worship 
March 24, 2019 

*Please stand as you are able and respond by reading the bold print.. 
† Lector’s part 

 

Welcome and Announcements † (Welcome everyone, especially our guests.) 
(Please sign an attendance register as they are passed.) 

 

Music for Centering Prayer (8:30) “Draw Me Close” — arr. Mark Hayes 

 (11) “Jesus the Very Thought of Thee”—arr. John Johnson 
  

Call to Worship †  
LECTOR: People of God, do you thirst?  Do you hunger, on this Lenten journey? 

EAST: Our souls long for the quenching relief of right relationship and just 
living. 

WEST: Our spirits crave the satiating pleasure of knowing all are well and safe. 

LECTOR: People of the Way, come!  We are invited to drink deeply from the well of 
the glory of God!  We are invited to be fruitful by the grace of God’s for-
giveness and welcome. 

ALL: But how much will this cost?  How can we afford such luxury and gift? 

LECTOR: The glory of God is ours by our births — an inheritance for our humanity.  
There is no material cost.  God gives to us out of love and delight. 

ALL: Then how shall we respond to such love and kindness? 

LECTOR: Let us respond in faithful worship and offer our very selves — our hearts 
devoted, and our minds renewed — in thanksgiving for God’s great favor.  
Come, let us worship!  

 

Opening Prayer † 
LECTOR: Water of Life, 

ALL: we thirst. 

LECTOR: Bread of the World,  

ALL: we hunger. 

LECTOR: Giver of all Mercy, 

ALL: we ache for a sense of your presence in our world. 

LECTOR: We, like many before us, are tempted by the temporal pleasures and easy 
answers of the cultures in which we live.  We know that our great joy and 
fulfillment is in your love and grace, and our most faithful living is in our 
ability to bear fruit.  Pour out your Holy Spirit into our lives anew, nourish 

our spirits afresh; touch our souls with your hand and help us to find our 
way.  Be with us on this journey as we worship, we pray.  Amen.  

 

*Hymn #127 (red, 8:30) “Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah” 

Hymn #2233 (black, 11) “Where Children Belong” 

Good News for Kids (11) Cherie Frederick 

Special Music (11) “O Give Thanks”—Aldersgate Choir 
 
Prayer of Confession and Words of Assurance  

PASTOR: Your ways are not our ways, Holy One.  

ALL: Our ways lead us to desire material gain and social standing. 

PASTOR: Your ways remind us that our greatest strength comes from love. 

ALL: Our ways ask, who is the greatest sinner?  Who deserves more good? 

PASTOR: Your ways call us to recognize all brokenness and strive to heal it. 

ALL: Our ways claim that your love is evident by our wealth and privilege. 

PASTOR: Your ways reveal that your love is true for all humanity and in all creation.  

ALL: Our ways are often a struggle for control and certainty — unwilling to 
risk our comforts and safety. 

PASTOR: Your ways are an invitation to let go, a challenge to repent and be willing to 
risk suffering.  

ALL: Our ways, we see more clearly now, are not your ways.  Forgive us, we 
pray.  And help us to find Your way, as we journey together this road 
tread by Jesus himself, our savior and guide.  Lead us, we pray.  Amen. 

PASTOR: People of God, let us allow our thirst for forgiveness to lead us to God’s 
loving grace.  Be assured, children of God, that we are offered forgiveness 
in abundance.  Amen.  

ALL: Amen. 
 

Prayers of the People, Answered Prayers and the Lord’s Prayer #895 (red)  

PASTOR: We thank you that you call us to crave the freedom of prisoners, the health 
of the sick, the welcome of the stranger, and the joy of the downhearted. 

ALL: We pray Lord, that you bless each of these with their heart’s desire. 

PASTOR: We thank you for our desire to help bring about the greening of our planet, 
the protection of our children, and the safety of all people in a dangerous 
and fragile world. 

ALL: We pray Lord, that you guide us and all your people to work towards 
that end. 

PASTOR: And we thank you that you use our broken-heartedness to lead us to under-
stand the great powers of kindness, compassion, and humor toward sharing 
these gifts wherever they are needed. 


