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Order of Worship 
March 14, 2021 

 
Prelude  “Grace Alone” — arr. Mark Hayes 
 
Welcome (Julie) 
 
Call to Worship (Joseph)  

PASTOR: Come, all who are weary and heavy-laden  

ALL: for God promises the gift of rest and renewal.  

PASTOR: Come all who are weighed down by sin, and regrets, and fears 

ALL: for God promises the gift of hope and new possibilities.  

PASTOR: Let us worship God in this hour, that we may follow Christ in all our hours. 
 
Opening Prayer (Joseph)  

PASTOR: Give us wisdom to receive what the world cannot give — oneness with you.  Help us to under-
stand that our life with you does not depend on our ability to be perfect, but on the life, death and 
raising of Jesus.  Give us the assurance that the lives we lead need not be lives mired in despair, 
but rather lives of praise and thanks for your presence in whatever circumstances we encounter. 

ALL: Make our words and deeds, as individuals and as a community, serve as a sign and witness 
of your love for this world and all within it.  Send us out empowered by your Spirit, that 
what we speak and sing in worship may be reflected in how we live toward others and to-
ward you.  In Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

 

Hymn #384 (red, vs. 1-2) “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” 

Love divine, all loves excelling, joy of heaven, to earth come down; 
fix in us thy humble dwelling; all thy faithful mercies crown! 

Jesus thou art all compassion, pure, unbounded love thou art; 
visit us with thy salvation; enter every trembling heart. 

 

2. Breathe, O breathe thy loving Spirit into every troubled breast! 

Let us all in thee inherit; let us find that second rest.  
Take away our bent to sinning; Alpha and Omega be; 
end of faith, as its beginning, set our hearts at liberty. 

 
WORDS:  Charles Wesley, 1747 

MUSIC:  John Zundel, 1870 
 
Prayer of Confession and Words of Affirmation (John)  

ALL: Patient and loving God, you have promised to never leave or forsake us.  You have given us 
the gift of your presence in this time and beyond time.  Forgive us for the ways and times in 
which we sacrifice our trust in you for easy answers or quick fixes, that ultimately neither fix 
nor answer anything.  Gracious God, help us see beyond the things that are transient and 
focus on things that are grounded in you.  Amen. 

PASTOR: God sent his Son Jesus not to condemn, but to offer saving grace.  Come to the light.  Let its 
warmth melt away our resistance to God’s truth.  We are recreated in Jesus Christ that we may do 
the good that God intends and make that goodness our way of life.  Praise God for his forgiveness 
and love.  Amen. 

ALL: Amen.  
 



Prayers of the People, Answered Prayers and Lord’s Prayer #895 (red) (John) 

PASTOR: Compassionate God, in your compassion for your people we know that there is no pain that you 
have not felt, no grief or longing that we cannot share with you.  With the confidence of your ca-
maraderie, we pray to you for all who through sickness have long days and lonely nights, the un-
met dreams, the cries in the wilderness, and the inconsolable pain.  Through your mercy may they 
experience relief from their suffering.  Loving God, 

ALL: hear our prayer. 

PASTOR: Loving God, we pray to you for those who in this season of pandemic or at any time could only 
say half goodbyes to their near and dear ones, who experience the relationships without resolve, 
the truths left unsaid, the sighs and tears that words cannot express.  May they find consolation 
and peace in their faith in you.  Loving God, 

ALL: hear our prayer.  

PASTOR: Lord God, we pray for those who are and who feel alone.  God, remind them of your presence.  
And to those who are and who feel broken, remind them of all that you have made whole.   

 Loving God, 

ALL: hear our prayer. 

PASTOR: Creator God, we pray for those who are on our church’s prayer list and those who have personally 
asked us for prayers.  We also pray for the abundance of joy and many more healthy years to come 
for those who celebrate their birthday or wedding anniversary today or in the week to come.   

 Loving God, 

ALL: hear our prayer.  

PASTOR: Help us, God, to hold on to our faith in you.  Hear these and all our prayers, in Jesus’ name, we 
pray, using the words that he taught: 

ALL: Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

 

Hymn #365 (red, vs. 1, 4) “Grace Greater than Our Sin” 

Marvelous grace of our loving Lord, grace that exceeds our sin and our guilt!  
Yonder on Calvary's mount outpoured, there where the blood of the Lamb was spilt.  

Grace, grace, God's grace, grace that will pardon and cleanse within;  
grace, grace, God's grace, grace that is greater than all our sin! 

 
4. Marvelous, infinite, matchless grace, freely bestowed on all who believe!  
You that are longing to see his face, will you this moment his grace receive?  

Grace, grace, God's grace, grace that will pardon and cleanse within;  
grace, grace, God's grace, grace that is greater than all our sin! 

 

WORDS: Julia H. Johnston, 1911 

MUSIC: Daniel B. Towner, 1910  

 
God’s Word Proclaimed (John) Ephesians 2:1-10 

 
Good News for Kids (Joseph) 
 
Sermon (Joseph) “What a gift!” 

1. Martin Luther’s frustration over his sinfulness and of being saved 
2. Saved by grace — what is grace? 
3. Saved through faith 
4. Created for good works 
Reflection questions: 

a. Spiritually, do you feel more dead or alive now? 
b. What has God prepared for you to BE and to DO? 

 



Prayer of Dedication (Joseph) 
Gracious God, you are the giver of all good gifts.  And what gifts they are!  We will never cease to thank 
you for life eternal that you have granted us through our faith in Jesus.  Open our hearts to respond to your 
grace with generosity and graciousness ourselves.  We choose to give, as a way of giving thanks for the 
gifts that we have received.  Bless these gifts and send them into the world as embodiments of your love 
and grace brought to all in Jesus Christ.  Amen. 
 

Hymn #273 (red) “Jesus’ Hands Were Kind Hands” 

Jesus’ hands were kind hands, doing good to all, 
healing pain and sickness, blessing children small, 

washing tired feet, and saving those who fall; 
Jesus’ hands were kind hands, doing good to all. 

 

2. Take my hands, Lord Jesus, let them work for you; 
make them strong and gentle, kind in all I do. 
Let me watch you, Jesus, till I’m gentle too, 

till my hands are kind hands, quick to work for you. 
 

WORDS:  Margaret Cropper, 1975; © 1979 Stainer & Bell, Ltd. and Methodist Church Division of Education and Youth; 
MUSIC:  Old French melody; harm. by Carlton R. Young, 1988; © 1989 The United Methodist Publishing House 

 
Prayer for Coronavirus Victims and Those Attending Them (John)  
 
Commissioning and Blessing (John)  

PASTOR: Let everyone see the gift of faith and grace that you have received. 

ALL: Let those whom God has redeemed give thanks to God. 

PASTOR: God offers to all the gift of eternal life, beginning now. 

ALL: By grace, we have been saved through faith.  We will share this good news by doing good. 

PASTOR: As we go, may the grace of God, the love of Jesus, and the abiding presence of the Holy Spirit, be 
with us all.  Amen. 

ALL: Amen.  Amen. 
 

Postlude  “There Is a Redeemer” — arr. Mark Hayes 



Announcements 
…………………………….. 

Today, March 14, 2021 Daylight Saving Time Begins 
9a Children’s Sunday School — zoom 

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88069175128?pwd=Sm85R3VWMlhVY0c5c3BoSkRBNUhuUT09 
Meeting ID: 880 6917 5128 
Passcode: 991876 
One tap mobile 
+16699006833,,88069175128#,,,,,,0#,,991876# US (San Jose) 
Dial by your location 
        +1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose) 
Meeting ID: 880 6917 5128 
Passcode: 991876 
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/keeyuVYaqo  

9:30 a.m. Online Worship on www.aldersgatelinc.org or our Facebook page   Limit of 10 in attendance.   
9:40a Youth Sunday School — zoom (same link as the Children’s Sunday School) 
11:00 a.m. Worship Watch Party — Fireside Room, Legacy Estates 
1:00 p.m. Virtual Coffee “hour” — zoom 

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/812243946?pwd=clRSQUlOZjYrQjIyZHk0aTZvQzFMQT09 
Meeting ID: 812 243 946 
Password: 021075 
One tap mobile  +12532158782,,812243946#,,1#,021075# US (Tacoma) 
Dial by your location        +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 
Meeting ID: 812 243 946 
Password: 021075 
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kcFkfw3laD 

1:30 p.m. A.R.M. Youth Group — zoom 
 

Monday  
4:00 p.m. Serving/Fellowshipping Key Result Team — zoom 
7:00 p.m. Church Council — zoom 

 
Tuesday 

7:00 p.m. Book Club The Book of Longings: A Novel by Sue Monk Kidd — zoom 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86798461367?pwd=OGE4dkpkSGlEOFY3SUViaU5tekYyUT09 
Meeting ID: 867 9846 1367 
Passcode: 923795 
One tap mobile 
+13462487799,,86798461367#,,,,,,0#,,923795# US (Houston) 
Dial by your location 
        +1 346 248 7799 US (Houston) 
Meeting ID: 867 9846 1367 
Passcode: 923795 
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/khY9WYpUm 

 
Wednesday St. Patrick’s Day 

6:00 p.m. On Fire: Mayor Leirion Gaylor Baird & Miki Esposito — First Plymouth zoom 
 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88069175128?pwd=Sm85R3VWMlhVY0c5c3BoSkRBNUhuUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/u/keeyuVYaqo
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/812243946?pwd=clRSQUlOZjYrQjIyZHk0aTZvQzFMQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kcFkfw3laD
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86798461367?pwd=OGE4dkpkSGlEOFY3SUViaU5tekYyUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/u/khY9WYpUm


Thursdays 
9:00 a.m. Take Off Pounds Sensibly — Sunshine Room 
2:30 p.m. Connected & Caring Prayer Meeting — zoom 

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81488353446pwd=YVRqT1Z3NncvSWFmekNIT3dWZFpidz09 
Meeting ID: 814 8835 3446 
Passcode: 848320 
Dial by your location        +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 
Meeting ID: 814 8835 3446 
Passcode: 848320 
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kbE5F9y7tN 

 
Fridays 

8:30 a.m. Take Off Pounds Sensibly — Sunshine Room 
 
Next Sunday, March 21 Daylight Saving Time Begins 

9a Children’s Sunday School — zoom 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88069175128?pwd=Sm85R3VWMlhVY0c5c3BoSkRBNUhuUT09 
Meeting ID: 880 6917 5128 
Passcode: 991876 
One tap mobile 
+16699006833,,88069175128#,,,,,,0#,,991876# US (San Jose) 
Dial by your location 
        +1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose) 
Meeting ID: 880 6917 5128 
Passcode: 991876 
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/keeyuVYaqo  

9:30 a.m. Online Worship on www.aldersgatelinc.org or our Facebook page   Limit of 10 in attendance.   
9:40a Youth Sunday School — zoom (same link as the Children’s Sunday School) 
11:00 a.m. Worship Watch Party — Fireside Room, Legacy Estates 
1:00 p.m. Virtual Coffee “hour” — zoom 

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/812243946?pwd=clRSQUlOZjYrQjIyZHk0aTZvQzFMQT09 
Meeting ID: 812 243 946 
Password: 021075 
One tap mobile  +12532158782,,812243946#,,1#,021075# US (Tacoma) 
Dial by your location        +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 
Meeting ID: 812 243 946 
Password: 021075 
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kcFkfw3laD 

1:30 p.m. A.R.M. Youth Group — zoom 
 
Wednesday, March 24 

6:00 p.m. Climate Care Discussion — zoom 
 

April 4 Easter 
 

Tuesday, April 6 
8 a.m. ‒ 8 p.m. Election Day — Fellowship Hall 

 
Wednesday, April 7 

1:30 p.m. Book Club Stella Bain by Anita Shreve — zoom 
 

Tuesday, April 20 
7:00 p.m. Book Club The Mothers: A Novel by Brit Bennett — zoom 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81488353446pwd=YVRqT1Z3NncvSWFmekNIT3dWZFpidz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kbE5F9y7tN
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88069175128?pwd=Sm85R3VWMlhVY0c5c3BoSkRBNUhuUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/u/keeyuVYaqo
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/812243946?pwd=clRSQUlOZjYrQjIyZHk0aTZvQzFMQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kcFkfw3laD

