
Gospel Reading  Luke 6:17-26 
 

A Way of Blessing 
 
Sermon “Where Do We Fit In?”  

 

Offertory (8:30)  “Living for Jesus” — John Turner 

 (11) “Andante Maestoso” — arr. Benton Price 

*Offertory Hymn #94 (red) “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 
 
Prayer of Dedication of Gifts and Self  

ALL: Thank you, God, for the consolation you offer, the hunger you satisfy, and 
the healing you provide in those who respond to your love.  You have 
touched our lives in ways that make us rich.  Now use what we have 
shared to provide fulfillment in other lives, among our neighbors, near 
and far.  Enlist our best efforts in the extension of your realm, that our 
offering of ourselves may bear fruit daily.  In Jesus’ name we ask.  Amen. 

 

*Hymn #2226 (black) “Bind Us Together” 
 
*Prayer for the Unity of the Church 

ALL: O God, source of unity and love, we pray for the Church throughout the 
world.  Sanctify its life, renew its worship, empower its witness, restore its 
unity.  Removes from your people all pride and every prejudice that dulls 
their will for unity.  Strengthen the work of all those who strive to seek 
that common obedience that will bind us together.  Heal the divisions 
which separate your children from one another, and guide those working 
toward it that your Church may keep the unity of the spirit in the bond of 
peace.  In Jesus’ holy name we ask.  Amen. 

 
*Commissioning and Blessing  

PASTOR: Go forth into a parched, needy world to share the water of life with others. 

ALL: We go out with renewed faith and hope in Christ.   
 We seek to bear fruit in all we say and do. 

PASTOR: Let us live in the full expression of what it means to be blessed  
 and to be a blessing to others.  Amen. 
 

*Postlude (8:30) “Bind Us Together” — arr. Mark Hayes 

 (11) “Blessed Assurance” — arr. Mark Hayes 

(Please help the ushers by putting the hymnals back on the chairs.) 

Child care is available in the nursery for ages 0-5. 
Children’s Bulletins and coloring materials are available at the back of the Sanctuary. 
Signing and Sound Assisting Devices are available.  Please ask an usher for assistance. 

Large print bulletins and hymnals are available at the back of the Sanctuary. 
Prayer request cards may be found at the entry. 

Worshippers are welcomed to use their own terminology for God. 
If you are considering membership, please contact our pastor, 489-1510. 

Coffee, cookies and fellowship are available in Fellowship Hall between services. 

February 17, 2019 
Pantry Sunday 

Aldersgate 
United  
Methodist 
Church 
 

8:30 a.m. Service 
Usher: Gaylene Nutzman 
Lector: Carol Clymer 
Projector:  Bill Nelson 
 

11:00 a.m. Service 
Greeters: Archie & Gail Devore 
Ushers: Carole DeMoss and Ruby Minert 
Lector: Rod Moore 



Order of Worship 
February 17, 2019 

*Please stand as you are able and respond by reading the bold print.. 
† Lector’s part 

 

Welcome and Announcements † (Welcome everyone, especially our guests.) 
(Please sign an attendance register as they are passed.) 

 

Music for Centering Prayer (8:30) “Rock of Ages” — arr. Donna J. Krieger 

 (11)  “Softly and Tenderly” — arr. Mark Hayes 
  

Call to Worship †  
LECTOR: Blessed are those who trust in God. 

ALL: Plant us like a tree by the water.  Send our roots toward the stream.  
Bear fruit in all we do, and make our leaves evergreen. 

LECTOR: Delight in God, meditate on God’s word day and night. 

ALL: We praise God’s holy name now and always. 

LECTOR: Come, let us worship. 
 

Opening Prayer † 
ALL: Come, Holy God, to search our minds and try our hearts.  Grant us in this 

hour wise counsel and clear direction.  Touch us, teach us, hear us, heal 
us.  Send your Spirit to walk with us, as Christ walked with the disciples 
long ago, that your kingdom may become for us a present reality as well 
as a future hope.  Grant us living water to quench our thirst and sound 
preaching to feed our hunger.  Connect us to each other and to you, so 
that we may bless this world without end.  In the name of Jesus, we ask.  
Amen. 

 

Hymn #2233 (black, 11) “Where Children Belong” 

Good News for Kids (11) Jim Miller 
 

Special Music (11) “ ’Tis Winter Now” — Aldersgate Choir 
 
Prayer of Confession and Words of Assurance 

ALL: Sovereign God, we confess that we have chased after wealth and tem-
poral security while neglecting matters of the spirit.  We put our trust 
in things and in sinners’ empty promises.  We even deceive ourselves, 
shaping our words and actions to please the crowd.  You know our in-

nermost being — the good and the bad, the joyful and the sad.  Our 
hearts are devious above all else.  We do what we hate, and we often 
hate what we do.  Only you can understand us fully.  Only you will 
love us still. 

PASTOR: The healing Jesus offered to disciples long ago is available to us.  They 
learned to care for others without first measuring the benefits to them-
selves; so have we.  God’s trust is in you.  God is worthy of your trust.  
You are the tree God plants next to the stream.  Send out your roots and 
drink of the living water that God has provided.  Amen. 

 

*Hymn #400 (red) “Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing” 
 

Prayers of the People, Answered Prayers and the Lord’s Prayer #895 (red)  

PASTOR: O Creator, give us life that we may create and not destroy.  Heal our hearts, 
O Christ, that we may heal those who are in need.  Bless our spirits, O Ho-
ly Spirit, that we may be a blessing.  We remember those who have asked 
us to pray for them.  For the poor and the outcast, 

ALL: teach us your divine hospitality. 

PASTOR: For the hungry, the homeless, and the destitute, 

ALL: show us how to fill all in need. 

PASTOR: For the weeping, 

ALL: give us laughter to share. 

PASTOR: For the despised, 

ALL: bring us acceptance. 

PASTOR: For the rich, 

ALL: reveal the true consolation of sharing. 

PASTOR: For the satisfied, 

ALL: spark desire for the company and well-being of others. 

PASTOR: For the happy, 

ALL: let them not fear loss. 

PASTOR: For the celebrated and revered, 

ALL: give them the grace of humility. 

PASTOR: What other prayer needs would you like to add?  Creator God, 

ALL: hear our prayer.  Our Father, who art in heaven. . .  
 

God’s Word Proclaimed † Jeremiah 17:5-13 

LECTOR: Your word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path. Psalm 119:105 
ALL: Amen. 

 

Hymn #129 (red) “Give to the Winds Thy Fears” 
 


