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Order of Worship 
February 14, 2021 

 
Prelude  “Hymns of Love” — medley 
 
Welcome (Julie) 
 
Call to Worship (John)  

We come to this place expecting God to meet us, to remind us of God’s enduring presence – with us and 
within us. Let’s take a moment to acknowledge God and the desire to worship within each person here.  
Come, let us worship.  

 

Opening Prayer (John) based on Psalm 50:1-6 
(Invite the gathered community to close their eyes and imagine what it looks like or feels like when you cannot keep 
yourself from running toward someone you deeply love and greatly desire to be with. After a time of silent reflection, 
offer this opening prayer:) 
God of fire and rain, you call us to you. You call on the soil beneath our feet, and it rises; you pull on our 
heartstrings, and our breathing quickens at the sound of your voice. Draw us near your merciful justice; we 
ache to be comforted by your presence. Open our eyes, our minds, and our hearts so we will be receptive 
to your teaching and responsive to your life-changing love. Amen.  
 

Hymn #384 (red, vs. 1, 3) “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” 

Love divine, all loves excelling, joy of heaven, to earth come down; 
Fix in us thy humble dwelling; all thy faithful mercies crown! 

Jesus thou art all compassion, pure, unbounded love thou art; 
Visit us with thy salvation; enter every trembling heart. 

  
Come, Almighty to deliver, let us all thy life receive; 

Suddenly return and never, nevermore thy temples leave. 
Thee we would be always blessing, serve thee as thy hosts above, 

Pray and praise thee without ceasing, glory in thy perfect love. 
  

WORDS: Charles Wesley, 1747 / MUSIC:  John Zundel, 1870 

 
Prayer of Confession and Words of Affirmation (Joseph) 

Holy God, we confess that we make false gods of this world. We are eager to find hope in where we put 
our progress. We are quick to find our faith in systems that ensure our entitlement. We are tempted to find 
your sovereignty in situations we can control ourselves. Help us not to proclaim ourselves but to proclaim 
the light of the gospel and the glory of Christ. May Christ’s light shine in our hearts and into the world. 
Amen. 
God’s light shines in your hearts and through you. In the face of Jesus the Christ, God’s glory and grace 
are revealed and accessible to you. 

 

Prayers of the People, Answered Prayers and Lord’s Prayer #895 (red) (Joseph) 

PASTOR: In the shadows of this world, working for a politic of justice; in the hunger of your people, speak-
ing out for trade rules that are fair.  

ALL: May we be people of the transfiguration.  

PASTOR: In the conflict of the world, living lives of peace; in the prejudice of our traditions, speaking words 
of inclusion and acceptance.  

ALL: May we be people of the transfiguration.  

PASTOR: In the grieving of your people, being the presence of hope; in the propaganda of the nations, being 
the way of truth.  



ALL: May we be people of the transfiguration.  

PASTOR: In the living of the faith, being the community of love; in the needs of your people, being the 
hands of heaven.  

ALL: May we be people of the transfiguration.  

PASTOR: In the bad news of the papers, being the good news of God; in the ordinariness of the world, being 
the presence of your glory.  

ALL: May we be people of the transfiguration.  

PASTOR: We wrap our prayers in the prayer that Jesus taught his disciples: 

ALL: Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

 

Hymn #206 (red, vs. 1-2) “I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light” 

 I want to walk as a child of the light.  I want to follow Jesus 
God sent the stars to give light to the world.  The star of my life is Jesus 

 CHORUS:  In Him, there is no darkness at all 
The night and the day are both alike 

The Lamb is the light of the city of God.  Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus 
  

I want to see the brightness of God.  I want to look at Jesus 
Clear sun of righteousness, shine on my path, and show me the way to the Father 

 In Him, there is no darkness at all 
The night and the day are both alike 

The Lamb is the light of the city of God.  Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus 
 

WORDS & MUSIC: Kathleen Thomerson, 1966; © 1970, 1975 Celebration 

 
God’s Word Paraphrased (Joseph) Mark 9:2-9 

A Mountaintop Experience   
It was an early spring morning. The fields were covered with wildflowers when Jesus asked James, 

John, and Peter to join him on a walk up the mountainside. As they climbed higher and higher, the Sea of 
Galilee below looked like a shimmering piece of glass. By the time they reached the top, they were ready 
for a rest. James, John, and Peter settled on some rocky ground in the shade of some trees. Half asleep, 
they noticed Jesus heading off to a place not far away.  

Jesus raised his arms and began to pray. Suddenly, before their eyes, Jesus’ appearance changed. The 
three friends squinted and felt quite dizzy at the sight. Jesus’ face shone brightly like the midday sun, and 
his clothes turned a dazzling white. Then two other shining figures (it looked like Moses and Elijah) ap-
peared and began talking with Jesus. “Jesus, what should we do?” exclaimed Peter in terror. “It is good 
that we are here. Perhaps we should make three shelters: one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” 
But as Peter was speaking, a misty cloud rolled over the mountain and came down upon them, and the rest 
of the words on Peter’s lips failed him. From somewhere inside the cloud, they heard a voice saying, “This 
is my beloved Son. Listen to him.”  

Peter collapsed on the ground and lay trembling. James and John fell down on either side of him. They 
were all terrified. Slowly the cloud lifted. Timidly, they looked up but saw only Jesus standing before 
them. Jesus called each of them by name, gently touched them on the shoulders, and told them not to be 
afraid.  

As the sun set, and they descended the mountain, Jesus warned them not to tell anyone what they had 
seen, or what they had heard. And for the rest of their journey down the mountain, James, John, and Peter 
puzzled over what this could mean. 
 

Good News for Kids (Joseph) 
 
Sermon (Pam) “Transfiguring Love” 
 



Prayer of Dedication (Pam) 
God of glory, it is good for us to be in this place, to find the shelter of each other, to mark the occasion of 
your presence among us, to know that we are full of hope and aching with desire for you to stay with us, 
comfort us and provide the wisdom we need. In this, we offer ourselves fully. We offer our time, talent, 
and treasure. We offer one another the best of what we have to give, and know that you will know just how 
to use it all for your glory. Amen. 
 

Hymn #2173 (black, vs. 1, 3) “Shine, Jesus, Shine” 

Shine, Jesus, shine, fill this land with the Father's glory 
Blaze, Spirit, blaze, set our hearts on fire 

Flow, river, flow, flood the nations with grace and mercy 
Send forth your word, Lord, and let there be light. 

Lord, the light of your love is shining 
In the midst of the darkness, shining 

Jesus, Light of the world, shine upon us 
Set us free by the truth you now bring us.  Shine on me, shine on me 

  
Shine, Jesus, shine, fill this land with the Father's glory 

Blaze, Spirit, blaze, set our hearts on fire 
Flow, river, flow, flood the nations with grace and mercy 

Send forth your word, Lord, and let there be light. 
As we gaze on your kingly brightness 

So our faces display your likeness; ever changing from glory to glory 
Mirrored here may our lives tell your story.  Shine on me, shine on me 

  
Shine, Jesus, shine, fill this land with the Father's glory 

Blaze, Spirit, blaze, set our hearts on fire 
Flow, river, flow, flood the nations with grace and mercy 

Send forth your word, Lord, and let there be light. 
 

WORDS & MUSIC: © Graham Kendrick, 1987;  
arr. by Jack Schrader, adapt. © 1998 Make Way Music, admin. by Music Services in the Western Hemisphere 

 
Prayer for Coronavirus Victims and Those Attending Them (John) Psalm 91:1-12 
 
Commissioning and Blessing (John)  

PASTOR: And now we share in a common practice of blessing one another. We will repeat it two times.   
 We may fail; God does not. We may end; God does not. Bless and be blessed.   

ALL: We may fail; God does not. We may end; God does not. Bless and be blessed.   
 Amen. 
 

Postlude  “This Little Light of Mine” — traditional  



Announcements 
Ash Wednesday 

 
What is Ash Wednesday about? Lent is the 40 days beginning with Ash Wednesday and culminating with 

Easter. On Ash Wednesday, as a sign of repentance and humility and to remind ourselves of our mortality, we 
receive Ashes.  

 
In Genesis, the first book of the Bible, we read that God formed human beings out of the dust of the earth 

(Genesis 2:7). The Hebrew word translated “dust” is occasionally translated “ashes” elsewhere. 
 
When Abraham felt the need to acknowledge the difference between him, a human being, and the infinite 

God, he referred to himself as dust and ashes. “Let me take it upon myself to speak to the Lord,” he said, “I, 
who am but dust and ashes.” (Genesis 18:27) 

 
This year we are going to use both dust and ashes to mark ourselves with the sign of the cross. You may 

pick up a package of soil from the church. Or as you watch the Ash Wednesday service, we ask you to use/
hold some soil in your hand from a flower pot to remind yourself of your humanity. Afterward put this dust in 
a bowl and place it in a visible place throughout the season of Lent as a reminder of who you are and who God 
is. You may also put in it a seed of some kind. Then tend it during Lent. The growing of the seed will be a re-
minder to us of the new life that comes through dying with Christ and through his Resurrection at Easter. If 
you could take a picture or two of the pot before and as the seed grows, please send them to us to use at Easter.  

 
You may see the Ash Wednesday service online at www.aldersgatelinc.org or on Facebook/AldersgateLinc 

at 6:00 p.m. Wednesday, February 17.  This may also be viewed afterward at your convenience. 
 
Let us observe the Lent season; by self-examination and repentance; by prayer, fasting, and self-denial; and 

by reading and meditating on God’s Holy Word. 
 

Lenten Study 
 

Finding Peace in an Anxious World 
9:30 a.m. Saturdays, February 20 ‒ March 13 

Zoom  
 

Finding Peace in an Anxious World uses the book of Proverbs and “The Serenity Prayer” as a guide to 
help Christians find their way through anxiety, worry, and fear and move towards God’s peace that surpasses 
all understanding. Using “The Serenity Prayer” as a scaffold, Finding Peace in an Anxious World explores 
ways to discover peace through scriptural and spiritual disciplines so that we can be rooted in God and ener-
gized to live fully as disciples of Christ. 

 
The four lessons each focus on different aspects of the prayer—serenity, acceptance, courage, and wis-

dom—and each concludes with a spiritual practice to help further develop the featured characteristic in your 
life.  

 
The class is a 2020 and 2021 UMW Mission u course which is being offered to all who are interested. It 

will be taught by Kathy Dombrowski and Sheila Kellenbarger.  
 
We are tentatively planning to offer the class via Zoom on four Saturdays at 9:30 am starting February 20. 

We plan to record the class and post it on the congregation’s website for later viewing. There will be a presen-
tation and discussion on Zoom.  If there is enough interest an additional discussion class may be offered.  

 
If you are interested please contact the Church Office or Kathy Dombrowski at kdombr@aol.com. We’ll 

need to order some materials so a timely response is appreciated. 

http://www.aldersgatelinc.org
mailto:kdombr@aol.com


Today, February 14, 2021 Valentine’s Day 
9:40 a.m. Youth Sunday School “God Loves You”— zoom 

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88069175128?pwd=Sm85R3VWMlhVY0c5c3BoSkRBNUhuUT09 
Meeting ID: 880 6917 5128 
Passcode: 991876 
One tap mobile 
+16699006833,,88069175128#,,,,,,0#,,991876# US (San Jose) 
Dial by your location 
        +1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose) 
Meeting ID: 880 6917 5128 
Passcode: 991876 
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/keeyuVYaqo 

11:00 a.m. Worship Watch Party — Fireside Room, Legacy Estates 
1:00 p.m. Topic: Aldersgate UMC  Virtual Coffee “hour” 

To have both audio and video, you’ll need a web camera and a microphone with your computer, 
tablet or cell phone.  If you use a headset or ear buds with a microphone, it will help with the 
feedback during our chat. 

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/812243946?pwd=clRSQUlOZjYrQjIyZHk0aTZvQzFMQT09 
Meeting ID: 812 243 946 
Password: 021075 
One tap mobile  +12532158782,,812243946#,,1#,021075# US (Tacoma) 
Dial by your location        +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 
Meeting ID: 812 243 946 
Password: 021075 
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kcFkfw3laD 

1:00 p.m. A.R.M. Youth Group — zoom 
 

Monday, February 15 President’s Day 
Office is closed. 
7:00 p.m. Church Council — zoom 

 
Tuesday 

7:00 p.m. Book Club This Tender Land: A Novel by William Kent Krueger — zoom 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86798461367?pwd=OGE4dkpkSGlEOFY3SUViaU5tekYyUT09 
Meeting ID: 867 9846 1367 
Passcode: 923795 
One tap mobile 
+13462487799,,86798461367#,,,,,,0#,,923795# US (Houston) 
Dial by your location 
        +1 346 248 7799 US (Houston) 
Meeting ID: 867 9846 1367 
Passcode: 923795 
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/khY9WYpUm 

 
Wednesday Ash Wednesday 

9:30 a.m. ‒ 3 p.m.  Drive-thru Ashes — Parking Lot 
6:00 p.m. Ash Wednesday message on www.aldersgatelinc.org or the AldersgateLinc Facebook page 

 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88069175128?pwd=Sm85R3VWMlhVY0c5c3BoSkRBNUhuUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/u/keeyuVYaqo
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/812243946?pwd=clRSQUlOZjYrQjIyZHk0aTZvQzFMQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kcFkfw3laD
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86798461367?pwd=OGE4dkpkSGlEOFY3SUViaU5tekYyUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/u/khY9WYpUm
http://www.aldersgatelinc.org


Thursdays 
9:00 a.m. Take Off Pounds Sensibly — Sunshine Room 
2:30 p.m. Connected & Caring Prayer Meeting — zoom 

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81488353446pwd=YVRqT1Z3NncvSWFmekNIT3dWZFpidz09 
Meeting ID: 814 8835 3446 
Passcode: 848320 
Dial by your location        +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 
Meeting ID: 814 8835 3446 
Passcode: 848320 
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kbE5F9y7tN 

 
Fridays 

8:30 a.m. Take Off Pounds Sensibly weigh-in — Sunshine Room 
 
Saturday, February 20 

9:30 a.m.  Lenten Study Finding Peace in an Anxious World — zoom 
 

Next Sunday, February 21  
9:00 a.m. Children’s Sunday School — zoom 

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88069175128?pwd=Sm85R3VWMlhVY0c5c3BoSkRBNUhuUT09 
Meeting ID: 880 6917 5128 
Passcode: 991876 
One tap mobile 
+16699006833,,88069175128#,,,,,,0#,,991876# US (San Jose) 
Dial by your location        +1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose) 
Meeting ID: 880 6917 5128 
Passcode: 991876 
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/keeyuVYaqo 

9:30 a.m. Online Worship on www.aldersgatelinc.org or our Facebook page   Limit of 10 in attendance. 
9:40 a.m. Youth Sunday School — zoom (same link as Children’s Sunday School) 
11:00 a.m. Worship Watch Party — Fireside Room, Legacy Estates 
1:00 p.m. Virtual Coffee “hour” — zoom 

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/812243946?pwd=clRSQUlOZjYrQjIyZHk0aTZvQzFMQT09 
Meeting ID: 812 243 946 
Password: 021075 
One tap mobile  +12532158782,,812243946#,,1#,021075# US (Tacoma) 
Dial by your location        +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 
Meeting ID: 812 243 946 
Password: 021075 
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kcFkfw3laD 

1:00 p.m. A.R.M. Youth Group — zoom 
 

Next Monday, February 22 
7:00 p.m. Worship Planning Team — zoom 
 

Wednesday, February 24 
6:00 p.m. On Fire: Rev. Dr. Brooks Berndt — First Plymouth zoom 

 
Saturday, February 27 

8 a.m. ‒ 4:30 p.m. Life Line Screening — Fellowship Hall 
9:30 a.m. Lenten Study Finding Peace in an Anxious World — zoom 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81488353446pwd=YVRqT1Z3NncvSWFmekNIT3dWZFpidz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kbE5F9y7tN
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88069175128?pwd=Sm85R3VWMlhVY0c5c3BoSkRBNUhuUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/u/keeyuVYaqo
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/812243946?pwd=clRSQUlOZjYrQjIyZHk0aTZvQzFMQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kcFkfw3laD

