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December 18, 2022 

 
Greeting and Announcements (Joseph) 
 
Music for Centering Prayer  “The Coventry Carol” — Kara Steward 
 
Lighting the Advent Wreath (Felicia) 

Uncontainable, irrepressible, bubbling up in an explosion of energy.  What the weary long for, what chil-
dren often embody, what makes the Divine smile — joy.  It cannot be paid for, but is a priceless treasure.  
As we hope for your arrival, as we pray for peace, as we look for love, as we wonder how you might re-
veal yourself to us, God, give us joy in your Advent. 

 

Advent Hymn (to the tune of #2090, black) 

Light the Advent candle, four: think of joy forevermore; 
Let all heav’n and nature sing, of the birth of Christ the King. 

Candle, candle, burning bright, shining in the cold winter night; 
Candle, candle, burning bright, fill our hearts with joyous light. 

 
Based on WORDS and MUSIC: Mary Lu Walker  

 
Call to Worship (John) from pp. 22 & 23 of Responsive Prayers, Year A by David Sparks 

PASTOR: Loving God, this is a time of joy – joy as we come to worship, 

ALL: joy as we praise God with heart and mind and spirit. 

PASTOR: Joy as we come to worship, 

ALL: joy as we listen to the Word in Christian and Hebrew scriptures. 

PASTOR: Joy as we come to worship 

ALL: joy as we work out the Word day by day, situation by situation. 

PASTOR: Joy as we come to worship, 

ALL: joy as we meet our friends, as we make new friends. 

PASTOR: Joy as we come to worship, 

ALL: joy as we prepare for Jesus, joy as we follow the Jesus way. Amen 
  

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer #895 (red, John) 

PASTOR: Let us offer our prayers and thanksgivings to God either silently or aloud.  That we may seek 
Christ in the Scriptures and recognize him in the songs we sing, let us pray to the Lord. 

ALL: Lord, hear our prayer. 

PASTOR: We pray to God for the needs of the whole world, and all his people; for peace upon the earth he 
came to save; for love and unity within the one church he did build; for goodwill among all peo-
ples.  And particularly at this time, let us remember the poor, the cold, the hungry, the oppressed; 
the sick and those who mourn; the lonely and the unloved; the aged and the little children; and all 
who do not know the Lord Jesus or do not love. 

ALL: Lord, hear our prayer. 

PASTOR: That God may bless all those who are on our church’s prayer list and have personally asked us 
for prayer.  For them, let us pray to the Lord. 

ALL: Lord, hear our prayer. 

PASTOR: These prayers and praises let us humbly offer up to the throne of heaven, in the words that Christ 
himself has taught his disciples saying: 

ALL: Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come,  
 thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.   

 

https://news.woodlakebooks.com/t/r-l-tjtuajt-bttkuudidr-b/
https://news.woodlakebooks.com/t/r-l-tjtuajt-bttkuudidr-n/


 And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.   
 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom,  
 and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen.   

 

Lessons and Carols  
“Christmas Seekers” 

NARRATOR: “Ask, and it will be given you; seek and you will find; knock and it will be opened to you.  For eve-
ryone who asks receives, and everyone who seeks will find.” 

 Throughout the ages God has sent prophets, angels, and then finally, His Son to earth to confirm 
that he was, is, and will always be ready to receive us and bestow upon us his gifts of forgiveness, 
redemption, truth, wisdom and peace. 

 On Christmas, the night of the birth of God’s Son, all people were called to seek the child and 
through him, to seek the path to love and eternal life.  Now we come together to celebrate His birth 
and to rededicate ourselves by being Christmas seekers…seekers of Christ in all parts of our 
lives… oh, come, all ye faithful…”Seek, and you will find.” 

 

Hymn #234 (red, vs. 1, 3, 5) “O Come, All Ye Faithful” 

O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant, O come ye, O come ye, to Bethlehem.   
Come and behold him, born the King of angels;  

O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him,  
O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord.  

 
3. Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation; O sing, all ye citizens of heaven above!   

Glory to God, all glory in the highest; 
O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him, 

O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord. 
 

5.  Child, for us sinners poor and in the manger, 
we would embrace thee with love and awe. 

Who would not love thee, loving us so dearly? 
O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him, 

O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord. 
 

WORDS & MUSIC: John F. Wade, ca. 1743; 
trans. by Frederick Oakeley, 1841, harm. from Collections of Motetts or Antiphons, 1792 

 

NARRATOR: God had sent word through his prophets that those who despaired could expect the arrival of a 
savior.  This savior would lead the faithful out of darkness and on to a promised land where love 
and forgiveness would flourish.  Those who were seeking God’s presence on earth waited and 
watched for the savior to make his presence known. 

Isaiah 7:14 Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign: The virgin will conceive and give birth to a 
son, and will call him Immanuel. 

Isaiah 35:10 and those the Lord has rescued will return. 
They will enter Zion with singing; everlasting joy will crown their heads. 
Gladness and joy will overtake them, and sorrow and sighing will flee away. 

Isaiah 11:6 The wolf will live with the lamb, the leopard will lie down with the goat, 
the calf and the lion and the yearling together; and a little child will lead them. 

 
Hymn #210 (red, vs. 1-3) “All Earth Is Waiting” 

All earth is waiting to see the Promised One, 
and the open furrows, the sowing of the Lord.   

All the world, bound and struggling, seeks true liberty; 
it cries out for justice and searches for the truth. 

 



2. Thus says the prophet to those of Israel,  
“A virgin mother will bear Emmanuel,” 

for his name is “God with us,” our brother shall be, 
with him hope will blossom once more within our hearts. 

 
3.  Mountains and valleys will have to be made plain; 

open new highways, new highways for the Lord.   
He is now coming closer, so come all and see, 

and open the doorways as wide as wide can be. 
 

WORDS:  Catalonian text by Alberto Taulè, 1972; English trans. by Gertrude C. Suppe, 1987 
MUSIC:  Alberto Taulè, 1972; harm. by Skinner Chávez-Melo, 1988 

© 1972 Alberto Taulè; trans. © 1989 The United Methodist Publishing House; harm. © 1988 Skinner Chávez-Melo 

 
NARRATOR: No matter how many times we hear the story of Christ’s birth, we look forward to the retelling of 

the events of the moment.  First, there was an angel with an announcement.  Then, a census and 
shepherds…and a journey…a journey of hope for a frightened young virgin and a man named Jo-
seph. 

 The Salvation of the world entered quietly that night through a small, cramped stable…in the 
midst of the small and seemingly insignificant town of Bethlehem. 
But, here and now, we shout for joy and rejoice!  Make music all ye lands!  Arise, shine, for your 
Light has come!   The One you seek has come!  Joy to the earth…the Savior has come.   

 

Hymn #246 (red, vs. 1-4) “Joy to the World” 

Joy to the world, the Lord is come!  Let earth receive her King; 
let every heart prepare him room, and heaven and nature sing, 

and heaven and nature sing,  and heaven, and heaven, and nature sing. 
 

2.  Joy to the world, the Savior reigns!  Let all their songs employ; 
while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains repeat the sounding joy,  

Repeat the sounding joy, repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 
 

3. No more let sins and sorrows grow, nor thorns infest the ground;  
he comes to make his blessings flow far as the curse is found, 

far as the curse is found, far as, far as the curse is found.   
 

4. He rules the world with truth and grace, and makes the nations prove 
the glories of his righteousness, and wonders of his love, 

and wonders of his love, and wonders, wonders of his love. 
 

WORDS:  Isaac Watts, 1719 
MUSIC:  arr. from G. F. Handel, 1741 by Lowell Mason, 1848 

 

NARRATOR: In a very real sense, Mary and Joseph are here with us today, sitting there, and there, and over there.  
They are here because, in so many ways they are …like us.  Mary and Joseph could have been the 
nice family just down the street, doing what was necessary, expected to begin life together, obeying 
the laws of their time, and hoping that God was listening to their prayers. 
How did it happen that God chose them to be the instruments to present the greatest gift ever given 
to humankind?  We will never know the answer to that question, of course, but what is important to 
understand is that they accepted the presence and will of God in their personal lives.  Did they react 
with bewildered wonderment?  Probably.  Did they have questions and doubts?  Surely they did.  
Did they accept God’s will with determination and strength?  Their actions prove that they did.  



Mary and Joseph are here with us today because they were seekers of faith and strength, and in 
seeking God, they made him a part of their lives in a personal way. 

 
Hymn #215  “To a Maid Engaged to Joseph”  

To a maid engaged to Joseph, the angel Gabriel came. 
“Fear not,” the angel told her, “I come to bring good news, 
good news I come to tell you, good news, I say, good news. 

 
2.  “For you are highly favored by God the Lord of all, 

who even now is with you.  You are on earth most blest, 
you are most blest, most blessed, God chose you, you are blest!” 

 
3.  But Mary was most troubled to hear the angel’s word. 

What was the angel saying?  It troubled her to hear, 
to hear the angel’s message, it troubled her to hear. 

 
4.  “Fear not, for God is with you, and you shall bear a child. 
His name shall be called Jesus, God’s offspring from on high. 

And he shall reign forever, forever reign on high.”  
 

5.  “How shall this be?” said Mary, “I am not yet a wife.” 
The angel answered quickly, “The power of the Most High 
will come upon you shortly, your child will be God’s child.”  

 
6. As Mary heard the angel, she wondered at his words. 
“Behold, I am your hand-maid,” she said unto her God. 

“So be it; I am ready according to your word.” 
 

WORDS: Gracia Grindal, 1983 
MUSIC:  Rusty Edwards, 1983 © 1984 Hope Publishing Co.  

 

NARRATOR: The unsuspecting shepherds were charged to be seekers of Christ, “Be not afraid, for behold, I 
bring you good news of a great joy which will come to all the people.  For unto you is born this day 
in the city of David, a Savior who is Christ the Lord.” 
We all have voices inside us which whisper in our more quiet moments, “Come, seek the Lord.”  -
Voices which sometimes get lost in the noise of life around us.  It was quiet in the hills above Beth-
lehem that long-ago night, and we can picture the shepherds sitting near their small fire, lost in 
their own thoughts or sleeping, unaware that this was not just any night…this was the night of 
nights on earth.  The sounds and voices that the shepherds heard then were not quiet or whis-
pered…they were gloriously tumultuous, renting the sky with light and sound!  “And then, there 
was a multitude of angels singing, ‘Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among all with 
whom He is pleased.’”   

 

Hymn #238 (red) “Angels We Have Heard on High”  

Angels we have heard on high sweetly singing o’er the plains, 
and the mountains in reply echoing their joyous strains. 

Gloria, in excelsis Deo!  Gloria, in excelsis Deo! 
 

2. Shepherds, why this jubilee?  Why your joyous strains prolong? 
What the gladsome tidings be which inspire your heavenly song? 

Gloria, in excelsis Deo!  Gloria, in excelsis Deo!  
 



3.  Come to Bethlehem and see Christ whose birth the angels sing; 
come, adore on bended knee, Christ the Lord, the newborn King. 

Gloria, in excelsis Deo!  Gloria, in excelsis Deo! 
   

4.  See him in a manger laid, whom the choirs of angels praise; 
Mary, Joseph, lend your aid, while our hearts in love we raise. 

Gloria, in excelsis Deo!  Gloria, in excelsis Deo! 
 

WORDS:  Trad. French carol; trans. Crown of Jesus, 1862 
MUSIC:  French carol melody; arr. by Edward Shippen Barnes, 1937; harm. by Austin C. Lovelace, 1964; © 1964 Abingdon Press 

 
NARRATOR: And so, as the wonderful story told down through the ages tells us, the shepherds began to look for 

the child whose birth had been heralded by the angels.  Down from the dark hills they came, cau-
tiously yet hopefully, then perhaps joyously and happily, looking here and there, seeking the stable 
in which the Christ child had been born.  We can readily picture the timid yet excited shepherds 
knocking softly on the doorway that night, seeking entrance, seeking a glimpse of the Christ child, 
seeking the promised Savior. 

 

Hymn #237 (red, vs. 1-3) “Sing We Now of Christmas” 

Sing we now of Christmas, Noel, sing we here! 
Hear our grateful praises to the babe so dear.   

Sing we Noel, the King is born, Noel!   
Sing we now of Christmas, sing we now Noel! 

 
2. Angels called to shepherds, “Leave your flocks at rest, 

journey forth to Bethlehem, find the child so blest.” 
Sing we Noel, the King is born, Noel!   

Sing we now of Christmas, sing we now Noel! 
 

3. In Bethlehem they found him; Joseph and Mary mild,  
seated by the manger, watching the holy child. 

Sing we Noel, the King is born, Noel!   
Sing we now of Christmas, sing we now Noel! 

 
WORDS and MUSIC: Trad. French carol; harm. by Martin Shaw, 1928 (by permission of Oxford University Press) 

 

NARRATOR: We too are timid shepherds…we’ve been told that all we have to do is ask, knock, and seek…but 
we’re not quite sure how or where to find Christ in our everyday lives…so sometimes we hesitate.  
Today, we come to be reminded that just as the shepherds went looking for the Babe in the manger, 
knowing not where to look or what they’d find, so we are seekers of Christ this Christmas.  We’ve 
heard the good news, but we have to follow our own star, our own unique path to find Him. 

 

Hymn #230 (red) “O Little Town of Bethlehem” 

O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie; 
above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by.   

Yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting light; 
the hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight. 

 



2. For Christ is born of Mary, and gathered all above,  
while mortals sleep, the angels keep their watch of wondering love. 

O morning stars together, proclaim the holy birth, 
and praises sing to God the King, and peace to all on earth! 

 
3.  How silently, how silently, the wondrous gift is given; 

so God imparts to human hearts the blessings of his heaven. 
No ear may hear his coming, but in this world of sin, 

where meek souls will receive him, still the dear Christ enters in. 
 

4.  O holy Child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray; 
cast out our sin, and enter in, be born in us today. 

We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell; 
O come to us, abide with us, our Lord Emmanuel! 

 
WORDS:  Phillips Brooks, ca. 1868 

MUSIC:  Lewis H. Redner, 1868 

 

NARRATOR: Christmas is a time to come together and celebrate, singing carols of praise and rejoicing in God’s 
greatest gift to us.  God so loved the world He gave His only Son to bring us truth and grace - the 
gift for us to know Him in our daily lives.  Let us continue to seek him now and always, celebrating 
the joy of Christmas, the joy of a Savior, the joy of Christ in our lives every day. 

 
Hymn #249 (red) “There’s a Song in the Air” 

There's a song in the air!  There's a star in the sky! 
There's a mother's deep prayer and a baby's low cry! 

And the star rains its fire while the beautiful sing,  
for the manger of Bethlehem cradles a King! 

 
2. There's a tumult of joy o'er the wonderful birth, 
for the virgin's sweet boy is the Lord of the earth.   
Ay! the star rains its fire while the beautiful sing, 

for the manger of Bethlehem cradles a King! 
 

3. In the light of that star lie the ages impearled;  
and that song from afar has swept over the world. 

Every hearth is aflame, and the beautiful sing 
in the homes of the nations that Jesus is King! 

 
4. We rejoice in the light, and we echo the song  

that comes down through the night from the heavenly throng. 
Ay! we shout to the lovely evangel they bring, 
and we greet in his cradle our Savior and King! 

 
WORDS:  Josiah G. Holland, 1874 
MUSIC:  Karl P. Harrington, 1904 

 
JOSEPH: Blessed be everyone who is a seeker…of truth, of love, of the Word, the Way, and the Light.  Jesus 

came to bring us the message of love and peace, and He continues to challenge us to be seekers of this 
message in every hour of every day – in small acts of kindness and in decisions we make.  Jesus still 
speaks the same words to us as He did to His disciples,  “Follow me…seek me.” 



 “For those who seek will find, and those who knock, it will be opened to them.”  Begin now to be a 
seeker.  Christ will reveal Himself to us, so that we like the shepherds, may rejoice and hear the angels 
sing,  “Glory to God in the highest and on earth peace to all!” 

 Hear the good news: At last a Savior has come to save us all from sin. He was the central theme of that 
first Christmas. The star, the songs, the gifts, the joy, the hope, the excitement—all were because of 
Him. 

 
Postlude  “Bring a Torch, Jeannette, Isabella” — arr. Kenon D. Renfrow 


