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Greeting and Announcements (Joseph) 
 
Music for Centering Prayer  “Give Me Jesus” — arr. Marilyn Hamm 
 
Call to Worship (Joseph)  

PASTOR: For all the saints who poured love and wisdom and hot chocolate into our lives, 

ALL: for all the saints whose smiles and touch we miss the most, 

PASTOR: for all the saints who helped us find our voice, 

ALL: for all the saints whom we cannot bear to live without, 

PASTOR: for all the saints whom we have begun to forgive, 

ALL: for all the saints who forgave us more often than we deserved, 

PASTOR: for all the saints whose lives continue in ours, 

ALL: we honor you this day. 

PASTOR: We hold your sacred life up to God. 

ALL: We bear witness to the future we have shaped out of your existence. 
 

Opening Prayer (Joseph)  

PASTOR: Holy God, .God of life and death, we know that there is no life without death, and no death with-
out life, but death still takes us by surprise, and jolts us to our cores.  This year the world has seen 
tragic death more times than our minds can comprehend.  This year some of us have lost dearly 
beloved members of our family.  It feels almost mean to call you the God of life and death, and 
yet you are. 

ALL: However, we believe, O God, that your power and love are larger than even life itself.  You 
are the one who can bring meaning out of even death.  Today we turn to you, with gratitude 
for lives well lived, and with dismay at lives lost.  Guide us Holy One, on this day.  We ask in 
Jesus’ name.  Amen.  

 

Hymn #711 (red) “For All the Saints”  

For all the saints, who from their labors rest,  
who thee by faith before the world confessed,  

thy name, O Jesus, be forever blest.  Alleluia, Alleluia! 
 

2. Thou wast their rock, their fortress, and their might;  
thou Lord, their captain in the well-fought fight;  

thou in the darkness drear, their one true light.  Alleluia, Alleluia!  
 

3. O may thy soldiers, faithful, true, and bold,  
fight as the saints who nobly fought of old,  

and win with them the victor's crown of gold.  Alleluia, Alleluia!  
 

4. O blest communion, fellowship divine!  
We feebly struggle, they in glory shine; 

yet all are one in thee, for all are thine.  Alleluia, Alleluia! 
 

5. And when the strife is fierce, the warfare long, 
steals on the ear the distant triumph song,  

and hearts are brave again, and arms are strong.  Alleluia, Alleluia!  
 



6. From earth’s wide bounds, from ocean’s farthest coast, 
through gates of pearl streams in the countless host, 

singing to Father, Son, and Holy Ghost: Alleluia, Alleluia! 
 

WORDS: William W. How, 1864 
MUSIC: Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1906  

 
Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer (John) 

PASTOR: God of blessing and salvation, on this day we celebrate all Saints who have opened their hearts to 
use their divine gifts and human flaws on behalf of all creation.  Guide us to recognize and act on 
any saintly moments that appear in each day, as we honor all who give of themselves entirely to 
Your calling.  Lord of Hosts, King of Glory, 

ALL: help us unbind our faith and abide in You. 

PASTOR: God of blessing and salvation, grant us the courage to continually raise our voices to the leaders 
of our world, our country, and our community, to be the change-agents to eradicate violence, in-
justice and poverty everywhere.  We pray especially for: Joe Biden, our President; Pete Ricketts, 
our Governor; and Leirion Gaylor Baird, our Mayor.  Lord of Hosts, King of Glory, 

ALL: help us unbind our faith and abide in You. 

PASTOR: God of blessing and salvation, deliver from distress those whose spirits languish in illness of 
body, mind or spirit, and endow those who give them care with patience, gentleness and love.  
We pray especially for. . . .  Lord of Hosts, King of Glory, 

ALL: help us unbind our faith and abide in You. 

PASTOR: God of blessing and salvation, soothe the pain of all who grieve as those who have left us now 
shine forth in the New Jerusalem, where hope is immortal and peace is eternal.  We pray espe-
cially for. . . .  Lord of Hosts, King of Glory, 

ALL: help us unbind our faith and abide in You. 

PASTOR: Now we offer God our other heartfelt intentions and petitions, aloud or silently.  (pause)   
 Lord of Hosts, King of Glory, 

ALL: help us unbind our faith and abide in You. 

PASTOR: God of all Saints and sinners, even as we often fail, help us to continue to try to live our lives in 
humility and faith and act on those qualities of saintliness that will bring us to your eternal life.  
We ask through Jesus, our Redeemer, who taught his disciples to pray saying:  

ALL: Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come,  
 thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.   
 And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.   
 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom,  
 and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen.   

 

Hymn #708 (red) “Rejoice in God’s Saints”  

Rejoice in God’s saints, today and all days; 
a world without saints forgets how to praise. 

Their faith in acquiring the habit of prayer, 
their depth of adoring, Lord, help us to share. 

 
2.  Some march with events to turn them God’s way; 

some need to withdraw, the better to pray. 
Some carry the gospel through fire and through flood; 

our world is their parish; their purpose is God. 
 

3.  Rejoice in those saints, unpraised and unknown, 
who bear someone’s cross or shoulder their own. 

They shame our complaining, our comforts, our cares; 
what patience in caring, what courage, is theirs! 

 



Rejoice in God’s saints, today and all days; 
a world without saints forgets how to praise.   

In loving, in living, they prove it is true:   
the way of self-giving, Lord, leads us to you. 

 
WORDS:  Fred Pratt Green, 1977; © 1980 Hope Publishing Co. 

MUSIC:  Attr. To William Croft, 1708 

 
God’s Word Proclaimed (John) Daniel 7:1-3, 15-18 
 
Sermon (Joseph) “What Is the Focus of the Saints?” 
 

All Saints Celebration (Joseph) a bell is rung after each name is read 
PASTOR: Saints whose departure we are still grieving include:  Nancy Ahlvers, Karen Baisinger,  
 Margaret Ganzel, Jeri Johns, Doug Schmidt . . .  

 
Sacrament of Holy Communion (John) 

PASTOR: The Lord is with you. 

ALL: And also with you. 

PASTOR: Lift up your hearts. 

ALL: We lift them up to the Lord. 

PASTOR: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

ALL: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

PASTOR: It is right and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Almighty 
God, creator of heaven and earth.  God of Abraham and Sarah, God of Miriam and Moses, God 
of Joshua and Deborah, God of Ruth and David, God of the priests and prophets, God of Mary 
and Joseph, God of the apostles and the martyrs, God of our mothers and fathers, God of our chil-
dren to all generations. 

 And so, with your people on earth and all the company of heaven we praise your name and join 
their unending hymn: 

ALL: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory.  
Hosanna in the highest.  Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  Hosanna in the 
highest. 

PASTOR: Holy are you, and blessed is your Son Jesus Christ.  By the baptism of his suffering, death and 
resurrection you have birth to your church, delivered us from slavery to sin and death, and made 
with us a new covenant by water and the Spirit.  

 On the night in which he gave himself up for us, he took bread, gave thanks to you, broke the 
bread, gave it to his disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you.  Do 
this in remembrance of me.”  When the supper was over, he took the cup, gave thanks to you, 
gave it to his disciples and said: “Drink from this, all of you; this is my blood of the new cove-
nant, poured out for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.  Do this, as often as you drink 
it in remembrance of me.” 

 And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ, we offer ourselves in praise 
and thanksgiving as a holy and living sacrifice, in union with Christ’s offering for us, as we pro-
claim the mystery of faith. 

ALL: Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again. 

PASTOR: Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here and on these gifts of bread and grape juice.  Make 
them be for us the body and blood of Christ, that we may be for the world the body of Christ, re-
deemed by his blood.  Renew our communion with all your saints, especially those whom we 

name before you in our hearts.  (silence) 
 Since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, strengthen us to run with perseverance 

the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus, the Pioneer and Perfector of our faith.  By your 
Spirit make us one with Christ, one with each other and one in ministry to all the world until 
Christ comes in final victory and we feast at his heavenly banquet.  Through your Son Jesus 



Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your holy church, all honor and glory is your, almighty God, now 
and forever. 

ALL: Amen. 
 
Prayer of Confession and Words of Affirmation (Joseph)  

PASTOR: The bread of heaven transforms a sinner into a saint.  Receive the bread, eat and be transformed. 

ALL: We receive this gift knowing that we are only sanctified by God’s grace. 

PASTOR: The bread of heaven gives life to the believer.  Receive the bread, eat and live. 

ALL: We’ll turn to God daily for nourishment and give thanks with grateful hearts. 

PASTOR: The bread of heaven gives life to the church.  Share the bread; share the cup. 

ALL: We gather as a family of faith.  We share our lives with each other. 

PASTOR: The bread of heaven gives life to the world.  Pass on the gift with joy to all near and far. 

ALL: We are thankful to God for the gift of life.  With love we will share it with all. 

PASTOR: The bread of heaven is holy and pure.  Before receiving it, let us make our confession.  Our Lord 
invites to his table all who love him, who earnestly repent of their sin and seek to live in peace 
with one another.  Let us draw near with faith, make our humble confession and prepare to re-
ceive this Holy Sacrament. 

ALL: I do not presume to come to this your table, O merciful Lord, trusting in my own goodness, 
but in your unfailing mercies.  I am not worthy that you should receive me, but give your 
word and I shall be healed, through Jesus Christ my Lord.  Amen. 

PASTOR: Hear the good news: Christ died for us while we were yet sinners; that is proof of God’s love to-
ward us.  In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven. 

ALL: Amen.  In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven. 

PASTOR: Amen. 
 
Sharing in the Bread and Cup 
 
Prayer after Communion (John) 

PASTOR: Thank you, Creator of the universe, for feeding us with the body and blood of your Son, for all 
the saints gone before us and the saints gathered around us today.  Our inheritance in Jesus Christ 
prompts us to share the riches of good news with the world.  Because we have received so much, 
we seek to use our resources among those who hunger for physical or spiritual food.  Help us give 
generously as you God give to us generously. 

ALL: Holy God of life and death, may our gift to this church, and to your world bring life in 
abundance.  We want to treat our brothers and sisters as we wish to be treated, with digni-
ty, understanding and grace.  May these gifts prove to be a blessing to those who give and 
those who receive.  In Jesus’ name we ask.  Amen. 

 

Hymn #707 (red) “Hymn of Promise”  

In the bulb there is a flower; in the seed, an apple tree;  
in cocoons, a hidden promise:  butterflies will soon be free!   

In the cold of snow of winter there’s a spring that waits to be,  
unrevealed until its season, something God alone can see. 

 
2. There’s a song in every silence, seeking word and melody;  

there’s a dawn in every darkness, bringing hope to you and me. 
From the past will come the future; what it holds, a mystery, 

unrevealed until its season, something God alone can see. 
 



3. In our end is our beginning; in our time, infinity; 
in our doubt there is believing; in our life, eternity. 
In our death, a resurrection; at the last, a victory, 

unrevealed until its season, something God alone can see. 
 

WORDS and MUSIC: Natalie Sleeth, 1986, © 1986 Hope Publishing Co.  

 
Commissioning and Blessing (Joseph)  

PASTOR: Rejoice each day and praise God’s name.  Leap with joy and dance your faith. 

ALL: We have set our hope on Jesus Christ; we live each day mindful of our call to holiness. 

PASTOR: Saints of God, may the Lord bless you and keep you; may the Lord make his face shine upon you 
and be gracious to you; may the Lord lift up his countenance upon you, and give you peace.  
Amen. 

ALL: Amen. 
 

Postlude  “For All the Saints” — arr. Mark Hayes 



Announcements 
…………………………….. 

Today, November 6  All Saints Sunday 
9:00 a.m. Worship — Worship Center and online https://www.youtube.com/channel/

UCt21eDWxyIs1fpzpifo4LYg/live. Or at your convenience at www.aldersgatelinc.org or on 
YouTube on the Aldersgate United Methodist Church, Lincoln, Nebraska channel.  

10:00 a.m. No Sunday School 
11:00 a.m. Worship — Newman U.M. Church, 2242 ‘R’ St. 
1:30 p.m. Virtual Fellowship — zoom 

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/812243946?pwd=clRSQUlOZjYrQjIyZHk0aTZvQzFMQT09 
Meeting ID: 812 243 946 
Password: 021075 
One tap mobile  +12532158782,,812243946#,,1#,021075# US (Tacoma) 
Dial by your location        +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kcFkfw3laD 

1:00 p.m. Ostomy Group — Sunshine Room 
2:00 p.m. Wellington Greens Neighborhood Association Annual Meeting — Worship Center 
 

Monday, November 7 
7:00 p.m. Finance — zoom  

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/3267768816?pwd=bE91cFhndExNVDkzNkZFUEdnSFFyQT09  
Meeting ID: 326 776 8816 
Passcode: 4024891510 
        +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 

 
Tuesday, November 8 

8:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m.  Election Day — Fellowship Hall 
 
Wednesday, November 9 

10:00 a.m. A.R.M.S. (Retired Ministers and Spouses) — Fellowship Hall 
7:00 p.m. Choir Practice — Worship Center 
 

Thursday, November 10 
12:30 p.m. Worship & Prayer Service — Theater, Legacy Estates 
7:00 p.m. Power Up!  “Key Questions on Solar” — zoom link at www.firstplymouth.org/CAT 
 

Friday, November 11 Veteran’s Day 
8:45 a.m. Take Off Pounds Sensibly — Room 4 

 
Saturday, November 12 

11:00 a.m. Citizen’s Climate Lobby — Sunshine Room 
 
Next Sunday, November 13 

9:00 a.m. Worship — Worship Center and online https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCt21eDWxyIs1fpzpifo4LYg/live. Or at your convenience at www.aldersgatelinc.org or on 
YouTube on the Aldersgate United Methodist Church, Lincoln, Nebraska channel.  

10:00 a.m. Youth Sunday School — Room 1 
10:00 a.m. Children’s Sunday School — Room 2 
10:00 a.m. Lincoln Interfaith Justice Ministries — Room 4 
11:00 a.m. Worship — Worship Center 
1:30 p.m. Virtual Fellowship — zoom 
2:00 p.m. Church Conference — South Gate U.M. Church, 3500 Pioneers 
6:00 p.m. The Guardians Quartet — Piedmont Park Church, 4801 A St. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCt21eDWxyIs1fpzpifo4LYg/live
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCt21eDWxyIs1fpzpifo4LYg/live
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/812243946?pwd=clRSQUlOZjYrQjIyZHk0aTZvQzFMQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kcFkfw3laD
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/3267768816?pwd=bE91cFhndExNVDkzNkZFUEdnSFFyQT09
http://www.firstplymouth.org/CAT
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCt21eDWxyIs1fpzpifo4LYg/live
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCt21eDWxyIs1fpzpifo4LYg/live


Next Monday, November 14 
1:30 p.m. United Women in Faith “World Thank Offering” — Room 4 
5:30 p.m. Zeta Chapter of Delta Kappa Gamma — Fellowship Hall 
7:00 p.m. Trustees — zoom 

 
Tuesday, November 15 

7:00 p.m. Book Club Wish You Were Here by Jodi Picoult — Room 4 
 

Wednesday, November 16 
1:30 p.m. Stitcheroos — Room 4 

 
Thursday, November 17 

2:30 p.m. Care Ministry — zoom 
 
Saturday, November 19 

8:00 a.m. Men’s Breakfast — Room 4.  Catered by Hy-Vee. 
 
Sunday, November 20 Reign of Christ Sunday 

10:00 a.m. Congregational Meeting — Worship Center 
2:00 p.m. Virtual Author Visit with Amor Towles.  You may register on lincolnlibraries.org or view it at 

Bennett Martin, 136 S. 14th St.; Gere, 2400 S. 56th; or Walt, 6701 S. 14th St. 
 
Monday, November 21 

For our Thanksgiving Eve service, we’d like to share what you are thankful for.  Give it some thought then 
contact the Church Office with your gratitude. 

 
Tuesday, November 22 

7:00 p.m. Earth Steward Ministry — zoom 
 
Wednesday, November 23 

7:00 p.m. Thanksgiving Eve Service — Worship Center 
 
Sunday, November 27 First Sunday of Advent 

10:00 a.m. Children’s Sunday School Advent Crafts — Sunshine Room 
 
Thursday, December 1 

10:00 a.m. Food Bank Tour — 1221 Kingbird Rd. 
 
Saturday, December 3 

9 a.m.-4 p.m.  Lay Speaker Training — Fellowship Hall 
 
Tuesday, December 6 

11:30 a.m. Grand Generation — Stauffer’s Café, 5600 S. 48th.  Seniors socialize over lunch. 
 
Wednesday, December 7 

1:30 p.m. Book Club The Secret Daughter by Shilpi Somaya Gowda — zoom 
 

Friday, December 9 
6:30 p.m. Friday Fling — Fellowship Hall 

 
Monday, December 12 

1:30 p.m. United Women in Faith — Room 4 
 
Thursday, December 15 

2:30 p.m. Care Ministry — zoom 
 


