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Order of Worship 
November 24, 2021 

 
Prelude  “Give Thanks” — arr. Mark Hayes 

 
Greeting (Joseph) 
 
Call to Worship (Joseph)  

PASTOR: O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 

ALL: his steadfast love endures forever. 

PASTOR: Let Israel say, 

ALL: “His steadfast love endures forever.” 

PASTOR: Let the house of Aaron say, 

ALL: “His steadfast love endures forever.” 

PASTOR: Let those gathered here say, 

ALL: “His steadfast love endures forever.” 

PASTOR: Let those who fear the Lord say, 

ALL: “His steadfast love endures forever.” 

PASTOR: O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, 

ALL: for his steadfast love endures forever. 
 

Opening Prayer (Joseph)  
PASTOR: Great loving and giving God: What are we to do when it is time to give thanks and not all is well: 

Deliver us, God, from a chauvinistic gratitude that says, 

ALL: we are thankful that we are so much better off than other people. 

PASTOR: Spare us the thanksgiving of cynicism that says, 

ALL: this is probably as good as things can ever be, so we are thankful. 

PASTOR: Mute the thankful impulses in our hearts that have been stirred by pessimism that says, 

ALL: there is nothing we can do but give thanks; it doesn’t matter much anyway. 

PASTOR: O God, nurture within us sensitivity to your love and the resources of your presence that, even in 
the worst of situations, we may know how to give thanks for your gifts.  In the name of Jesus, your 
most precious gift, we ask.  Amen. 

ALL: Amen. 
 

Hymn #131 (red)  “We Gather Together” 

We gather together to ask the Lord's blessing; 
he chastens and hastens his will to make known. 

The wicked oppressing now cease from distressing. 
 

We gather together to ask the Lord's blessing; 
he chastens and hastens his will to make known. 

The wicked oppressing now cease from distressing.  
 

3. We all do extol thee, thou leader triumphant, 
and pray that thou still our defender wilt be. 

Let thy congregation escape tribulation;  
thy name be ever praised!  O Lord, make us free! 

 
WORDS:  Nederlandtsch Gedenckclanck, 1626; trans. by Theodore Baker, 1894 

MUSIC:  16th cent. Dutch melody  

 



Prayers of the People, Answered Prayers and Lord’s Prayer #895 (red, Pam)  

PASTOR: As we gather together for Thanksgiving celebrations: 

ALL: may we be mindful of those who are lonely or friendless, those who are forgotten. 

PASTOR: As the food is cooked and shared this week: 

ALL: may we be mindful of a mother who cradles her hungry child, and work for ways to share 
food around the world. 

PASTOR: As we go for a walk in the fresh, crisp outdoors and enjoy the freedom to do so: 

ALL: may be remember all those held captive by violence and war, by addiction and pain, by bro-
kenness and despair. 

PASTOR: Rather than simply speaking words of thanks and then returning to life as normal, 

ALL: may my compassion be intensified, my concern broadened, my heart enlarged with your 
grace. 

PASTOR: What prayers of thankfulness or other prayer needs would you like to lift up?  (pause)  Lord our 
God, all thanks and praise is due your name.  You love grateful hearts.  Please hear the prayerful 
intentions of your children and grant them in your mercy.  We lift them to your heavenly throne 
wrapped in the prayer that Jesus taught his disciples: 

ALL: Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come,  
 Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.   
 And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.   
 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

 
Special Music  “Bless This House” — Julie Clopper-Smith 
 
God’s Word Proclaimed (Pam) Luke 17:11-18 

 
Good News for Kids (Joseph) 
 
Sermon (John) “Giving Thanks Anyway” 
 
Prayer of Dedication (Joseph)  

PASTOR: O God, you have blessed us with gifts beyond measure and love that defies understanding. 

ALL: As you refresh us with all your gifts, God of Joy, we offer our gifts so that others might be 
touched by your grace, feed on the gifts of your creation, be clothed in the graciousness of 
your compassion, and embraced in your loving arms. 

PASTOR: In the name of Jesus, we pray.  Amen. 

ALL: Amen. 
 

Hymn #102 (red) “Now Thank We All Our God” 

Now thank we all our God, with heart and hands and voices, 
who wondrous things has done, in whom this world rejoices; 

who from our mothers' arms has blessed us on our way 
with countless gifts of love, and still is ours today.  

 
2. O may this bounteous God through all our life be near us, 

with ever joyful hearts and blessed peace to cheer us;  
and keep us still in grace, and guide us when perplexed; 

and free us from all ills, in this world and the next. 
 



3. All praise and thanks to God the Father now be given; 
the Son, and him who reigns with them in highest heaven;  

the one eternal God, whom earth and heaven adore; 
for thus it was, is now, and shall be evermore. 

 
WORDS:  Martin Rinkart, 1663; trans. by Catherine Winkworth, 1858 

MUSIC:  Johann Crüger, 1647; harm. by Felix Mendelssohn, 1840 

 
Prayer for Coronavirus Victims and Those Attending Them (John)  
 
Commissioning and Blessing (John) 

PASTOR: Go now, rejoicing! 

ALL: God has done wondrous things for us! 

PASTOR: Go, to welcome friends and families to your table. 

ALL: Christ would have you include the stranger, as well. 

PASTOR: Go with glad and open hearts into the world 

ALL: where the Spirit will work beside us to give hope and courage to all. 
 

Postlude  “Doxology” — arr. M. Hayes 


