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Prelude  “Holy, Holy, Holy” — arr. John Purifoy 
 
Welcome (Julie) 
 
Call to Worship (Joseph) 

PASTOR: As a deer longs for flowing streams, so my soul longs for you, O God. 

ALL: My soul thirsts for God, for the living God. 

PASTOR: O Lord, I cry to you for help.  In the morning my prayer comes before you. 

ALL: Why, O Lord, do you reject me and hide your face from me? 

PASTOR: My tears have been my food day and night, while people say to me continually, “Where is your 
God?” 

ALL: Awake, O Lord!  Why do you sleep?  Rouse yourself?  Do not reject me forever.  Why do 
you hide your face and forget my misery and oppression?  How long, O Lord, how long? 

PASTOR: My soul is cast down within me; therefore, I remember you. 

ALL: Hope in God; for I shall again praise my God. 

PASTOR: Let us worship God, our help and shield. 
 
Opening Prayer (Joseph) 

Incline your ear to us, gracious God, and do not be angry with us.  Our souls are bowed down by the trou-
bles we have experienced and observed.  There is suffering and affliction among your children, and hope 
lies buried in the shadows of the tomb.  When mortals die, where are they?  Will they live again?  O God, 
you are our God.  You know what we cannot know.  Let your face shine on us here, lest we stumble on 
crooked, rocky paths.  Grant us light, grant us faith and renew our hope.  In the name of Jesus we ask.  
Amen. 
 

Hymn #103 (red, vs. 1, 3-4) “Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise” 

Immortal, invisible, God only wise, 
in light inaccessible hid from our eyes,  

most blessed, most glorious, the Ancient of Days, 
almighty, victorious, thy great name we praise.  

 
3. To all, life thou givest, to both great and small; 

 in all life thou livest, the true life of all; 
we blossom and flourish as leaves on the tree, 

and wither and perish, but naught changeth thee. 
 

4. Thou reignest in glory; thou dwellest in light;  
 thine angels adore thee, all veiling their sight; 

all laud we would render: O help us to see 
'tis only the splendor of light hideth thee. 

 
WORDS:  Walter Chalmers Smith, 1867 

MUSIC:  Welsh melody from John Roberts’ Canaidau y Cyssegr, 1839 

 

October 18, 2020 



Prayer of Confession and Words of Affirmation (Joseph) 

ALL: Help us, God, for we do not have the wisdom to help ourselves.  When the good we have 
known crumbles beneath our feet and we are mired down in hopelessness and self-pity, we 
need you.  When we cannot hide from the evil that is all around us because some of it is also 
in us, we cry out for your saving mercy.  We confess that it is easier to see the problem than 
the promise.  We have been more ready to complain than to accept your help.  O God, we 
open our hearts to you.  We want to be healed.  Amen. 

PASTOR: God has listened to you.  In spite of all we have done or not done, God accepts us.  This is the day 
of salvation, when brokenness is mended and fierce winds are stilled.  God does not forget the cry 
of the afflicted.  God’s affection for us is limited only by our failure to respond.  Accept the gift of 
God’s loving forgiveness, for it is everything we need.  Amen. 

ALL: Amen.   
 

Prayers of the People, Answered Prayers and Lord’s Prayer #895 (red) (Joseph) 

PASTOR: With all our heart and with all our mind, let us pray to the Lord, saying, “Lord, have mercy.”   
 For the loving-kindness of God, for the peace of the world, and for the unity of all peoples,  
 let us pray to the Lord, 

ALL: Lord, have mercy. 

PASTOR: For the leaders of the nations, and for all in authority, for our city, for every city and community, 
and for those who live in them, let us pray to the Lord, 

ALL: Lord, have mercy. 

PASTOR: For seasonable weather, and for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, let us pray to the Lord, 

ALL: Lord, have mercy. 

PASTOR: For those who travel on land, on water, or in the air, let us pray to the Lord, 

ALL: Lord, have mercy. 

PASTOR: For the aged and infirm, for the widowed and orphans, and for the sick and the suffering,  
 and for all who care for them.  We especially remember those on our church’s prayer list,  
 let us pray to the Lord, 

ALL: Lord, have mercy. 

PASTOR: For the poor and the oppressed, for the unemployed and the destitute, for prisoners and captives, 
and for all who remember and care for them, let us pray to the Lord,   

ALL: Lord, have mercy. 

PASTOR: In silence let us lift up to God our personal joys and concerns.     (pause)   
 For those who celebrate their birthday or wedding anniversary today or in the week to come  
 let us pray to the Lord, 

ALL: Lord, have mercy. 

PASTOR: Now let us wrap these and all our prayers in the prayer that Jesus taught his disciples: 

ALL: Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

 
God’s Word Proclaimed (Harry) Job 10:1-12; 5:8-9 
 Hebrews 10:35‒11:1 
 
Good News for Kids (Harry) 
 
Sermon (Harry) “Are You There, God?”  
 



Prayer (Harry) 
Are you here, God?  We long to see you.  We long to feel you near.  We long to be confident of your pres-
ence and accompaniment.  In spite of our doubts, worries and fears, we bring our whole selves to you and 
return what we can to you.  Thanks be to you, God, who has given to us an abundance of life.  We trust 
you, God, to lead us beyond the unknown.  May our faith offering of our time, talent, gifts and service 
bring hope to others and make a difference in the church and in the world.  We pray this through your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

Hymn #546 (red, vs. 1, 3-4) “The Church’s One Foundation” 

The church’s one foundation is Jesus Christ our Lord; 
we are his new creation by water and the Word; 

from heaven he came and sought us that we might ever be 

his living servant people, by his own death set free. 
 

3.Though with a scornful wonder  the world sees us oppressed, 
by schisms rent asunder, by heresies distressed, 

yet saints their watch are keeping; their cry goes up, “How long?” 

But soon the night of weeping shall be the morn of song. 
 

4.Mid toil and tribulation,  and tumult of our war, 
we wait the consummation of peace forevermore; 

till with the vision glorious our longing eyes are blest, 
and the great church victorious shall be the church at rest. 

 
WORDS:  Samuel J. Stone, 1866, adapt. by Laurence Hull Stookey, 1983 

© 1983 The United Methodist Publishing House 

MUSIC:  Samuel Sebastian Wesley, 1864 

 
Coronavirus Prayer (Julie)  
 
Commissioning and Blessing (Harry)  

LEADER: “My ears had heard of you but now my eyes have seen you.” 
ALL: That’s enough.  God knows.  God cares. 

LEADER: Go into the world blessed with this trust, confidence and courage. 

ALL: God knows.  God cares.  That’s enough. 

LEADER: Amen. 

ALL: Amen. 
 

Postlude  “Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise” — arr. Cindy Barry 



Announcements 

Today, October 18, 2020  
11:00 a.m. Socially Distanced Worship — Worship Center 
11:00 a.m. Worship Watch Party — Fireside Room, Legacy Estates 
1:00 p.m. Topic: Aldersgate UMC  Virtual Coffee "hour" 

To have both audio and video, you’ll need a web camera and a microphone with your computer, 
tablet or cell phone.  If you use a headset or ear buds with a microphone, it will help with the 
feedback during our chat. 

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/812243946?pwd=clRSQUlOZjYrQjIyZHk0aTZvQzFMQT09 
Meeting ID: 812 243 946 
Password: 021075 
One tap mobile  +12532158782,,812243946#,,1#,021075# US (Tacoma) 
Dial by your location        +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 
Meeting ID: 812 243 946 
Password: 021075 
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kcFkfw3laD 

5:30 p.m. A.R.M. Youth Group — Aldersgate Gardens 
 

Monday 
7:00 p.m. Church Council — zoom 
 

Tuesday 
1:30 p.m. Book Club Bad Blood: Secrets and Lies in a Silicon Valley Startup by John Carreyrou — zoom 

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86798461367?pwd=OGE4dkpkSGlEOFY3SUViaU5tekYyUT09 
Meeting ID: 867 9846 1367 
Passcode: 923795 
One tap mobile 
+13462487799,,86798461367#,,,,,,0#,,923795# US (Houston) 
Dial by your location 
        +1 346 248 7799 US (Houston) 
Meeting ID: 867 9846 1367 
Passcode: 923795 
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/khY9WYpUm  

 
Thursdays 

8:30 a.m. Take Off Pounds Sensibly — Sunshine Room 
2:30 p.m. Connected & Caring Prayer Meeting — zoom 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81745324893?pwd=dzd6QXNOS2FtWG9DL3UvdjJjR1I3Zz09  
Meeting ID: 817 4532 4893  
Passcode: 848320  
Dial by your location (Chicago)     +1 646 558 8656 US  
Passcode: 848320  
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/knee4Vh7O 

 
Friday 

9:00 a.m. Take Off Pounds Sensibly — Sunshine Room 
9:30a-3:30p  Fresh Expressions webinar “From the Steeple to the Street: a New Kind of Local Church for 

a New Kind of World” 
 

Saturday, October 24 
9:30 a.m. Bud Marshall Memorial Service — Worship Center 
 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/812243946?pwd=clRSQUlOZjYrQjIyZHk0aTZvQzFMQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kcFkfw3laD
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86798461367?pwd=OGE4dkpkSGlEOFY3SUViaU5tekYyUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/u/khY9WYpUm
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81745324893?pwd=dzd6QXNOS2FtWG9DL3UvdjJjR1I3Zz09
tel:+1%20646%20558%208656
https://us02web.zoom.us/u/knee4Vh7O


Next Sunday, October 25  Reformation Sunday 
9:00 a.m. Children’s Sunday School — zoom 
9:30 a.m. Online Worship on www.aldersgatelinc.org or our Facebook page   Limit of 10 in attendance. 
9:30 a.m. Youth Sunday School — zoom 
11:00 a.m. Socially Distanced Worship — Worship Center 
11:00 a.m. Worship Watch Party — Fireside Room, Legacy Estates 
1:00 p.m. Topic: Aldersgate UMC  Virtual Coffee "hour" 

To have both audio and video, you’ll need a web camera and a microphone with your computer, 
tablet or cell phone.  If you use a headset or ear buds with a microphone, it will help with the 
feedback during our chat. 

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/812243946?pwd=clRSQUlOZjYrQjIyZHk0aTZvQzFMQT09 
 
Meeting ID: 812 243 946 
Password: 021075 
 
One tap mobile  +12532158782,,812243946#,,1#,021075# US (Tacoma) 
 
Dial by your location        +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 
Meeting ID: 812 243 946 
Password: 021075 
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kcFkfw3laD 

5-7 p.m. Drive thru BBQ — Waverly First U.M. Church 
5:30 p.m. A.R.M. Youth Group — Aldersgate Gardens 
 

Next Monday, October 26   
7:00 p.m. Worship Planning Team — zoom 

 
Tuesday, October 27 

7:00 p.m. Holiday Planning in a Pandemic — webinar 
 

Wednesday, November 4 
1:30 p.m. Book Club Eleanor Oliphant Is Completely Fine by Gail Honeyman 

 
Friday, November 6 

8:30-5 Lifeline Screening — Fellowship Hall 
 

Tuesday, November 17 
7:00 p.m. Book Club Washington Black by Esi Edugyan — zoom 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/812243946?pwd=clRSQUlOZjYrQjIyZHk0aTZvQzFMQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kcFkfw3laD

