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Order of Worship 
January 23, 2022 

 
Prelude  “Holy Spirit Medley”  
 

Greeting (Joseph) 
 

Hymn #393 (red) “Spirit of the Living God” 

Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me.   
Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me.   

Melt me, mold me, fill me, use me.   
Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me. 

  
WORDS and MUSIC:  Daniel Iverson, 1926; © 1935, 1963 Moody Bible Institute  

 
Call to Worship (Joseph) 

PASTOR: The Holy Spirit is upon, within, and all around us. 

ALL: With hearts open to receive the good news of God’s good ways, let us worship God. 

PASTOR: God who calls, inspire us to share in the fulfillment of your good news as stories of your teaching 
and your ways flow forth from the Bible and into our lives.  Amen. 

 
Opening Prayer (Joseph)  

PASTOR: On this day, O God, we come together to worship your holy name and to make sense of our lives.  
We look to your Word as a source of understanding.  May the words of our mouth and the medita-
tions of our heart be acceptable to you God, our rock-solid companion and our liberator. 

ALL: Revive our souls that our hearts may rejoice in your presence.  Cleanse and inspire us to 
share in the fulfillment of your good news.  Enlighten us with your truth.  Liberate us from 
self-imposed limitations.  In the name of Jesus, we ask.  Amen. 

 

Hymn #57 (red, vs. 4-5 read)  “O For a Thousand Tongues to Sing” 

O for a thousand tongues to sing my great Redeemer's praise, 
the glories of my God and King, the triumphs of his grace! 

 

2. My gracious Master and my God, assist me to proclaim, 
to spread through all the earth abroad the honors of thy name. 

 

3. Jesus! the name that charms our fears, that bids our sorrows cease; 
'tis music in the sinner's ears, 'tis life, and health, and peace. 

 

4. He breaks the power of canceled sin, he sets the prisoner free; 
his blood can make the foulest clean; his blood availed for me. 

 

5. He speaks, and listening to his voice, new life the dead receive; 
the mournful, broken hearts rejoice, the humble poor believe.  

 

6. Hear him, ye deaf; his praise, ye dumb, your loosened tongues employ; 
ye blind, behold your savior come, and leap, ye lame, for joy. 

 

7. In Christ, your head, you then shall know, shall feel your sins forgiven; 
anticipate your heaven below, and own that love is heaven. 

 
WORDS:  Charles Wesley, 1739; MUSIC:  Carl G. Gläser; arr. by Lowell Mason, 1839 

 



Prayer of Confession and Words of Affirmation (John) 

PASTOR: Who can discern their own errors?  Are we innocent of great transgression?  Are there hidden 
faults of which we are unaware?  Do we seek to dissociate ourselves from our sisters and brothers?  

Let us examine ourselves that we may be open to the leading of the Spirit.  (silence) 
 Sometimes, God, we do not know what to confess.  We seek to keep your law, but the right course 

is not always clear.  We want to follow your direction, but it is hard to discern what is true. 

ALL: Sometimes it is difficult to care about people whose values are different from ours.  How can 
we be one with those who do not share our beliefs?  At times, our own faith is shaken — our 
faith in ourselves and our faith in you.  We need your help, God, so our sins will not have do-
minion over us. 

PASTOR: Do not weep or mourn before the law of God.  Rather, let the law revive your soul and enlighten 
your eyes.  The Spirit of God is eager to teach, inspire, and strengthen you.  Desire to know the 
purpose of God who is your Rock and Redeemer.  Amen. 

ALL: Thanks be to God!  Amen. 
 

Prayers of the People, Answered Prayers and Lord’s Prayer #895 (red, John) 

PASTOR: We dream of a world where everyone has enough and pray that we might live simply and justly to 

create an equal distribution of your goodness.  (silence) 
 We imagine creation in all its beauty, and pray we will walk lightly on this earth living as co-

creators and caretakers of your gift.  (silence) 
 We envision inclusive circles of dialogue, holy conversations of study and prayer that inspire in-

quiring minds and discerning hearts in all of us.  (silence) 
 We picture a place of hospitality, and pray that we will respond compassionately as we welcome 

in the brokenness of our world.  (silence) 
 We believe that God is working towards making everything new — new heaven and the new earth 

in which there will be no pain, no crying, no tears, no death.  So, we pray for those who are still 
suffering these realities, that they be relieved of them and God’s kingdom be fully established 

soon.  (silence) 
 We realize our duty of serving others through prayer.  So, we pray for all those who are on our 

church’s prayer list and those who have asked us personally for prayers.  We especially pray for 
the coronavirus victims and those attending them.  May God grant healing and wholeness to the 

sick and strength and compassion to those who serve them.  (silence) 
 Now, let us wrap up these and all our prayers in the prayer that Jesus taught his disciples: 

ALL: Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.   
 And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.   
 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

 
Special Music  “Song for Aldersgate” — Lia Havlena 
 
Hard to Hear (John & Joseph) Luke 4:14-30 

NARRATOR: Jesus had returned to his hometown of Nazareth and was at the synagogue on the Sabbath.  
When the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him, he found the place where it is written, 
and he read: 

JESUS: The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring good news to the poor.  
He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the 
oppressed go free, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor. 

NARRATOR: When he finished reading, Jesus said, 

JESUS: Today, this scripture has been fulfilled just as you heard it. 

NARRATOR: Everyone was raving about Jesus, so impressed were they by the gracious words flowing from 
his lips.  They said, “This is Joseph’s son, isn’t it?”  Then Jesus said to them, 

JESUS: Undoubtedly, you will quote this saying to me: “Doctor, heal yourself.  Do here in your 
hometown what we’ve heard you did in Capernaum.”  I assure you that no prophet is welcome 



in the prophet’s hometown.  And I can assure you that there were many widows in Israel during 
Elijah’s time, when it didn’t rain for three and a half years and there was a great food shortage 
in the land.  Yet Elijah was sent to none of them but only to a widow in the city of Zaraphath in 
the region of Sidon.  There were also many persons with skin diseases in Israel during the time 
of the prophet Elisha, but none of them were cleansed.  Instead, Naaman the Syrian was 
cleansed. 

NARRATOR: When they heard this, everyone in the synagogue was filled with anger.  They rose up and ran 
him out of town.  They led him to the crest of the hill on which their town had been built so that 
they could throw him off the cliff.  But he passed through the crowd and went on his way.  Lis-
ten to what Jesus was telling the people but was too hard for them to hear. 

JESUS: Elijah and Elisha were prophets like me.  Like me, they were called by God to tell and show 
God’s healing love to everyone.  God’s love is not only for us.  God’s love is for everyone — 
even for people we may not like.  

Adapted from Seasons of the Spirit™ 

 
Sermon (Joseph) “Sermon that Caused a Stir” 
 
Prayer of Dedication of Gifts and Self (Joseph) 

PASTOR: O Great Dreamer: inspire us in your ways, that in our imaginings, hopes, and prayers, we become 
the fulfillment of all that is possible in our world, our neighborhood, this place, and in each of us. 

ALL: The gifts that we offer, Lord, represent our lives, our possessions, all that we are and have.  
We offer them as symbols of ourselves, so that you may take us and bless us and, through the 
power of your Spirit, shape us into the hands and feet and voices that embody Christ today.  
In whose name we pray.  Amen. 

 

Hymn #2241 (black)  “The Spirit Sends Us Forth to Serve” 

The Spirit sends us forth to serve; we go in Jesus’ name  
to bring glad tidings to the poor, God’s favor to proclaim. 

 
2. We go to comfort those who mourn and set the burdened free; 

where hope is dim, to share a dream and help the blind to see. 
 

3. We go to be the hands of Christ, to scatter joy like seed 
and, all our days, to cherish life, to do the loving deed. 

 
4.Then let us go to serve in peace, the gospel to proclaim. 

God’s Spirit has empowered us; we go in Jesus’ name. 
 

WORDS:  Delores Dufner, OSB, 1993; © 1993 Delores Dufner, admin. by OCP Publications 
MUSIC:  USA folk melody 

 
Commissioning and Blessing (John) 

PASTOR: We have heard God’s words and trust that the Spirit of God is upon us, within us and around us. 

ALL: We are inspired and fired by that Spirit to be a living fulfillment of all that is possible with 
God. 

PASTOR: Go forward as praying, witnessing people.  The Spirit accompanies us on our journey.  May God 
continue to bless us all.  Amen. 

ALL: Amen.   
 
Postlude  Ev’ry Time I Feel the Spirit” — Spiritual/arr. Carter 



Announcements 
…………………………….. 

Today, January 23, 2022  
9:00 a.m. Worship — on YouTube on the Aldersgate United Methodist Church, Lincoln, Nebraska chan-

nel. Or at your convenience at www.aldersgatelinc.org. 
1:30 p.m. Virtual Fellowship — zoom 

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/812243946?pwd=clRSQUlOZjYrQjIyZHk0aTZvQzFMQT09 
Meeting ID: 812 243 946 
Password: 021075 
One tap mobile  +12532158782,,812243946#,,1#,021075# US (Tacoma) 
Dial by your location        +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 
Meeting ID: 812 243 946 
Password: 021075 
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kcFkfw3laD 

 
Monday  

7:00 p.m. Church Council — zoom 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89210422014?pwd=UEZjQUl4RFAwNTJHdEZsRGRCdEl6Zz09 
Meeting ID: 892 1042 2014 
Passcode: 832006 
One tap mobile 
+12532158782,,89210422014#,,,,*832006# US (Tacoma)  
Dial by your location 
        +1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma) 
Meeting ID: 892 1042 2014 
Passcode: 832006 
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kbw0M4Tny9 

 
Tuesday 

9 a.m.-5 p.m.  Clergy Order & Fellowship — webinar 
7:00 p.m. Climate Care Discussion Group — zoom 

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81778191841?pwd=aVNobS9qU2FabmdrZlJScU8wSkVHQT09 
Meeting ID: 817 7819 1841 
Passcode: 832006 
One tap mobile 
+16699009128,,81778191841#,,,,*832006# US (San Jose)  
Dial by your location 
        +1 669 900 9128 US (San Jose) 
Meeting ID: 817 7819 1841 
Passcode: 832006 
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kpGzFaqtB 

 
Thursday  

7:00 p.m. “Introduction to Prairie Pruners” This session will introduce potential volunteers to a new pro-
gram to prune and care for young trees in city parks. Get an overview of the volunteer work, 
training expectations, schedules, locations, tools and more. — zoom  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87426376258 
 

Friday  
8:45 a.m. Take Off Pounds Sensibly — Room 4 

 



Next Sunday, January 30, 2022  
9:00 a.m. Worship — on YouTube on the Aldersgate United Methodist Church, Lincoln, Nebraska chan-

nel. Or at your convenience at www.aldersgatelinc.org. 
1:30 p.m. Virtual Fellowship — zoom 
7:00 p.m. Learning Key Result Team — zoom 

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87357389101?pwd=MWZ4RXREckt0YkNMd0xrMDRSeDZoZz09 
Meeting ID: 873 5738 9101 
Passcode: 832006 
One tap mobile 
+16699009128,,87357389101#,,,,*832006# US (San Jose)  
Dial by your location 
        +1 669 900 9128 US (San Jose) 
Meeting ID: 873 5738 9101 
Passcode: 832006 
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kVh3MIBoE 

 
Next Monday, January 31, 2022  

7:00 p.m. Worship Planning Team 
Join Zoom Meeting  
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88413926183?pwd=UEpFRHhoa0RrMDdGSkEzRGJJbHJ2Zz09  
Meeting ID: 884 1392 6183  
Passcode: 832006  
One tap mobile  
+13462487799,,88413926183#,,,,*832006# US (Houston)  
Dial by your location  
        +1 346 248 7799 US (Houston)  
Meeting ID: 884 1392 6183  
Passcode: 832006  
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kd1OjvaTOj  
 

Wednesday, February 2, 2022 
1:30 p.m. Book Club The Wish by Nicholas Sparks — zoom 

 
Thursday, February 3 

7:00 p.m. Book Discussion The Future We Choose: The Stubborn Optimist’s Guide to the Climate Crisis 
by Christiana Figueres and Tom Rivett-Carnac.  Lincoln City Libraries Director Pat Leach and 
State Climatologist Martha Shulski team up to review and discuss the Faith to Forest community
-read book. — zoom 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86330944924?pwd=TllnRnYrUkF6bGx3dmdKSlRDbU0xdz09 
7:00 p.m. “Who I Am Called to Be” For laity in the United Methodist Church who feel called by God to 

make a lifetime commitment to full-time ministries of love, justice and service, there is an op-
portunity to become part of a covenant community. — zoom 

 Register here: https://tinyurl.com/DHMFebruary2022  
 
Saturday, February 12, 2022 

9 a.m. - 12 p.m.  Nebraska Ecumenical Legislative Briefing Day — zoom 
 

Monday, February 14 
1:30 p.m. U.M. Women Unit Meeting  

 
Tuesday, February 15, 2022 

7:00 p.m. Book Club The Prayer Box by Lisa Wingate — Room 4 
 

Sunday, February 20 
9:00 a.m. Faith to Forest — online 

 


