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Order of Worship 
January 17, 2021 

 
Prelude  “Sanctuary” — arr. Marianne Kim 
 
Welcome (Julie) 
 
Call to Worship (Pam)  

PASTOR: God is calling.  Do you not hear?  You are being called by name, for a purpose. 

ALL: God, you have searched us and know us.  You discern our thoughts from far away. 

PASTOR: Do not confuse the siren calls of the world for God’s call and the values of the world for God’s 
values. 

ALL: You know, O God, when we sit and when we stand, when we lie down and where we go. 

PASTOR: Your words and your deeds are known to God.  You were known to God before you were born. 

ALL: Your knowledge of us is more than we can understand. 
 
Opening Prayer (Pam) 

We have come, listening God, because you have spoken your word of summons and welcome.  We are 
drawn irresistibly to the promise of your presence and by the persistence of your call.  Speak to your serv-
ants here in ways we can understand.  We want to hear the message you intend for us.  We want to listen, 
not because someone else needs to have it told to them, but because we ourselves need your encouraging 
word.  Your expectations of us are high and holy.  Speak to us, for we are ready to listen.  Commission us, 
for we are willing to serve.  In the name of Jesus, we ask.  Amen. 
 

Hymn #127 (red) “Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah” 

Guide me, O thou great Jehovah, pilgrim through this barren land. 
I am weak, but thou art mighty; hold me with thy powerful hand. 

Bread of heaven, bread of heaven, feed me till I want no more; 
feed me till I want no more. 

 

2. Open now the crystal fountain, whence the healing stream doth flow;  
let the fire and cloudy pillar lead me all my journey through. 

Strong deliverer, strong deliverer, be thou still my strength and shield; 
be thou still my strength and shield. 

 

3. When I tread the verge of Jordan, bid my anxious fears subside; 
death of death and hell's destruction, land me safe on Canaan's side. 

Songs of praises, songs of praises, I will ever give to thee; 
I will ever give to thee. 

 
WORDS:  William Williams, 1745; trans. from the Welsh by Peter Williams and the author, 1771 

MUSIC:  John Hughes, 1907 

 
Prayer of Confession and Words of Affirmation (Pam) 

ALL: God who calls, our lives are an open book to you.  Help us to recognize in ourselves what you 
have seen there.  We confess we have been asleep.  We have been greedy and forgetful.  We 
have acted as though we do not believe we are loved or can love.  We want to wake up, to 
share, to remember, and we look to you and to each other to hear our confession and hold us 
accountable.  Amen. 

PASTOR: God has heard your cries and felt your pain.  Your struggles to know yourself are prompted by 
God’s love.  We are not our own, we are members of Christ; we have been bought with a price.  
Thus, we are people who have been forgiven.  Let us rejoice and give thanks to God for what God 
has done for us.  Amen. 

 



Prayers of the People, for Healing and Hope and Lord’s Prayer #895 (red)  

PAM: From our many places of gathering this morning, in our homes or in our church buildings, we 
come to this day to seek God’s healing and hope. Our hearts have been troubled, and perhaps, 
crushed. Lord Jesus, when we are overwhelmed by anger, grief and disbelief, we tend to ourselves 
in the ways we know best, with those we trust and whose interpretations of life events confirm our 
own. The events of January 6th do not imply the beginning of a troubled nation but confirm that we 
are already a divided nation. No matter where we stand or which political side we take, through 
the power of the Holy Spirit, God has summoned all of us to be agents of healing and hope for our 
nation and the world.  

 Why this anguish now, in a pandemic season when we have lost so many lives and livelihood? 
God, do you see what we are doing to ourselves and one another? 

JOSEPH: Since we are created in the image of God, and sin has invaded our lives from the beginning, we 
acknowledge that we are tempted to turn on one another, objectify the other, and do violence to 
one another. God, we affirm all your creation and we celebrate them as good. We are grateful to 
be part of your family, all of us created in your own image. We decry our sinful nature as we la-
ment images depicting our worst impulses. Our division has led us to verbal and physical violence 
in which we hurt ourselves and those around us.   

 Is this who we are, God? Is this our nation, the United States of America? 

PAM: Does it depend on where we stand politically, what color of skin we were born with, or which re-
gion of the United States we come from? Maybe our strength in unity is built on something weak, 
something almost sinfully weak! Lord Jesus, do you see us? What is your answer? 

 The apostle John reminds us of Jesus’ encounter with the man at the Bethsaida pool. “Jesus asks 
him, do you want to get well? The sick man answered him, Sir, I don’t have anyone who can put 
me in the water when it is stirred up. When I’m trying to get to it, someone else has gotten in 
ahead of me” (Jn. 5:7).  

 Are we like that man, for almost 40 years by the pool, needing a miracle to happen in our pres-
ence?  Perhaps we have waited too long? Are we ashamed to admit that we all have a part to play? 
God demands of us to turn together toward the healing presence and touch of Jesus Christ, who 
asks much of us as his disciples, and prepares us for the work ahead.  

JOSEPH: In times of trouble, the way won’t be easy, for anyone. No matter what the difference is, we must 
work together. Let our diversity become our channels of powerful healing to be done in every 
place. It is Jesus Christ who calls us to come together to confess, and to be healed. As healed peo-
ple, we come for the purpose of the greater good, the work of a graceful God who calls us to ac-
tion and to do the deep work of Christ’s healing touch.  God, pull us from the grave of blame, divi-
sion, and violence, toward prospects of resurrection in this world and the one to come. We ask for 
faith and courage to authentically live out your kingdom here, as it is in heaven. 

ALL: Jesus, heal us, we need you.  

PAM: God, we seek your help to bring us together as one people, the Church of Jesus Christ, to stir the 
waters of healing in our hearts and our land so that we can point others to your hope.   

ALL: Jesus, heal us, we need you. 

JOSEPH: God, take away our shame for our past disbeliefs and actions, toward one another so we may be 
your people, in one baptism, and in one Lord. 

ALL: Jesus, heal us, we need you. 

PAM: God, by your Spirit, give us courage to remain in authentic postures of deeper listening with those 
you have led into our lives. Though we may not agree, give us strength and capacity to be non-
anxious with one another. 

ALL: Jesus, heal us, we need you. 

JOSEPH: God, allow us to forgive ourselves and to be forgiven in the presence of others. Build our faith to 
join you as you repair our communities and churches.  

ALL: Jesus, heal us, we need you. 

PAM: God, sanctify each of us to be your light, love, and instruments of your saving grace, wherever we 
are and wherever we go.  

ALL: Jesus, heal us, we need you. 

JOSEPH: God, send us with a renewed calling on our lives. A calling to go with clean hearts, wide-open 
arms, and a generous spirit to bring hope and healing to a troubled world. May we be a witness of 



one Lord in many places.  

ALL: Jesus, send us, we are with you.  In Your name we pray.  Amen. 

Rev. Nathan Stanton, Director of Congregational Excellence/DCM, The Great Plains Conference 
PAM: Now, let us wrap our prayers in the prayer that Jesus taught his disciples: 

ALL: Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

 

God’s Word Proclaimed (John) I Samuel 3:1-20  
 

Good News for Kids (John) 
 

Sermon (Joseph) “Called?  Me?” 
Prayer (Joseph) 

God who knows us inside and out.  You created us to have different experiences of you and taught us to 
respond to you with gifts of gratitude.  We have worked to collect and recollect abundance.  We have 
toiled and felt the weight of the unknown future.  But we come now in earnest hope and faith to offer what 
we have, do what we can, and let go of the outcome.  May our offerings be used for the transformation of 
church and society, individuals and groups.  In the name of Jesus we ask.  Amen. 

 

Hymn #593 (red) “Here I Am, Lord” 

I, the Lord of sea and sky, I have heard my people cry. 
All who dwell in dark and sin my hand will save. 

I who made the stars of night, I will make their darkness bright. 
Who will bear my light to them?  Whom shall I send? 

Here I am, Lord.  Is it I, Lord?  I have heard you calling in the night. 
I will go, Lord, if you lead me.  I will hold your people in my heart. 

 

2. I, the Lord of snow and rain, I have borne my people’s pain. 
I have wept for love of them.  They turn away. 

I will break their hearts of stone, give them hearts for love alone. 
I will speak my word to them.  Whom shall I send? 

Here I am, Lord.  Is it I, Lord?  I have heard you calling in the night. 
I will go, Lord, if you lead me.  I will hold your people in my heart. 

 

3. I, the Lord of wind and flame,  I will tend the poor and lame, 
I will set a feast for them.  My hand will save. 

Finest bread I will provide till their hearts be satisfied. 
I will give my life to them.  Whom shall I send? 

Here I am, Lord.  Is it I, Lord?  I have heard you calling in the night. 
I will go, Lord, if you lead me.  I will hold your people in my heart. 

 

WORDS and MUSIC:  Dan Schutte, 1981 
© 1989 Daniel L. Schutte and North American Liturgy Resources  

 

Prayer for Coronavirus Victims and Those Attending Them (John)  
 

Commissioning and Blessing (John)  

PASTOR: Today we will share in a common practice of blessing one another.  Please join in as the words of 
the blessing become familiar.  We will say it twice. 

ALL: We may fail; God does not.  We may end; God does not.  Bless and be blessed.   
 Go in the strength of God to glorify Him.  Amen. 
 

Postlude  “With Shouts of Praise” — Jason W. Krug 



Announcements 

Today, January 17, 2021 Human Relations Day 
9:40 a.m. Youth Sunday School “Perseverance”— zoom 

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88069175128?pwd=Sm85R3VWMlhVY0c5c3BoSkRBNUhuUT09 
Meeting ID: 880 6917 5128 
Passcode: 991876 
One tap mobile 
+16699006833,,88069175128#,,,,,,0#,,991876# US (San Jose) 
Dial by your location 
        +1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose) 
Meeting ID: 880 6917 5128 
Passcode: 991876 
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/keeyuVYaqo 

11:00 a.m. Worship Watch Party — Fireside Room, Legacy Estates 
1:00 p.m. Topic: Aldersgate UMC  Virtual Coffee “hour” 

To have both audio and video, you’ll need a web camera and a microphone with your computer, 
tablet or cell phone.  If you use a headset or ear buds with a microphone, it will help with the 
feedback during our chat. 

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/812243946?pwd=clRSQUlOZjYrQjIyZHk0aTZvQzFMQT09 
Meeting ID: 812 243 946 
Password: 021075 
One tap mobile  +12532158782,,812243946#,,1#,021075# US (Tacoma) 
Dial by your location        +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 
Meeting ID: 812 243 946 
Password: 021075 
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kcFkfw3laD 

6:30 p.m. A.R.M. Youth Group — zoom 
 

Monday, January 18 ‒ Monday, January 25 
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 

This week was introduced by the Rev. Paul Wattson, founder of the Franciscan Friars of the Atone-
ment-Graymoor, to promote Christian unity throughout the world. 

 
Monday Martin Luther King Jr’s Birthday Observance 

The office is closed. 
7:00 p.m. Church Council — zoom 

 
Tuesday, January 19  

7:00 p.m. Book Club Eleanor Oliphant Is Completely Fine by Gail Honeyman — zoom 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86798461367?pwd=OGE4dkpkSGlEOFY3SUViaU5tekYyUT09 
Meeting ID: 867 9846 1367 
Passcode: 923795 
One tap mobile 
+13462487799,,86798461367#,,,,,,0#,,923795# US (Houston) 
Dial by your location 
        +1 346 248 7799 US (Houston) 
Meeting ID: 867 9846 1367 
Passcode: 923795 
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/khY9WYpUm 

 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88069175128?pwd=Sm85R3VWMlhVY0c5c3BoSkRBNUhuUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/u/keeyuVYaqo
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/812243946?pwd=clRSQUlOZjYrQjIyZHk0aTZvQzFMQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kcFkfw3laD
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86798461367?pwd=OGE4dkpkSGlEOFY3SUViaU5tekYyUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/u/khY9WYpUm


Thursdays 
9:00 a.m. Take Off Pounds Sensibly — Sunshine Room 
2:30 p.m. Connected & Caring Prayer Meeting — zoom 

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81488353446pwd=YVRqT1Z3NncvSWFmekNIT3dWZFpidz09 
Meeting ID: 814 8835 3446 
Passcode: 848320 
Dial by your location        +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 
Meeting ID: 814 8835 3446 
Passcode: 848320 
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kbE5F9y7tN 

 
Friday 

8:30 a.m. Take Off Pounds Sensibly weigh-in — Sunshine Room 
 
Next Sunday, January 24 

9:00 a.m. Children’s Sunday School — zoom 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88069175128?pwd=Sm85R3VWMlhVY0c5c3BoSkRBNUhuUT09 
Meeting ID: 880 6917 5128 
Passcode: 991876 
One tap mobile 
+16699006833,,88069175128#,,,,,,0#,,991876# US (San Jose) 
Dial by your location        +1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose) 
Meeting ID: 880 6917 5128 
Passcode: 991876 
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/keeyuVYaqo 

9:30 a.m. Online Worship on www.aldersgatelinc.org or our Facebook page   Limit of 10 in attendance. 
9:40 a.m. Youth Sunday School “Scripture in Public” — zoom (same link as Children’s Sunday School) 
11:00 a.m. Worship Watch Party — Fireside Room, Legacy Estates 
1:00 p.m. Virtual Coffee “hour” — zoom 

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/812243946?pwd=clRSQUlOZjYrQjIyZHk0aTZvQzFMQT09 
Meeting ID: 812 243 946 
Password: 021075 
One tap mobile  +12532158782,,812243946#,,1#,021075# US (Tacoma) 
Dial by your location        +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 
Meeting ID: 812 243 946 
Password: 021075 
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kcFkfw3laD 

6:30 p.m. A.R.M. Youth Group — zoom 
 

Next Monday, January 25 
7:00 p.m. Worship Planning Team — zoom 
 

Human Relations Day 
In his “Letter from a Birmingham Jail” (April 1963), the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. wrote, “Just as the 

prophets of the eighth century B.C. left their villages and carried their ‘thus saith the Lord’ far beyond the 
boundaries of their hometowns, and just as the Apostle Paul left his village of Tarsus and carried the gospel of 
Jesus Christ to the far corners of the Greco Roman world, so I am compelled to carry the gospel of freedom 
beyond my own hometown. 

Human Relations Day calls the Church to recognize the right of all God’s children in realizing their poten-
tial as human beings in relationship with each other. 

Please send your gift to Aldersgate U.M. Church with HRD in the memo. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81488353446pwd=YVRqT1Z3NncvSWFmekNIT3dWZFpidz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kbE5F9y7tN
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88069175128?pwd=Sm85R3VWMlhVY0c5c3BoSkRBNUhuUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/u/keeyuVYaqo
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/812243946?pwd=clRSQUlOZjYrQjIyZHk0aTZvQzFMQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kcFkfw3laD

