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Greeting and Announcements (9:00 Joseph, 11:00 Rod) 
 

Music for Centering Prayer (9) “How Great Thou Art” — arr. Mark Hayes 

(11) “Lord, I Want to Be a Christian/Down in the River to Pray/Give Me Jesus” — Spirituals 
 

Call to Worship (9 Joseph, 11 Rod) adapted from Psalm 40:1-11 
PASTOR: As we wait patiently for the Lord 

ALL: as we look for deliverance from what we suffer, 

PASTOR: God hears; God draws us out; God makes our steps secure: 

ALL: and God gives us new songs of praise to sing. 

PASTOR: We come singing songs of praise, to worship God. 

ALL: And to declare God’s faithfulness, steadfastness and love in the great congregation. 
 

Opening Prayer (9 Joseph, 11 Rod)  

PASTOR: We come to you with joyful hearts, O God, hearts filled with wonder and praise: for the magnifi-
cence of the cosmos you have created; for the constantly changing complexity of life you have 
given us; but most of all for your incarnation, your dwelling among us.  The knowledge that you 
have provided us with a Savior is too big to keep to ourselves — as it was for John the Baptist, 
with Andrew, Philip and apostle Paul and countless others whose lives have been altered by 
knowing him who is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. 

ALL: Help us, in speaking and acting, to tell the Good News of forgiveness and love of him who is 
your Son, under whose mercy we stand, even Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

Hymn #139 (red, sing vs. 1-2, 5; read 3-4) “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty”  

Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation. 
O my soul, praise him, for he is thy health and salvation!   

All ye who hear, now to his temple draw near; join me in glad adoration! 
 

2. Praise to the Lord, who o’er all things so wondrously reigning  
bears thee on eagle’s wings, e’er in his keeping maintaining. 

  God’s care enfolds all, whose true good he upholds.  Hast thou not known his sustaining? 
 

3. Praise to the Lord, who doth prosper thy work and defend thee; 
surely his goodness and mercy here daily attend thee.   

Ponder anew what the Almighty can do, who with his love doth befriend thee. 
 

4. Praise to the Lord, who doth nourish thy life and restore thee,  
fitting thee well for the tasks that are ever before thee.   

Then to thy need God as a mother doth speed, spreading the wings of grace o’er thee. 
 

5. Praise to the Lord!  O let all that is in me adore him! 
All that hath life and breath, come now with praises before him!  

Let the amen sound from his people again; gladly forever adore him. 
 

WORDS:  Joachim Neader, 1680; sts. 1, 3, 5 trans. by Catherine Winkworth, 1863; st. 2 by S. Paul Schilling, 1986;  
st. 4 by Rupert E. Davies, 1983; trans. sts. 2 & 4 © 1989 The United Methodist Publishing House 

MUSIC:  Erneuerten Gasangbuch, 1665; harm. by William Sterndale Bennett, 1864   

 



Prayer of Confession and Words of Affirmation (John)  
PASTOR: The church has a long record of faithful worship and service.  Yet, it is easy to settle into routine 

and rituals that lose the urgency of the gospel.  We become complacent and our focus narrows to 
our own immediate concerns.  Let us return to God for cleansing from our sin. 

ALL: We come back to you, O Holy One, to renew our commitment.  We confess that pride has 
led us to embrace false gods.  We spend more time with our hobbies than with your cause.  
We pay more attention to our toys than to your truth.  Your law is no longer in our hearts.  
We have neglected the spiritual gifts entrusted to us.  We have forgotten that we have been 
named and baptized and commissioned for service.  O God, bring us back to yourself.  
Amen. 

PASTOR: Before you were born, you were named with love and grace.  God has listened and paid attention 
to each honest confession.  You are forgiven.  You are redeemed.  You are loved by the Lamb of 
God who died for the sins of the whole world.  Glorify God in and through him.  Amen. 

ALL: Amen. 
 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer #895 (red, John) 

PASTOR: Let us bring the needs of the church, the world and all in need, to God’s loving care.  God of 
heaven and earth, through Jesus Christ you promise to hear us when we pray to You in His name.  
Confident in your love and mercy, we offer our prayers. 

 Empower the church throughout the world in its life and witness.  Break down the barriers that 
divide, that united in your truth and love, the church may confess your name, share one baptism, 
sit together at one table and serve you in one common ministry.  Lord, in your mercy, 

ALL: hear our prayer. 

PASTOR: Guide the rulers of the nations.  Move them to set aside their fear, greed and vain ambition, and 
bow to your sovereign rule.  Inspire them to strive for peace and justice, that all your children 
may dwell secure, free of war and injustice.  Lord, in your mercy, 

ALL: hear our prayer. 

PASTOR: Renew our nation in the ways of justice and peace.  Guide those who make and administer our 
laws to build a society based on trust and respect.  Erase prejudices that oppress; free us from 
crime and violence; guard our youth from the perils of drugs and materialism.  Give all citizens a 
new vision of a life of harmony.  Lord in your mercy, 

ALL: hear our prayer. 

PASTOR: Hear the cries of the world’s hungry and suffering.  Give us, who consume most of the earth’s 
resources, the will to reorder our lives, that all may have their rightful share of the food, medical 
care and shelter, and so have the necessities of a life of dignity.  Lord, in your mercy, 

ALL: hear our prayer. 

PASTOR: Restore among us a love of the earth you created for our home.  Help us put an end to ravishing 
its land, air and waters, and give us respect for all your creatures, that living in harmony with eve-
rything you have made, your whole creation may resound in an anthem of praise to your glorious 
name.  Lord, in your mercy, 

ALL: hear our prayer. 

PASTOR: Strengthen this congregation in its work and worship.  Fill our hearts with your self-giving love, 
that our voices may speak your praise and our lives may conform to the image of your Son.  
Nourish us with your Word and sacraments that we may faithfully minister in your name and wit-
ness to your love and grace for all the world.  Lord, in your mercy, 

ALL: hear our prayer. 

PASTOR: Look with compassion on all who suffer.  Support with your love those with incurable and stig-
matized diseases, those unjustly imprisoned, those denied dignity, those who live without hope, 
those who are homeless or abandoned.  As you have moved toward us in love, so lead us to be 
present with them in their suffering in the name of Jesus Christ.  Lord, in your mercy, 

ALL: hear our prayer. 

PASTOR: Sustain those among us who need your healing touch.  Make the sick whole (especially. . . )  Give 

hope to the dying (especially. . . .)  Comfort those who mourn (especially. . . .)  Uphold all who suf-
fer in body or mind, not only those we know and love, but also those known only to you, that 



they may know the peace and joy of your supporting care.  Lord, in your mercy, 

ALL: hear our prayer. 

PASTOR: O God, in your loving purpose answer our prayers and fulfil our hopes.  In all things for which 
we pray, give us the will to seek to bring them about, for the sake of Jesus Christ, who taught his 
disciples to pray saying: 

ALL: Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come,  
 thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.   
 And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.   
 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom,  
 and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen.   

 

Hymn #193 (9:00 red, sing vs. 1-2, 5-6; read 3-4) “Jesus! The Name High over All”  

Jesus! the name high over all, in hell or earth or sky; 
angels and mortals prostrate fall, and devils fear and fly. 

 
2. Jesus! the name to sinners dear, the name to sinners given; 

it scatters all their guilty fear, it turns their hell to heaven. 
 

3. O that the world might taste and see the riches of his grace! 
The arms of love that compass me would all the world embrace. 

 
4. Thee I shall constantly proclaim, though earth and hell oppose; 

bold to confess thy glorious name before a world of foes. 
 

5. His only righteousness I show, his saving truth proclaim; 
'tis all my business here below to cry, "Behold the Lamb!" 

 
6. Happy, if with my latest breath I may but gasp his name, 

preach him to all and cry in death, "Behold, behold the Lamb!"  
 

WORDS: Charles Wesley, 1749; 
MUSIC:  Johann Crüger, 1647 

Special Music (11:00) “Agnus Dei” — Aldersgate Choir 
 

God’s Word Proclaimed (9 Joseph, 11 Rod) Leviticus 16:21-22 

(9 Joseph) I Corinthians 1:1-9 

(11 Rod) John 1:29-42 
 

Sermon (9 John) “The Church Has Everything It Needs to Be a Church” 

(11 Joseph)  “Behold the Lamb of God”  
 
Prayer of Dedication of Gifts and Self (John)   

PASTOR: Gracious God, you have multiplied your wonderous deeds and your love toward us in many 
ways.  We give you thanks for your grace, given to us in Christ Jesus and for your constant faith-
fulness toward us. 

ALL: In response we offer you these gifts praying that you will use them to strengthen the work of 
your church in the world; through the merits and under the mercy of your Son, Christ the 
Lord, we pray.  Amen. 

 

Hymn #553 (red, sing vs. 1-2, 5-6; read 3-4) “And Are We Yet Alive”  

And are we yet alive, and see each other's face? 
Glory and thanks to Jesus give for his almighty grace!   

 



2. Preserved by power divine to full salvation here, 
again in Jesus' praise we join, and in his sight appear. 

 
3. What troubles have we seen, what mighty conflicts past,  

fightings without, and fears within, since we assembled last! 
 

4. Yet out of all the Lord hath brought us by his love; 
and still he doth his help afford, and hides our life above.   

 
5. Then let us make our boast of his redeeming power, 

which saves us to the uttermost, till we can sin no more. 
 

6. Let us take up the cross till we the crown obtain, 
and gladly reckon all things loss so we may Jesus gain. 

 
WORDS:  Charles Wesley, 1749 

MUSIC:  Johann G. Nägeli; arr. by Lowell Mason, 1845 

 
Commissioning and Blessing (Joseph)  

PASTOR: Let us follow where Jesus leads. 

ALL: We want to learn from Jesus how to live as a church.  We are eager to be faithful disciples. 

PASTOR: Knowing that we can call on Jesus any time, 

ALL: we give thanks for the grace of God in Christ.  By it, our knowledge and speech have been 
enriched. 

PASTOR: God remains steadfast and faithful.  We are strengthened for all of life’s journey. 

ALL: We put our trust in God for all time and eternity.  We will delight to do God’s will. 

PASTOR: So be it.  Amen. 

ALL: Amen. 
 

Postlude (9) “We Are Called” — arr. Mark Hayes 

(11) “In Christ There Is No East or West” — Spiritual  



Announcements 
…………………………….. 

Today, January 15  Human Relations Day  
9:00 a.m. Worship — Worship Center and online https://

www.youtube.com@aldersgateunitedmethodistc8463.  Or at your convenience at 
www.aldersgatelinc.org or on YouTube on the Aldersgate United Methodist Church, Lincoln, 
Nebraska channel. 

10:00 a.m. Children’s Sunday School — Room 2 
10:00 a.m. Youth Sunday School — Room 1 
11:00 a.m. Worship — Worship Center 
1:30 p.m. Virtual Fellowship — zoom 

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/812243946?pwd=clRSQUlOZjYrQjIyZHk0aTZvQzFMQT09 
Meeting ID: 812 243 946 
Password: 021075 
One tap mobile  +12532158782,,812243946#,,1#,021075# US (Tacoma) 
Dial by your location        +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kcFkfw3laD 

 
Monday, January 16  Rev. Martin Luther King Jr.’s Birthday Observance 

The Office is closed. 
7:00 p.m. Church Council — Zoom 

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89210422014?pwd=UEZjQUl4RFAwNTJHdEZsRGRCdEl6Zz09 
Meeting ID: 892 1042 2014 
Passcode: 832006 
One tap mobile 
+12532158782,,89210422014#,,,,*832006# US (Tacoma) 
Dial by your location 
        +1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma) 
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kbw0M4Tny9 

 
Tuesday, January 17  

7:00 p.m. Book Club The One Hundred Years of Lenni and Margot by Marianne Cronin — Room 4 
 
Wednesday, January 18 National Gourmet Coffee Day 

1:30 p.m. Stitcheroos — Room 4 
7:00 p.m. Choir Practice — Worship Center 

 
Thursday, January 19 National Popcorn Day 

12:30 p.m. Prayer and Worship Service — Theater, Legacy Estates, 7200 Van Dorn 
2:30 p.m. Care Ministry — Zoom 

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81939800475?pwd=K1EwbjFqTTZ3OS9rNnBHSC9ubWZyQT09 
Meeting ID: 819 3980 0475 
Passcode: 832006 
One tap mobile 
+12532158782,,81939800475#,,,,*832006# US (Tacoma) 
Dial by your location 
        +1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma) 
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kb0zFweCd1 

 
Friday, January 20  National Disc Jockey Day 

8:45 a.m. Take Off Pounds Sensibly — Room 4 
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Saturday, January 21 National Hugging Day 
8:00 a.m. Men’s Breakfast — Room 4 
9:00 a.m. Alzheimer’s Association Volunteer Orientation — Runza National Office, 8800 Firethorn Lane 

 
Next Sunday, January 22 National Polka Dot Day 

9:00 a.m. Worship  — Worship Center and online https://www.youtube.com/
@aldersgateunitedmethodistc8463.  Or at your convenience at www.aldersgatelinc.org or on 
YouTube on the Aldersgate United Methodist Church, Lincoln, Nebraska channel. 

10:00 a.m. Children’s Sunday School — Room 2 
10:00 a.m. Youth Sunday School — Room 1 
11:00 a.m. Worship  — Worship Center 
12:15 p.m. Dietrich Bonhoeffer video -- Fellowship Hall 
1:30 p.m. Virtual Fellowship — zoom 
 

Tuesday, January 24  National Peanut Butter Day 
7:00 p.m. Earth Steward Ministry — Zoom 

 

Sunday, January 29  National Puzzle Day 
9 and 11 Hymn Sing 

 

Wednesday, February 1 Change Your Password Day 
1:30 p.m. Book Club The One Hundred Years of Lenni and Margot by Marianne Cronin — zoom 
 

Tuesday, February 7  Send a Card to a Friend Day 
11:30 a.m. Grand Generation — Stauffer’s Café, 5600 S. 48th 

 
Friday, February 10  Umbrella Day 

6:30 p.m. Friday Fling — Fellowship Hall 
 
Saturday, February 11 National Inventor’s Day 

9 a.m. - 1 p.m.  Ecumenical Legislative Briefing Day — Christ U.M. Church, 4530 ‘A’ St.  Cost of $20 
includes lunch.  Register for your choice of 2 workshops by Feb. 4 at www.nelegisbrief.org. 

10:00 a.m. Bishop Wilson’s Installation — Countryside U.M. Church, Topeka, KS 
 

Monday, February 13 World Radio Day 
1:30 p.m. United Women in Faith (Who Is This Jesus?  What Does He Have to Do with My Money?) — 

Room 4 
 
Wednesday, February 15 National Gumdrop Day 

1:30 p.m. Stitcheroos — Room 4 
 
Thursday, February 16 National Almond Day 

2:30 p.m. Care Ministry — zoom 
 
Saturday, February 18 

8:00 a.m. Men’s Breakfast — Room 4 
 
Tuesday, February 21 National Sticky Bun Day 

7:00 p.m. Book Club Hamnet by Maggie O’Farrell — Room 4 
 
Wednesday, February 22 Ash Wednesday 

7:00 p.m. Worship — Worship Center and online  
 
Tuesday, February 28 National Tooth Fairy Day 

7:00 p.m. Earth Steward Ministry — zoom 
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